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Will young feminists 
follow Madeleine Kunin’s 

road map for revolution? 






grandpointnorth.com 


GRACE POTTER &> 
THE NOCTURNALS 


(FUU SETS. BOTH NIGHTS!) 

THE AVETT BROTHERS • DR. DOG • CAROLINA 
CHOCOLATE DROPS • GALACTIC • SAM ROBERTS BAND 
NICKI BLUHM & THE GRAMBLERS 

HELOISE S THE SAVOIR FAIRE • WAYLON SPEED • GREGORY DOUGLASS 
BOW THAYER • RYAN POWER • BOB WAGNER • BRENDA ' TOOTH ACHE 


Buy tickets online at hiqhergroundmusic.com, toll free 888-512-SHOW, 

Higher Ground Box Office. No glass, pets, alcohol, blankets or coolers. Rain or Shine 

All dates, limes, and artists ate subject to change 



EVERY TUESDAY NIGHT 




Bring in your used bikes from April 25th - May 4th 
during regular business hours. 

Receive 110% in store credit or 80% in cash when 
your bike sells. Bikes must be in clean, working condition. 

• Better Return! 

110% store credit 

• Better Sale! 

40% off previous 
season's bikes 


Better Vibe! 

NO LONG LINES 

Better Music & Food! 


(NSUlTflNT 


FRESH WEEKLY SELECTIONS 
INSPIRED TUESDAY SPECIALS 


Merchandise pickup May 7th 


inf: farmhouse ‘.com 

160 Bank Street 
Burlington, VT 
t 802.859.0888 


Spruce Peak 


Tickets On Sale Now! 

Box Office: 802.760.4634 
SpnicePeakArts.org 


Performing 
arts Center 

l22HotilglAMl)>. I Mnw.VT 


HOUSE 

TAP&GRILl A 


VY0 SPRING CONCERT: 

A NEW EAARTH 


Featuring theVYO Chorus and the World Premiere of A New Eaarth 

by Composer-in-Residence Robert Paterson 

Jeffrey Domoto, conductor • Liam John, cello • Bill McKibben, narrator 


fre.h fruit & veggie 
juices, luscious libations. Every Saturday & Sunday 10am 


The Spruce Peak Performing Arts Center is a 501ICX3) not-for-profit arts organization dedicated and 
committed to entertaining, educating, and engaging our diverse communities in Stowe and beyond. 


THE BUTCHER 


BURLINGTON 660.9533 • WILLISTON 857.2200 

ThreeTomatoesTrotterra.com 





ems.com 


Get your own place on 
the water this summer. 




It all starts here. 

EASTERN MOUNTAIN 


South Burlington 100 Dorset Street (802) 



Sugar High 


Looking for the newsy blog posts? 


facing 

facts 

$6671 

That's tlie yearly wage gap between 

BARDEN VARIETY 

full -time working women and men in 
Vermont, according to the National 
Partnership for Women & Families. 
Vermont women earn 84 cents for every 

change disaster: 

How come the 
weathermen 
never explain 
what happened? 
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; • • 

SWEET DEAL 

The House passed 

TOPFIVE 

MOST POPULAR ITEMSON SEVENOAYSVT.COM 

Atkins for more ' 

than a decade of 
free M&Ms. Beats , 

wrangling over 
the “merge!'.'' 

. 'Spaces to Roam" by Ken Picard, From 
National Life to Office Squared, a new breed 
of work spaces is growing in popularity. 

! 'Dude North" by Paul Helnu. A group of 

10 camp counselors set out on a 70 -day. 
1200-mile canoe trip from Lake Dunmore to 

/ ■ t 

DRIVE BY-BYE 

A Rutland drive-by 

1. ‘Burlingt on-Area Bike Paths Are All 

They're Cracked Up to Be" by Kevin 

J. Kelley, A year after spring flooding 
destroyed parts of the island Line bike trail, 
why hasrft It been repaired? 

playing with a 
gun that shot 

i 'Setting the Stage" by Pamela Polston. 

As the performing-arts scene blossoms. 

town? 

; 'Missing Vintages" by Corin Hirsch. The 

groin. Oops. 

Pitcher Inn in Warren lost Its Irreplaceable 
wine collection duringTropical Storm Irene. 

TRIGGER UNHAPPY 

tweet of 
the week: 

fired on — and 

killed— a bursary 
subject You can't 
take that back 

«?benjamlndbloom 

Then and now. http://ow.ly/ |E 1 ; 

ax9tp Same photo, same loca- (H - 

tlonlastsprlngvs.now.eBTV tt . ; 
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O'BRIENS 

AVEDA INSTITUTE 


Give Your Mother 

Happy day. Mom: May 1 3 


A Day of Beauty 
for only $60 includes 

A Manicure, Pedicure, 
Scalp Treatment, 
Facial, & Style 


Find more information online at 

www.obriensavedainstitute.org 
or by phone at 802.658.9591 xl 


SEVEN DAYS 

GO GO GIRLS. 



Pnmda Ralston & Paula Routly 
pubusher/coeoitor Paula Roully 
ii ati irjblisher/coeditor Ramdu Poll Ion 
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Robyn Birglsson, Michael Bradshaw 
Michelle Brown. Jem. Ptcclrtlli 

sales assistant Emily Rose 
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LAYER UP. SHUMLIN 

Dear Gov. Shumlin: Real Vermonters do 
wear “jammies" [Last 7: "Bear Scare," 
March 18]. In fact we put on as many 
layers as we can. With the price of heating 
oil so high, how else are we going to stay 
warm? But it sounds like your place is nice 
and toasty. 

Jane A. Peters 

IRASBURG 


THE PROBLEM WITH B8.J 

Dear Ben& Jerry’s: Thank you for remind- 
ing us of our democratic ideals [full-page 
ad. March 28]. Now. while you are at it. will 
you explain why, when you support recy- 
cling paper, the reduction of carbon emis- 

containers from sustainable forestry prac- 
tices, you buy milk and cream only from 
conventional dairy farmers? Conventional 
dairy is predicated on making a surplus 
of milk to keep the price down, which it 
accomplishes by externalizing the costs 
of soil fertility and weed control into the 
lake. Because conventional milk is made 
in surplus, Vermont's family dairy farm- 
ers arc earning, with your "support," less 
than their cost of production (why else are 
they going out of business?). 

Here in Vermont, the “green state,” 

pollutants entering Lake Champlain. B&J, 
the largest buyer of Vermont conventional 
milk, is supporting overproduction, low 
milk prices, driving farm attrition and lake 


pollution. Isn’t it time to bring your mis- 
sion closer to home by buying milk and 
cream only from sustainable, nonpolluting, 
Vermont-certified organic dairy farms? 

James H. Maroney Jr. 

LEICESTER 


"CHEAP" HAS A COST 

Nice article ["Cheap Seats,” April 18], with 
one glaring omission: Allowing low-cost 
operators is really bad public policy. Just 
because others in the transportation in- 
dustry have been getting away with this for 
years doesn't make it right 

Unfortunately, this article too easily 
glazes over the deleterious effects that 
low-cost operations like this have on 
safety, workers, the public and the en- 
vironment Where is mention of the 
National Transportation Safety Board's 
report that curbside operations like that 
utilized by megabus are seven times less 
safe than terminal operations? Where 
are interviews with current and former 
megabus workers? Where is mention that 
in response to poor wages and benefits, 
megabus workers have overwhelmingly 
voted to unionize? 

Deregulation of the airline industry in 
1978 precipitated the birth of the low-cost 
carrier, and we’ve all seen what that has 
gotten us. Everyone and everything but 
management and shareholders lose under 
the low-cost scenario. It’s not worth it 
Isn't it obvious that there is something 
morally wrong with being able to bus be- 
tween Burlington and New York for S36? 




CORRECTIONS 

Last week’s story "Spaces to Roam," 
about the recent workplace modern- 
ization project at National Life Group 
in Montpelier, misreported the per- 
centage of affected employees. The 
effort - a pilot project in National 
Life's IT department — has not been 
implemented companywide, as was 
erroneously reported last week. 

A list of local theater companies in 
the cover story, "Setting the Stage.” 
left at least one out: Girls Nite Out 
Productions. Launched in 2010 with 
Steel Magnolias, the group produces 
an annual show. Next up is The Odd 
Couple/Female Version, October 4-7 
at Burlington’s Main Street Landing 
Performing Arts Center. 


I wish the author had chosen to delve 
under the surface. After all, there is so 
much more to this story than the price of 

Kai Mikkel Forlie 

BURLINGTON 


= WEEK IN REVIEW 


allow minority interests a chance against 
those with more power. Sen. [Hinda] 
Miller’s amendment proposal is an exam- 
ple of one of these minority protections, 
and her actions were within the bounds of 
the legislative process. 

Andy was correct to point that out. and 
I was really glad that hediscussedatlength 
Sen. [Philip] Baruth's comments about the 
legislative process. His comments were 
some of the most illuminating on (his 
issue and brought attention on the floor 
to the fact that Sen. Miller was not actu- 
ally breaking any legislative proceedings. 
Frustrated that the Death With Dignity 
bill did not make it to the Senate floor in 
yet another legislative session. Sen. Miller 
employed creative legislative tactics in 
order to serve her constituents who had 
been waiting years for this debate to take 
place regardless. No rules were broken, 
and the discussion on the floor took place 
within the rules — just not in the typical 
fashion that Vermont senators are com- 
fortable with. Sen. Millcrfe only act of 
disobedience was to break Senate norms. 

Lydia Lulkin 

BURLINGTON 


GO WITH THE FLOW 

[Re “Dude North," April 25]: I am a 
52-year-old man who grew up paddling 
and singing in the Temagami area of 
Canada. My children joined me when 
they were 5 and 8 years old, respectively. 
Now my eldest son is 2 1 and teaches 
wilderness canoeing as die boys 
mentioned in the article dc 
Every year I paddle and 
sing. It is never too late to 
have a happy childhood. 

Karl Andersen 
EAST BRUNSWICK. N.J. 


GET OUT, JOE 

Joe Uptegrove wants \ 
police to racially profile citizens be- 
cause, in his imagination. South Central 
LA. residents drag lighter-ski lined people 
from their cars and brutally murder them 
[Feedback, April 25]. And that’s getting 
real? That’s cabin fever. Joe should turn 
off the TV and meet new kinds of people. 
He might discover that having a free soci- 
ety is not as bad as he thinks. 


DIGNIFIED DISRUPTION 

When I read Andy Bromage's Fair Game: 
["Dysfunction Junction." April 25], I was 
surprised to see that he was echoing many 
of my own thoughts about what occurred 
several weeks ago at the Statehouse. In 
writing the Vermont state consti tut ion. its 
authors foresaw the need to create strate- 
gic safety valves in the rules process that 



GOAT GOTTEN 

As a longtime reader, I found your dip 
into absurdist humor absolutely refresh- 
ing. Alice Levitt’s “Getting Your Goat" 
[April 18] reaches heights that are almost 
Dadaesque in their insanity. "Mostly 
vegetarian": One is either a veg- 
etarian or not; it's an either/ 

roduce excellent 

that Americans are now 
j eatingtheirpets,butap- 
parently this is a trend. 
The right-wing media 
are foil of the news that 
he president ate dog as a 
child, in another country. I 
knew I was fattening up my dog, 
for a reason. 

Michael Morgan 

ESSEX JUNCTION 


SAY SOMETHING! 

Seven Days wants to publish 


• respond to Seven Days content : 

• include your foil name, town and 
a daytime phone number. 


• sevendaysvt.com/feedback 

• feedback@sevendaysvtcom 

• Seven Days. P.0. Boxll64. 
Burlington, VT 05402-1164 


ENJOY 

CHEESE TRADER 
HORS D’OEHVRES 

every Thursday 

— OUR BODY 

Speaker Series 
at ECHO! 

• Mother’s Day Gift 
Baskets! Special - 
Easy - Thoughtful 

• Liberte Yogurt — 
50cents each, $4.99 
for a case of 12 

• 501b hulk bags of 
organic sugars & 
flours $24.99 

• Over 1500 wines 
and champagnes, 

10% off a case of your 
favorites everyday 


Mark your calendars: 
Garage Sale June 
4-10th 



f lHEESE TRADER S 
WINE SELLERS 

1186 Willi st on Rd„ So. Burlington IT 05403 

(Hex! to the Alpine Shop) 

802 . 863.0143 

Open 7 da yt 10 nm- 7 pm 
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^ed Square 


WED 5/2 SHEllHOUSE 7PM 

DJCRE8 10PM /DJMIXX 11PM 
THU 5/3 KYLE CAREY TRIO 7PM 

DJA-DOO tOPM/DJ CRE810PM 
FRI 5/4 CASIO BASTARD 5PM 
BOOZE ’N’ BREWS 6PM 
THE BLAME 8PM 
DJ ROBBIE! 9PM 
DJ CRAK MITCHELL 11PM 
SAT 5/5 DJ RAUL 2PM /TODOBIEN 5PM 
CRAB MITCHELL 7PM 
THE HARPLE VEVE PROJECT 8PM 
DJ FRANK ORYMES 10PM 
DJ MARIO UPM 
SUN 5/6 MIZ 7PM 

156 ChOTOt sf • ff59-ff909 

redsqoarcvfxo^ 
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 16, 6:30-9:30PM 


$ 5 

AT THE DOOR 
(CASH ONLY) 
HOSTED AT: 


Register for 
Speed Dating 

at sevendaysvt.com 
or call 865-1020 x37 
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MUST SEE. MUST DO THIS WEEK 

COMPILED BY CAROLYN FOX 


THURSDAY 3 

Grape Escape 

Shelburne Vineyards 2011-12 Music in the Loft 
Concert Series comes to a close on Thursday as 
the Chris Dorman Band serenades grapes — and 
whoever else may be listening — with heart 
felt folk. Wine is priced by the glass, American 
Flathead's mobile oven will be onsite and partial 
proceeds go to NOFA-VT. I 

SEE CALENDAR LISTING ON PAGE 48 


SATURDAY 5 

Back to the Future 

Has The Hunger Games piqued your curiosity about dysto- 
pian futures In cinema? Fritz Lang was ahead of his time 
with 1927s Metropolis replete with mad scientists, under- 
ground factories and robots. New Hampshire composer 
Jeff Rapsis accompanies the sci-fi masterpiece with live 
original piano musicatthe kickoff of this season's silent- 
film series In Brandon. 

SEE CALENOAR LISTING ON PAGE 51 


ONGOING 

Being Human 

'By uniting perceived function with absurdity, I mimic 
human experience." writes Oliver Schemm of his sculp- 
tures. That explains the artist's edectic body of work wh 
ranges from a tent of cunosibes to machine-enhanced 
music makers. Take a look at Castleton State College’s 
Christine Price Gallery, the subject of this weeks gallery 

SEESTORY ON PAGE 70 AND ART LISTING ON PAGE73 
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Night Writer 
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Family Matters 
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BUY LOCAL 
ONLINE 



20% OFF 

WITH COUPON CODE) 7DAYS 

aioose-IN STORE PICKUP- for FREE SHIPPING’ 


CROWBOOKS.COM 


(hfow (fo you say 
‘}(ayyy ‘Mother's “Day? 



however you say it, 
say it with flowers! 
Mother’s Day 
is May 13“ 

Order your bouquet today. 


& COMPANY 
FLOWERS 

221 Colchester Ave. 
Burliiitttoii I 863-7053 
kalhyconoYYers.com 


Say you saw it in... 

SEVEN DAYS 



FAIR GAME open season on Vermont politics by andybromage ; 


Laws and Disorder 


I n a few short days, hubbub at the 
Statehouse will abruptly subside 
and 180 lawmakers will return 
home to their districts to campaign 
for reelection. A few retiring pols will 
officially enter their post-legislative 
golden years. 

When state lawmakers descended on 
Montpelier four months ago. much of 
Vermont was still suffering from the ef- 
fects of Tropical Storm Irene. Politicians 
of all stripes said the second half of the 
2011-12 session would be about one 
thing: rebuilding. With that kind of uni- 
fying message, it seemed as if the session 
would be one big - and boring - fix-it 
fest with a “Kumbayn" soundtrack. 

But by theend, it was more like "Crazy 
Train," with a backlog of important biDs 
and the Senate going off the rails. 

So what did our esteemed governor 
and legislators - most of whom want 
you to give them two more years — ac- 
tually accomplish over the past bien- 
nium? A lot And not a lot. Some of the 
most contentious bills — a philosophical 
exemption for childhood vaccines, to 
name just one - were still unresolved as 

Seems diat for everything that got 
done, something equally important fell 
by the wayside. Here’s a selective list of 
bills signed into law in the past two years 
- die highlights, lowlights and “grow 
lights" of the 2011-12 sessioa 

■ Vermont is on the road to universal 
health care. First stop: a health care ex- 
change that will force/allow thousands 
of Vermonters to shop for health care the 
way we shop for airfare — on Expedia- 
style search engines. Great. I can't wait 
to see what the medical version of a red- 
eye looks like. 

ney's fees if they sue die state for public 
records and win. Plus, a summer study 
committee is reviewing more than 250 
exemptions to die public-records act — 
over a three-year period. Wouldn't want 
to rush it or anything. 

• Skiing and snowboarding are now 
Vermont's official winter sport. Better 
luck next time, curlers! 

• Three game birds — quail, pheasant 
and partridge - were removed from die 
list of poultry birds subject to slaughter 
inspection by die state. Remind me to 
order the duck next time. 

• Vermont is officially on record — or 
at least the legislature is - for calling on 
Congress to amend the U.S. Constitution 


to undo the democracy-eroding Citizens 
United campaign finance ruling. 
Meanwhile, statewide campaign finance 
reform went nowhere, meani ng Vermont’s 
officeholders can still gorge themselves at 
the corporate donation trough. 

• After 248 years of confusion, it took 
an act of the legislature to finally resolve 
the town line between Shelburne and St 
George. Considering that it's a minor 
miracle diey can redistrict the entire 
state every 10 years. 

for human trafficking and a program of 
services for victims. Meanwhile, the feds 
are unraveling a prostitution ring that 
was bringing women from New York City 
to service workers on Vermont farms. 


BY THE END. THE 
LEGISLATIVE SESSION WAS 
MORE LIKE “CHAZYTHAIN,” 

WITH A BACKLOG OF IMPORTANT 
BILLS AND THE SENATE GOING 
OFF THE BIIILS. 

• Medical-marijuana patients will 
now have a safe and legal place to obtain 
their medicine, thanks to a dispensary 
bill passed last year. People sick with 
AIDS, cancer and MS were heretofore 
left to grow it — or buy it on the black 
market. Meanwhile, legislation to de- 
criminalize possession of two ounces or 
less of pot went up in smoke. 

• Lawmakers could have passed a 
bill granting Vermont driver’s licenses 
to migrant farmworkers, many of them 
here illegally. Instead, they punted to a 
summer study committee, which will 
navigate the road to licensure by next 
January. Sorry, Jose and Raiil — you’ll 
just have to keep walking those 20 miles 
to the doctor’s office. 

TheBigBopp-er 

He’s been called “the constitutional 
terror of Terre Haute” and "public 
enemy No. 1 for fair elections." He’s the 
lawyer behind Citizens United, the in- 
famous "corporations are people” case, 
and he's spent a 30-year legal career 
challenging - and overturning - state 
election laws around the country. 


On Monday. James bopp jr. appeared 
in a Vermont courtroom to argue for 
tin-owing out what remains of Vermont’s 
already-weakened campaign finance 
regulations. A white-haired lawyer from 
Indiana, he’s representing the conserva- 
tive Vermont Right to Life Committee in 
a lawsuit against the state, filed in August 
2009, that finally came to a hearing on 
summary judgment motions. Bopp’s 
lawsuit seeks to strike down state law 
so that political committees can raise 
money without disclosing their donors, 
and run ads without saying who paid for 

It's a complex First Amendment case 
that state lawyers say could also effec- 
tively permit the existence of Vermont- 
level Super PACs — political committees 
that can raise and spend unlimited stuns 
to support or oppose candidates, while 
keeping secret the identities of their 
funders. 

Presiding over Monday's hearing was 
U.S. District Judge william k. sessions in, 
who greeted Bopp warmly. The two are 
practically old friends ~. or maybe old 
frenemies. 

This case is the third campaign fi- 
nance lawsuit Bopp has brought against 
Vermont since 1997 — all before Judge 
Sessions. Itmarked die second time he’d 
squared off against Assistant Attorney 
General eve jacobs-carnahan, who argued 
the state's case at Monday's hearing. 

In die identically named 1997 case 
of Vermont Right to Life Committee v. 
Sorrell (that would be Attorney General 
bill sorrell), Bopp persuaded a federal 
appeals court to declare Vermont’s mass 
media disclosure rules unconstitutional, 
prompting the legislature to change the 
law. His next lawsuit, Randall v. Sorrell, 
went all the way to the U.S. Supreme 
Court, which in 2006 struck down 
Vermont’s strictest-in-the-nation cam- 
paign spending limits. 

So what does mean ol’ Bopp have 
against the land of soy milk and honey, 
anyway? Nothing in particular. Bopp 
sues pretty much every state that im- 
poses what he believes are “onerous” 
campaign finance restrictions on groups 
such as Vermont Right to Life. Bopp says 
he presently has three dozen campaign 
finance lawsuits in the courts. 

“It’s kind of a shotgun approach.” 
Jacobs-Carnahan observes. “He puts 
all these cases out there all around the 
country and, whenever he likes a deci- 
sion, he pushes it further." That might 




GOT A TIP FOR ANDY? ANDY@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 


explain why Bopp inadvertendy re- 
ferred to Vermont as Virginia and Maine 
during Monday’s hearing 

"He has trouble remembering 
which state he’s in,” Jacobs- Carnahan 
theorizes. 

What’s so onerous about Vermont 
elections law? Filling out forms, for one 
thing. Bopp told Sessions diat rather 
dian filing regular reports — even 
during periods when PACs 
are not raising or spending 
money — the law should 
require only “event- driven” 
reporting when a PAC does 
somediing: holds a fundraiser, airs a TV 
ad or die equivalent. Anything more 
burdensome has the potential to reduce 
political participation by average folks, 

No matter that Vermont Right to Life 
treasurer sharon toborg said under oath 
that she spends just five to IS minutes 
filling out each of the organization's 

Perhaps more importantly, Bopp 
wants to eliminate the $2000 contribu- 
tion limit on PACs such as the Vermont 
Right to Life Committee - Fund for 
Independent Political Expenditures 
(VRLC-FIPE), an ofishoot of die main 
organization that has advocated for 
pro-life candidates, including the 2010 
Republican nominee for governor, Brian 
oubie. 

The Vermont Right to Life 
Committee maintains an extensive 
mailing list of pro-life voters, candi- 
dates and activists that it wants to share 
with VRLC-FIPE to use for political 
activities. But the mailing list is valued 
at more than $ 2000 , so sharing it would 
constitute an illegal contribution. Bopp 
wants to strike down that $2000 contri- 
bution limit 

Jacobs- Carnahan told Sessions that 
doing so would be “totally contrary" 
to a century of Vermont campaign fi- 
nance law. 

“The whole purpose of these laws 
has been driven by the need to ensure 
the integrity of our electoral system,” 
she told die judge. “If die public ceases 
to believe that politicians are not ac- 
countable to people but to monied 
interests, the democratic system will 
have failed." 

In a midwestern twang, Bopp laid 
out the evidence against the state — a 
string of campaign finance case law 
stretching back to the pre-Watergate 


era — to show that Vermont's laws 
violate First Amendment rights. At 
one point, a worked-up Bopp was 
gesticulating so wildly with his arms, 
he knocked a microphone right off the 

“This parade of horribles is com- 
pletely bunk because they can do all 
the disclosing the law requires with 
[event-driven] reports,” Bopp said 
in response to the state’s 
warnings. 

Sessions interrupted 
Bopp at one point to note 
an irony: a section of die 
Citizens United decision actually upheld 
disclosure rules by reaffirming die 
rights of states to require identifying 
information from campaign donors. 

“It’s a fairly progressive ruling in that 
regard,” the judge said. 

Sessions was clearly enjoying joust- 
ing with Bopp - a bright legal mind. 
There was laughter in the courtroom 
several times and, at one point. Sessions 
told the loquacious lawyer, “My grand- 
children refer to me as Bop. I don't 
mean to suggest we're related in any 
way.” More laughter. 

Watching Monday's court action 
from the front row were Toborg, 
kathy scheele, the head of elections at 
Secretary of State jim condos' office, 
and Assistant Attorney General susanne 
young, who served as legal counsel to 
former Republican governor jimdouglas 
— who twice vetoed campaign finance 
reform bills. No other media attended. 

Standing outside the courtroom 
after die three-hour hearing, a more 
subdued Bopp wouldn't hazard a guess 
as to how Sessions will rule in the case. 
Neidier would Jacobs- Carnahan. But 
both agreed on one tiling: No matter 
who wins, the fight is likely to rage on in 
federal appeals court. 

From there? Who knows. Maybe the 
conservative U.S. Supremes will take an- 
other whack at Vermont's election laws, 
and we'll get Bopped again. ® 


H Listen to Andy Tuesday mornlngsat 
8:40 a.m. on WVMT 620 AM. 


I Follow Andy on Twitter: 
twltter.com/Andy Bromage. 



BHISencl Andy an old-fashioned email: 
BlVandyOs evendaysvt.com. 





LEUNIGS 


Louise and Francois Rene regularly drive 
two hours from Montreal, a culinary 
jewel, to eat at Leunig’s. Pourquoi? 

Because it’s worth it. 
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Treasurer Beth Pearce Fell Into the Job 
— Can She Win an Election to Keep It? 


S he's one of Vermont’s top- 
ranked officials, but that 
doesn't mean you’ve heard of 
her. You’ve certainly never east 

Plucked out of political obscurity 
in December 2010 to serve as state 
treasurer, Beth Pearce has spent the past 
year and a half adjusting to a few new 
roles: state banker, boss, politician. This 
year she’s adjusting to yet another one: 
candidate forelection. 

Until recently, Pearce says, “I’ve taken 
more of a second seat, second chair in 
most of my career." 

That all changed when Pearce, a 
longtime deputy to dien-treasurer Jeb 
Spaulding, got a call sliordy after the 
November 2010 election. At the time, 
she was at home in Barre recovering 
from foot surgery. 

“Jeb called me up and said, ‘I've gotta 
talk to you,”’ Pearce recalls. “I said, ‘Well, 
you know, the house Is a mess and I’m 
limping around, but come on by.”’ 

Spaulding had some news for Pearce. 
Though he had just won his fifth two- 
year term as state treasurer, he was 
resigning to take a job as a top staffer to 
governor-elect Peter Shumlin. What's 
more, Spaulding had talked Shumlin 
o into appointing Pearce to replace him as 

> According to Spaulding, Shumlin 

z “was persuaded diat the state of Vermont 
| would benefit by having someone of 
her caliber in the office and took her at 
her word she would take seriously the 
js responsibility of running a legitimate 

§ campaign forelection." 

9 David Coates, a retired KPMG 

HI managing partner and consummate 

S political insider, says it was remarkable 

that Shumlin chose Pearce. He could 
have picked any one of a number of 
ut established pols. 

g “He was badgered with people who 
p wanted that position — some who are 

8! in the legislature now," Coates says. “He 

went for competence, and I give him 
high marks for that." 

Pearce certainly doesn’t fit the mold 
S of a politically ambitious statewide 

3 officeholder in Vermont. Typically, 

j lower-ranking constitutional officers 

o - treasurer, secretary of state, attorney 

2 general, auditor and lieutenant governor 



- do their time, rely on experienced 
deputies and then run for higher office. 

Not so with Pearce. 

“I think the best state treasurers are 
those who are not using the position as 
a political stepping stone," 

Spaulding says. “I can’t 
imagine Beth is aspiring 
to run for any other office. 

I think she was born to be 


POLITICS 


Coates, who serves on 
several state boards with Pearce, agrees. 

“The treasurer's office shouldn’t 
be about politics. It should be about 


competence - and she brings an 
extraordinary amount of competence to 
that office," he says. “She’s so darn good 
financially and understands all of the 
aspects of what it takes to be treasurer." 

Though a neophyte 
to elected office, Pearce 
has politics in her blood. 
Born and raised in West 
Springfield, Mass., Pearce 

the oldest of five children 
in a family deeply enmeshed in local 
politics. Her grandmother cam paigned 
for women's voting rights. Her father, 


a Western Union manager, served on 
the select and school boards and ran 
unsuccessfully for state Senate in 
1960. 

“When I would go down the street as 
a kid, people would stop and say, “Your 
grandmother helped me with this, your 
dad helped me with this, your mother 
did this,”’ she says. “That was a heritage 
I was proud of.” 

A younger sister got involved in 
Democratic politics and a brother 
became a political consultant, but 
Pearce spent most of her career as a 
financial professional in local and state 
government, eventually serving as a 
deputy state treasurer in Massachusetts. 
When her boss. Shannon O'Brien, left 
office after losing a gubernatorial race 
to a guy named Mitt Romney, Pearce 
applied to be Spaulding's No. 2 in 
Vermont. 

Spaulding says he was struck by 
die first half of Pearce’s email address: 
ECAFR. 

“It was Elizabeth, C-A-F-R, which 
stands for Comprehensive Annual 
Financial Report," Spaulding says. 
“That's still ho - personal email address. 
She’s just into the mechanics of state 
finance. I thought that email address 
said a lot about her." 

It doesn't take long for Pearce to 
admit the obvious during an interview 
in her Montpelier office — a drab room 
on the fourth floor of the Pavilion state 
office building, decorated with Van Gogh 
prints and overlooking the east entrance 
of the Statehouse. 

“I’m a geek. I’m absolutely a geek,” 
she says. “I love talking to actuaries. 
I joke that at parties I’ll gravitate to 
actuaries, which is not something most 
people would do.” 

Pearce talks a mile a minute with an 
accent that betrays her Massachusetts 
roots. When it comes to the job, she’s 
beyond voluble, gleefully rattling off 
numbers and acronyms. But when asked 
about her political beliefs or her personal 
interests, she's more reticent. 

“I like bird watching. I’m not the best 
at identification, but I enjoy the walk and 
the contemplative period with that,” she 
says. “And I have a hobby that’s a little 
offbeat: I like non-Euclidean geometry 
and areas of theoretical physics.” 
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Mostly, Pearce makes clear, she loves 
her three grandchildren and her job. 

With a staff of 34, Pearce oversees 
the flow of more than $4 billion a year 
in state funds. The office issues bonds, 
invests state fluids, oversees three 
pension plans and seeks to return 
unclaimed property. 

"It's a substantial amount of money 
that flows through the office literally 
billions on an annual basis — so it’s 
important to be transparent and 
accountable and to be sure the people’s 
money is taken care of.” says former 
governor Jim Douglas, who preceded 
Spaulding as state treasurer. 

Perhaps one of the most important 
duties of a treasurer is to protect 
the state’s bond rating a measure of 
the state’s fiscal responsibility that 
determines the interest rate nt which 
it can borrow money. Widi two AAA 
ratings and one AA*, Vermont’s is the 
strongest in New England. Though bond 
ratings are the product of a number of 
factors — not simply the job performance 


though her foot surgery left her with 
a pronounced limp that slows her on 
stairs. Driving around in her black 
Subaru Legacy — replete with the 
state's official No. 3 license plate — back 
and forth to a meeting of the State 
Infrastructure Bank Board, she nearly 
causes three separate traffic accidents. 
Perhaps she’s juggling too much in 
her head to drive safely? This reporter 
fastens his seat belt. 

Perhaps to prepare herself for the 
approaching campaign season — this 
will be Pearce's first election since her 
early twenties, when she ran for a role 
in West Springfield's town meeting — 
Pearce peppers her answers with talking 
points about job creation and renewable- 
energy financing. But it’s clear that she'd 
rather be talking about CAFRs. 

Despite Pearce’s utter lack of 
electoral experience and presumably 
nonexistent name recognition, she 
doesn't have a declared opponent. Yet 

Vermont Republican Party chairman 
Jack Llndley says that will soon change. 


I’M A GEEK. ILOVETALKING TQACTUARIES. 

BETH PEARCE 


of an incumbent treasurer - Spaulding 
credits Pearce with aggressively 
defending Vermont's cash reserves 
when she served as deputy treasurer 
during the financial crash of 2008. 

“Vermont didn't suffer die kinds 
of losses many other states did, and 
that was primarily the result of Beth's 
competence, not mine,” Spaulding says. 

Pearce is particularly proud of her 
office’s response to last spring’s floods 
and Tropical Storm Iratein late August. 
During the former, her staff worked 
to make sure child-support recipients 
and retirees received checks without 
interruption. Duringthelatter, theoffice 
accelerated the distribution of local 
highway aid and educatkm payments 
to towns hit by Irene - and extended 
education tax deadlines. 

“It was a really big deal for us,” says 
Christina Moore, a volunteer FEMA 
officer for the town of Halifax, which 
endured $4.4 million in damage during 
Irene. “Anybody that allows us to delay a 
payment becomes a hero in our minds.” 

When Pearce showed up in Halifax 
on Town Meeting Day, Moore says, the 
southern Vermont town was impressed 
that a statewide officeholder had 
traveled so far to visit them. 

Pearce walks as fast as she talks, 


“We have a great candidate. I'll let 
her make the announcement on May 
14," Lindley hints. 

One name that has floated to die 
surface is that of Wendy Wilton, a 
former state senator from Rutland who 
has served as the city treasurer since 
2007. Wilton was evasive when asked 
last week if she would seek the job. 

“Many people have asked me. I have 
thought somewhat about it, but I have 
not made a decision," Wilton said. 

Backon the fourth floorof die Pavilion, 
a fourth grader from Londonderry lias 
shown up at theoffice. As part ofaschool 
project, the girl had sent Pearce a letter 
that read, “I think state treasurer would 
be a cool job.” Pearce’s staff invited die 
girl up for a tour. 

Guiding the 10-year-old around die 
office, Pearce attempts to impart upon 
us the thrills of cash management, 
unclaimed property and sound 
financial planning. As the tour drags 
on, the fourth-grader appears more 
and more skeptical of how cool a job 
state treasurer might be. But Pearce is 
animated. She thinks it’s plenty cooL 

“I love this job. I want to do this for 
a long time,” she says. “This is what 
I like doing. I get excited about cash 
management." ® 
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Nuke of the North: Quebec’s Gentilly-2 Reactor 
Faces VT Yankee-Style Closure Fight 

BY KEN PICARD 



A decades-old nuclear power 
plant that sits about 135 miles 
from Burlington was scheduled 
to close in 2012 but is now 
seeking a new lease on life. 

For years, nearby residents paid 
the reactor little mind — indeed, many 
were unaware of its existence — until 
antinuke activists sounded the alarm 
about the plant’s safety and reliability 
record. Those concerns were fueled, in 
part, by unscheduled outages; releases of 
radioactive isotopes, notably tritium, into 
the environment; and tons of spent nuclear 
fuel stored on-site in dry-cask containers. 

Thecorporation that owns and operates 
the plant, which employs about 750 people, 
has repeatedly assured neighbors that the 
reactor is safe - and promised government 
S leaders and regulators that the plant would 
>-> be decommissioned on time. 

3; But now the utility, which has a 
< reputation for secrecy regarding the 

5 plant's finances and internal operations, 
uj has instead proposed refurbishing the 
reactor and keeping it running until 2040. 
The national regulatory body that oversees 
~ nuclear safety effectively rubber-stamped 
§ the plan, even before it had received a 
o comprehensive safety-analysis report. 

®j Regulatory approval of the plant's 

^ continued operation came despite 

“ overwhelming opposition from local 

citizens; 320 municipalities adopted a 
M resolution calling for the plant's closure. 

2 government, which has the final say, to 
> keep its promise and shut down the aging 
reactor before a serious accident occurs. 

We're talking about Vermont Yankee, 
right? Wrong. It'sthe Gentilly-2 Generating 
“! Station, nestled on the banks of the St 
t— Lawrence River in Becancour, Quebec, 
g But the story of the 675-megawatt 
^ nuclear plant is eerily similar to that of 
o Vermont Yankee. Pronounced "jhontee 
£ deu,” but often referred to simply as "G-Z” 


it's tile only operational nuclear plant in 
Quebec. The province next door — Ontario 
- has 20. Another nuke, a twin of G-2, is in 
New Brunswick. 

G-2, which opened in October 1983, is 
owned and operated by Hydro-Quebec, 
one of Canada's largest utilities and a 
major supplier of Vermont's electricity. In 
2009. Hydro-Quebec provided more than 
1.7 million megawatt-hours of electricity 
to Vermont, or nearly one-third of the 
state's entire energy load, according to the 
Vermont Department of Public Service. 

G-2 represents 2.5 percent of Hydro- 
Quebec’s total generating capacity — a 
drop in the bucket compared with the 97 
percent that comes from hydroelectric 
dams. Hydro-Quebec representatives 
cannot say how much power Vermont 
derives from G-2. All the electricity it 
generates is fed into Hydro- Quebec’s 
electric grid. 

Why should Vermonter s care about G -2 

negligible at best? For one, G-2 lies midway 
between Quebec City and Montreal, 
making it the nearest nuclear reactor to 
northern Vermont — closer than Indian 
Point in Buchanan, N.Y.; Pilgrim Nuclear 
in Plymouth, Mass.; Seabrook Station in 
Seabrook, N.H.; or Millstone Nuclear in 
Waterford, Conn. In fact, G-2 is closer to 
thousands of Vermonters than Vermont 
Yankee. By the end of 2012, perhaps as early 
as September, the provisional government 
of Quebec will decide whether the plant 
shuts down for good or stays open for 

TO learn more about Gentilly-2, 1 drove 
three and a half hours north to Trois- 
Rivicres. Many of die city's residents cross 
die Laviolette Bridge each morning to 
work in Le Parc Industriel et Portuaire de 
Becancour, or the Becancour Waterfront 
Industrial Park, the largest industrial 
complex in Quebec. The park is situated 
at the crossroads of three electrical 


transmission networks. The massive high- 
voltage lines, which also deliver power to 
N ew England, can be seen along Autoroute 
20, a major east-west highway between 
Montreal and Quebec City. 

In Trois Rivieres, I meet up with 
Michel FugOre, 63, from Mouvement 
Sortons le Quebec du Nuclcaire, or the 
campaign for Nuclear Phaseout in Quebec. 
Fugere has spent more than 25 years 
fighting Gcntilly-Z A genial and animated 
Quebecois who speaks English with a thick 
French accent, Fugere drives us to nearby 
Champlain, a quaint agricultural village of 
about 1600 people. The homes are a mix of 
historical and modern; those along die St 
Lawrence look pricey. 

Champlain offers the best public view 
of G-Z which lies just four kilometers, 
or 2.5 miles, across the river. From this 
vantage point, it’s an unimpressive-looking 
facility. Like Vermont Yankee, it lacks the 

Fugere drives us through a residential 
neighborhood near the Notrc-Dame-de- 
la-Visitation Church. Several years ago. 
he says, about a half dozen women on one 
street developed thyroid problems, which 
Fugere’s group blamed on G-2’s emissions. 
They distributed placards that read, “Zero 
Nuclcaire.” 

Those weren't the first public health 
problems blamed on G-2. Fugere notes. 
More than 20 years ago, Fugere says, he 
threw himself into Canada's antinuke 

were bora with unusual birth defects 
in an area downriver from G-Z Hydro- 
Quebec vehemendy denied the cases 
were connected to the plant — indeed, no 
causal link was ever proved. Neverdieless, 
Canadian antinuke activists point out that 
their country's emission standards for 
radioactive releases from nuke plants are 
much higher than those in die European 
Union or the United States. 


Tritium is especially problematic. 
Fugere says, because G-2's reactor design, 
known as the CANDU-6, causes it to release 
more tritium annually than any other nuclear 
plant in the world. In fact, the Canadian 
Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC), the 
equivalent of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC). allows G-2 to release 
a greater quantity of tritium into the air 
and water each day than was estimated to 
be leaking from Vermont Yankee in a year. 
Canada^ standard for tritium in drinking 
water is nearly 10 times higher dian the limit 
set by the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

Fugere says Quebecois sentiment against 
nuclear energy runs deep, though one “Jean- 
Jacques” encountered in Trois Rivieres 
voices a pronuke view: “Gentilly is good jobs 
and good for companies with power.” says 
the 42-year-old in broken English. 

Polls have consistendy shown that a 
majority of Canadians oppose nuclear 
power, and that opposition only grew after 
last year's nuclear disaster in Fukushima. 
Japan. An April 2011 public opinion 
survey by Abacus Data found that only 34 
percent of Canadians supported nuclear 
power; 58 percent said diat Canada 
shouldn't build any more nukes and should 
close all existing ones. Only 22 percent 
characterized nuclear power as "safe.” 

Fugere readily admits he's not a 
trained scientist and refers more technical 
questions to Gordon Edwards, president 
of the Canadian Coalition for Nuclear 
Responsibility. Edwards, who’s based in 
Montreal, is Quebec’s equivalent of Arnie 
Gundersen of Burlington. He’s a nuclear 
physicist who has spent years challenging 
claims about the safety, reliability and 
economics of Canada's nuclear industry. 

Edwards arrived in Quebec in 1974, at a 
time when Hydro-Quebec was planning 
to build 100 nuclear reactors along the 
St. Lawrence River. In 1976, he and 
two colleagues gave a presentation on 
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resources minister. Two years later. 
Quebec declared a moratorium on 
new reactor construction other than 
that of Gentilly-2, which was already 
in progress. (Gentilly-1, a prototype 

has sat idle for years.) Canada has 22 
nuclear power plants. 

Edwards admits that most Quebdcois 
haven't followed the Vermont Yankee 
story any more closely than Vermonters 
have followed that of G-2. He’s an 
exception. Not surprisingly, Edwards 
sees many striking parallels between 
the two plants. Like all nuclear reactors, 
he says. G-2 and VY are at the tail end 
of the so-called "bathtub curve" - a 
graphic representation of the likelihood 
of maintenance problems, which tends to 
be greatest when a reactor is new, when 

refurbished. 

As Edwards explains, G-2 cannot 
continue to operate without replacing 
thousands of radioactive tubes that 


| 



constitute the reactor's primary cooling 
system. Over 30 years, those tubes have 
grown brittle, corroded and dangerously 
thin, he explains, dramatically increasing the 
likclihotxl of a loss-of-coolant accident, like 
the one that blew up Switzerland’s Luccns 
reactor in 1969 and Chernobyl in 1986. 

Part of Edwards' concern is that the 
refurbishment, which has an estimated 
price tag of $2 billion, won't include 
replacing the reactor’s steam generators, 
whose components are also 30 years old. 

“When you fix up an old car, its the 
parts you don't fix that are most likely to 
break down,” he explains. The fact that 
Hydro-Quebec isn’t replacing its steam 
generators is "a worry, to say the least." 

Why isn’t the CNSC mandating that 
work? As Edwards explains, the CN SC , like 
its American equivalent, tends to accept 
such decisions from nuclear-industry 
executives without much skepticism. 

"We have a regulatory agency here 
that is so pronudear that they just 
regard this whole refurbishment, which 
is essentially rebuilding the core of the 

and consequently doesn't require a special 
hearing or investigation. 

"There's also the general mystification 
over [nuclear] technology," Edwards 


adds. “People don’t feel empowered to 
understand what's going on, because they 
don't know the technical terms and can't 
decode the documents diat diey read." 

He points out that Hydro- Quebec 
already went ahead and spent S800 
million ‘behind people’s backs” on the 
refurbishment, even though the decision 
to keep the plant operational still rests in 
die hands of the provincial government 

Compounding die problem is an 
alleged culture of secrecy at Hydro- 
Quebec. Though the company is owned 
by Quebec citizens, Edwards says getting 
information is even harder than it is in the 
United States. 

1 encountered diat resistance when 
my request to Hydro-Quebec to tour die 
facility was denied "for security reasons." 
Later, when I tried to drive to G-2’s 
front gate, my car was intercepted on an 
entrance road by a Hydro-Quebec security 
vehicle. The driver was a petite and very 
well-armed female guard who spoke little 
English but made her instructions to leave 
abundantly clear. 
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Reached by phone, Marie-Elaine 
Deveault, a spokesperson for Hydro- 
Quebec in Montreal, says that critics’ 
claims about maintenance and reliability 
problems at G-2 are overblown. She insists 
that the plant’s record is “very good, 
actually. It’s all in the maintenance." As 
she explains, G-2 is shut down once a year 
to keep it in tip-top shape. 

The CNSC would never let us run 
unless we were reaching the highest 
security possible." she adds. 

But Edwards says such assertions 
illustrate the "Jekyll and Hyde” nature of 
nuclear power. He notes that G-2 sits in 
an active earthquake zone: “It’s safe until 
it becomes very dangerous." And then it 
becomes not just a local but a global concern 
To wit: Several weeks ago, Fugere 
organized an event commemorating the 
one-year anniversary of the Fukushima 
disaster. To demonstrate how and where 
nuclear radiation might travel in the event 
of a similar accident at G-2. organizers 
launched three atmospheric balloons 
outfitted with GPS units. Within hours, 
the balloons were tracked to Maine. 

'That day the wind was going that way. 
On another day, it might go in the Vermont 
direction," Ftigfcre says. “I think that might 
be of interest to your readers, eh?” ® 
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// I'm the first person 
to answer the 
phones and direct 
the calls — mainly 
the customer service 
part of the business. 

I don’t sell cars, but 
I observe everybody 
who does. To see 
Shannon Bolduc and 
Sara Routhier with 
the customers, I 
would say they listen 
more. They really get 
to know their clients 
and help them with 
exactly what they're 
looking for. I don't 
know if they feel they 
have more to prove 
because it's a male- 
dominated business. 
But if you look at the 
sales board, Shannon 
and Sara are right at 
the top. 










Should the Burlington Free Press 
Share Its Almost- Pulitzer Glory? 



Free Press is a member), Brattleboro-based 
Prison Legal News, state archivist Gregory 
Sanford and the Vermont State Employees 
Association (VSEA), as well as citizen 


re probably late in getting to 
Sanford. Vermont’s official keeper 


about everything from local embezzlers 
to the investigation into the mysterious 
disappearance of an Essex couple, Bill 
and Lorraine Currier. The paper endorsed 
Burlington mayoral candidate Jason 
Lorber - who came in last of four contend- 
ers in the Democratic caucus — because of 
his transparency platform. 

The body of editorials earned the Free 

Press a Scripps Howard Foundation 



I NEVER READ THE EDITORIALS.. 


SEN. JEANETTE WHITE 


T he Burlington Free Press made 
news last month when it was 
named a finalist for a Pulitzer 
Prize - tlie most prestigious 
award in journalism. The Pulitzer board 
did not pick a winner this year in the 
"editorial writing" categoiy, but on April 
16. it announced that Vermont’s largest 
daily newspaper had made the short list 
for a "campaign that resulted in the state’s 
first reform of open government laws in 35 
years, reducing legal obstacles that helped 
shroud the work of government officials." 

The Free Press covered its own Pulitzer 
nod, of course. An un-bylined story on Page 
One die next day said the paper's editorials 
’’helped persuade the Legislature last year 
to require judges to award legal costs to 
people who win public records lawsuits." 
A second front-page "article” in the fol- 
lowing Sunday's paper — by publisher Jim 
Fogler — credited the editors with "prod- 
ding Vermont to make its first reform of 
open government laws in 35 years." 

That’s a powerful journalistic narrative. 
But is it accurate? 

The public-records law signed by Gov. 
Peter Shumlin last year made a number of 
reforms. As referenced by the Free Press, 
it created penalties against government 
agencies that deny access to records when 
die person requesting them prevails in 
court It also established a legislative study 
committee charged with reviewing the 
public-records act and each of its more 
than 250 exemptions. 

s Who deserves eredi l for the changes? 

3 At die Statehousc last week, some poli- 
> ticians were just as eager as die Free Press 
5 to claim some responsibility for what they 
z see as an important and politically popu- 
| lar, victory. 

"I was pushing transparency right from 
the get-go." says Secretary of State Jim 
m Condos, who bamstonned 14 Vermont 
g towns on a "transparency tour” last year, 
g The two lawmakers who quarterbacked 

Dj last year's legislation maintain the bill had 
o been on their to-do list since 2007. 

8 "1 never read the editorials." says 

Sea Jeanette White (D-Windham). who 
chairs the Senate Government Operations 
> Committee. “I cannot tell you what one of 
° the editorials said, except the one that said 
g I was acting like a weasel” 

8! White’s counterpart in the House, Rep. 
Donna Sweaney (D-Windsor), admits 
diere was "nudging from die news media,” 
m but insists the Free Press "was not the 
“ driving force.” She credits her own com- 
< mittee, plus a coalition of advocates that 
includes Condos, the American Civil 
g Liberties Union of Vermont, die Vermont 
a Press Association (of which die Burlington 


brought by the VSEA that said the union 
could not be charged simply for inspecting 
public records. 

“I don't want to quibble — the Free 
Press should get its due — but I see the 
push that resulted in the change as a 
group, though not coordinated, effort," 
Sanford says. The Rutland Herald fought 
two cases to the Vermont Supreme Court 
in an attempt to obtain records in secretive 
police discipline cases — helping establish 
new precedent in the process. The Valley 
News and VTDigger.org both batded the 
Hartford Police Department over records 
relating to alleged misconduct by its of- 
ficers; VTDigger’s Anne Galloway teamed 
up with the ACLU to sue for records in the 
Wayne Burwell case, in which an African 
American man was pepper-sprayed in his 
own home after Hartford police mistook 
him for an intruder. 

But at the Free Press, open-records 
reform has been a veritable crusade. 
Since 2008, editors Mike Townsend and 
Aid Soga have penned more than 100 
editorials calling for greater transparency 
in Vermont’s halls of power. They've ex- 
tracted public-records lessons from stories 


ously weak public-records law - once 
ranked second worst in the U.S. - to win 
release of previously sealed criminal 

proceedings. 

But he's not alone. Several Vermont 
newspaper editors complained to Seven 
Days that the Free Press appeared to be 
claiming sole credit for changing the re- 
cords law. But, tellingly, none would go on 

Doug Clifton, a retired Pulitzer Prize- 
winning newspaper editor who lives in 
Middlebury, says the Free Press deserves 
credit for bringing the open government 
issue to die forefront, because it has 
done more than any other news outlet in 
Vermont “on the freedom-of-information 
front." 

“Did the Free Press go overboard in 
claiming credit for legislative action?" 
asks Clifton, who was executive editor of 
the Cleveland Plain Dealer and the Miami 
Herald. "I think you could make an argu- 
ment either way. But I don't think it’s 
untoward that they take some credit for it” 

The real test, Clifton says, would be how 
the Free Press characterized the impact of 


its campaign to the Pulitzer board. “If they 
say they were the moving force on the law, 
that would be an overstretch," he says. 

Ironically, the Free Press editors were 
not forthcoming with that information. 
Soga supplied a written statement that 
read; "It's quite an honor that reflects on 
everyone at the Free Press. ...There's plenty 
of work left to do for open government in 
Vermont. We're not done.” 

Asked to provide a copy of its nominat- 
ing letter — media outlets recommend 
themselves for Pulitzers — Soga said, ’Tm 
afraid I have no access to our submission 
package. You’ll have to track down Mike.” 

That’s Mike Townsend, the Free Press 
executive editor. Townsend didn't reply 
to numerous phone and email messages 
over tlie past two weeks requesting an in- 
terview, a copy of the submission letter or 
any other information about how the Free 
Press characterized its own role in chang- 
ing public-records law in Vermont to the 
Pulitzer board. 

SigGissler, administrator of the Pulitzer 
Prizes, told Seven Days he could not help 

Richard Coe is editorial-page editor of 
the Bulletin in Bend. Ore., and chaired the 
five-member jury that reviewed Pulitzer 
submissions in editorial writing. While 
Pulitzer rules limitwhat he could say about 
the selection process, Coe tells Seven Days 
that the Free Press was nominated because 
it was “among the top submissions that we 
felt we had this year to choose from." Soga 
and Townsend share the finalist honor 
with Bloomberg News (for editorials 
examining die European debt crisis) and 
the Tampa Bay Times (for editorials that 
led Florida Gov. Rick Scott to “mend his 

Coe says his jury received 60 submis- 
sions in editorial writing tills year and 
narrowed it down to die final three. Why 
was no winner chosen? Gissler says Ik 
can't discuss confidential deliberations but 

won majority support from the Pulitzer 
board The group did not pick a fiction 
winner this year, either. 

“We don’t really go into details into 
why a prize is awarded or not awarded," 

Coe admits that it's often difficult to 
draw a direct link between a newspaper’s 
editorializing and its impact on changing 
public policy, adding that Pulitzer juries do 
not independently research such tilings. 

But impact isn’t the only metric The 
Pulitzer board also looks for editorial writ- 
ing with “clearness of style, moral purpose, 
sound reasoning and the power to influ- 
ence public opinion." ® 
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Noisy and United on a Raw May Day in Montpelier 

BY KEVIN J. KELLEY 

Several hundred Vermonters joined in a noisy, festive demo on a raw May Day 
in Montpelier, waving red-and-white placards emblazoned with the slogan "Put 
People First.” A panoply of causes was represented on an occasion that most of 
the world celebrates as the workers holiday. 

US. Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-VT) earned the day’s loudest cheers and touched 
on income inequality, child poverty, climate change, the Citizens United 
corporations-are-people decision and “our dysfunctional health care system." 
Sanders also denounced three U.S. wars: in Iraq, in Afghanistan and "against 
women.” 

Some of the additional concerns represented at the rally included Abenaki 

childcare workers' unionization efforts, Vermont Yankee’s relicensing, the impact 
of Tropical Storm Irene on mobile-home dwellers and the status of migrant 
farmworkers. 

Bernie Hernandez, a farmworker from Mexico, drew laughs and applause with 
the line "Without us. there are no crcemees!" © 


Councilors Question Carleton 
as Burlington City Attorney Pick 

BY RAUL HEINTZ 

When Burlington mayor Miro Weinberger nominated friend and political adviser 
Ian Carleton to the post of city attorney two weeks ago, he hoped for a speedy 
confirmation by the city council this week. 

But instead of a new job, Carleton got a grilling from skeptical councilors at 
an informal session Monday night They asked the attorney and former Vermont 
Democratic Party chairman about his loyalty to Weinberger, his partisan past his 
Huntington residence and Ids salary. 

“I'm trying to figure out if I can trust you," said Councilor Sharon Bushor 

appointment. Eight of the 14 councilors must approve it 

Asked why he should make $112,000 a year - $4000 more than outgoing 
city attorney Ken Schatz — Carleton cited his private-sector experience and 
education. 

"I graduated from the best law school in the country. It was ranked No. 1 
when I was there and is still ranked No. L” said Carleton, who attended Yale Law 
School® 



Wind Opponent 
Gets Bird’s-Eye 
View of Lowell 
Construction 

Wind- power opponent Steve Wrijdit 
took to the skies to get an aerial 
view of the impact the Kingdom 
Community Wind project is having 
on Lowell Mountain. From 1000 
feet up, Wright got a rare look at 
the construction and destruction 
occurring to make way for 2 1 wind 
turbines. Staff writer Kadiryn Flagg 
talked to Wright about his photos and 
posted a number of diem on Blurt © 
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The Church Street Marketplace 
Spruces Up With a New Mural 


§ 



A bout a year ago, Leunig’s Bistro co-owner 
ROBERT FULLER was passing through Alabama 
on his BMW motorcycle en route to Florida 
when he came on the town of Dothan. The 
self-described Peanut Capital of the World, Dothan is also 
famous for its dozen or so murals depicting notable local 
personages and scenes from town history. 

As one of many highway travelers who would never 
have visited Dothan if not for its murals, Fuller became 
inspired to endow Burlington with a similar tourist attrac- 
tion. He decided to seed an ambitious mural project on the 
Church Street Marketplace with a SI 0,000 donation. 

“Robert Fuller is the visionary behind this whole 
thing," says Quebec artist Pierre Hardy, who is now near- 
ing completion of the trompe l’oeil extravaganza that will 
transform the alleyway alongside Banana Republic lead- 
ing to the Marketplace parking garage. Fuller invested 
in Hardy's mural titled “Everyone Loves a Parade!,” at a 
point when the project's overseers were having trouble 
persuading sponsors to cover its SS0.000 cost 

“It was really hard to present it to people without 
them seeing what it actually looked like," says Church 
Street Marketplace director RON reomond. “It wasn't 
until January, when you could see clearly 
what Pierre was doing, that people got it." 

The fundraising goal has now been reached, 

Redmond reports. 

panels leaning against the walls of an Essex 
garage — Hardy’s work has the visual power 
to persuade skeptics. And the work is likely 
to engage shoppers and strollers. Colorful and 
hyperrealistic, the mural unspools an eclectic 

There’s Robert Frost and bouffanted Hot Dog 
Lady lois bodoky: Ethan Allen and Snowflake 
Bentleys John Deere and John Dewey; Molly 
Stark, Veronica Lake and Wall Street tycoon 
Hetty Green; Maria von Trapp and Rudyard 
Kipling; John Flynn. CP. Smith, George Perkins 
Marsh, Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, Fred Tuttle, Jody 
Williams, Sen. BERNIE SANDERS, trey anastasio 
and at least a score more. 

Hardy has also included a few famous figures 


the finished 124-foot-by-16-foot mural has been pushed 
back from May to some time in June ... or maybe July. 

“It’s like we've been building a plane at the same time 
we've been flying it," Redmond comments. 

In addition to continually revamping the mural. 
Hardy has had to cope with the dislocation of living in 
the Courtyard Marriott hotel on Battery Street since 
September. “It's taken a lot of adapting" he admits. But 
Hardy's affable manner has also helped him make friends 
with several hotel employees, whom he has painted into 

Widi all the commercial signs Hardy is obliged to 
incorporate, some critics might view “Everyone Loves a 
Parade!" more as a cheesy billboard than as a playful work 
of public art The artist is confident, however, that the 
mural's celebratory spirit will prevail over the presence of 

Having created murals in the Dominican Republic 
and Lebanon, as well as several sites in Canada, Hardy 
lias built a reputation over the past 28 years as a skillful 


not known to have ever visited Vermont. Abe 
Lincoln, for example, is shown waving from a window 
because, the artist explains, Vermont was the first state to 
abolish slavery. OK, but what about Elvis? What’s the King 
doing here? “It’s a parade!" Hardy responds. "Something 
like this has to be whimsical.” 

The bearded, 50-year-old artist graciously hosts visi- 
tors to the makeshift studio where lie and two Vermont 
assistants, ethan miller and MARY vittum, are working to 
complete a project that began eight months ago. Hardy 
clearly takes pride in his creation, but he acknowledges an 
undercurrent of anxiety, as well. 

“It’s been a very complex project” Hardy says. “The 
emotions and reactions along the way have been very 

That's partly because he's had to find ways to add 
several individual likenesses at the behest of the Church 
Street Marketplace. For $2500, a sponsor gets a “full body 
image presence" in the parade, while it costs $7500 to 
have a storefront and its logo included in the tableau. Due 
in large part to the constant updating, the dedication of 


HARDY IS CONFIDENT THAT THE 
MURALS CELEBRATORY SPIRIT 111 

PREVAILQVER THE PRESENCE 
OF BRAND NAMES. 

painter who doesn’t compromise on essentials. His insis- 
tence on maintaining artistic control prevents him from 
taking on private residential commissions, he points out 
“A homeowner would have to agree to all my conditions, 
and that’s not easy to do," Hardy says. 

A marketplace committee chose hi m for the Burlington 
mural project in a 2009 competition that drew entries from 
15 artists in Canada. France and the United States. Part of 
the deal is that Hardy will engineer his work to endure 
for at least 20 years with only occasional touch-ups. The 
acrylics and high-tech exterior house paint he applies on 
industrial-grade plywood will be coated to guard against 
fading from sunlight and to allow easy removal of graffiti. 

The unveiling will occur during the Marketplace's 
30th anniversary year. It's time for the freshening up that 
Hardy’s work will provide, Fuller says, and notes that most 
U.S. downtowns that established pedestrian shopping 
streets during the past three decades have been unable to 
sustain those initiatives. “Church Street has been hugely 
successful, but you have to keep renewing it," he declares. 

Fuller has further ambitions for downtown Burlington 
that arc about as large in scale as "Everyone Loves a 
Parade!" He sees Hardy's mural as the first of half a dozen 
he hopes will be installed in the Queen City, eventually 
makingit as well known for its wall paintings as is Dothan, 
Ala.® 



■ GOT AN ARTS TIP? ARTNEWS@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 


VYO COMPOSER-IN-RESIDENCE 
LEAVES A MUSICAL LEGACY 



R ob paterson is nearing the end of his three-year position as the Vermont 
youth orchestra association's 'Music Alive" composer-in-residence. 
The award, funded by the League of American Orchestras and Meet the 
Composer, usually matches composers with professional orchestras around 
the U.S.; the VYOA isamongjusta handful of youth orchestras tohave won it. 

A year ago, Paterson sat down with "the two Jeffs,' as they're known — 
VYOA's music director-conductor Jeffrey domoto and choral director Jeffrey 
buettner — to discuss possible themes for a major commission marking the 
end of his residency. Paterson had just read Eaarth, environmental activist 
bill mckibben's 2010 book, about 
how global warming has already 
wrought a new planet, requiring 
new ways of living. 

'For me, it was eye-opening a 
little shocking," declares the New 
York City-based composer. "I do 
believe our actions are causing 
irrevocable damage to the envi- 
ronment, and I want to do what 
I can to help." So he proposed 
writing "something about the 
environment." 

The result is "A New Eaarth." 

Paterson's ambitious, half-hour 
work for the unusual combination 
of orchestra, chorus and narrator. 

The VYO will premiere the piece at 
its spring concert this Friday and 
Sunday, in Stowe and Burlington. 

The narrator will be McKibben 
himself "Bill is basically one of 
the strongest spokespeople for 
this stuff anywhere, not just in 
Vermont," Paterson notes of the 
Ripton resident and 350.org 
founder. The composer, who says 
he "loves working with the kids," 
wanted to give them a chance to 
collaborate with the luminary in their own back yard. 

McKibben will read a plain-spoken text Paterson wrote that begins with 
dire warnings ("This is really happening. Yet as nations, we do nothing.") and 
ends on a note of hope ("We can change who we are"). 

McKibben says he hasn't yet heard the music— he and the VYO wil I perform 
together for the first time at Frida/s rehearsal — and he has never performed 
an orchestra-backed narration before. But he's not worried. "I do a lot of public 
speaking," he says with understatement. 

The narrator^ passages alternate with the chorus singing excerpts from 
poems by James Joyce, William Wordsworth and others. 

Domoto says the orchestral music is through-composed — that i s, not sepa- 
rated into movements— and he deems the orchestration "quite good." 

Less reserved, VYO violist gawain usher, 15, of Shoreham, calls the music 
"emotionally incredible." "The notes are not hugely complex, but the hardest 
part is the emotional content," he says. 

Usher, a homeschooled 10th grader, sees the trajectory of hope In "A New 
Eaarth* as an echo of Vermont’s recent path from devastation in the wake of 
Tropical Storm Irene toward "community togetherness." 

Does he feel hopeful about the planet and global warming? ‘I really do," 
Usher says. "It is a problem, but it's fixable, and it will be fixed now. I would say. 
based on my knowledge of the people here in Vermont, it's a hopeful future." ® 


CLASSICAL MUSIC 


Vermont Youth Orchestra and VYO Chorus Spring Concert premiering Rob 

McKibben May 4. 8 p.m. Spruce Peak Performing Arts Center. Stowe: May 6. 3 p.m.. 
Flynn Center for the Perform! ng Arts, Burlington. S10 adults/seniors. S5 students. 
flynntix.org 



Where Recycling Metal Earns YOU Money 
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O ver a decade, malcolm -mac- 
Parker of Addison did the un- 
thinkable: He raised $28 million 
from Vermonters to make a film. 
But the bulk of that money went to repay- 
ing the investors themselves, and S3.8 
million ended up in the pockets of Parker's 
silent partner, Connecticut chiropractor 
Louis Soteriou. Now, as his fraud case 
draws national press. Parker is trying to 
begin the repayment of hisdebts — by self- 
publishing a book. 

It sounds like a joke. But, unlike his 
still-unfinished documentary. Birth of 
Innocence, Parker’s novel. Bare Earth, is 
readily available. He's selling downloads 
for $12 on his website, with an assurance 
that "55% of proceeds will go directly into 
an escrow account for the benefit of lend- 
ers.” And he has sent the book to each of 
those lenders - whose responses to his 
new endeavor vary. 

On April 11 Parker, 54. pleaded guilty 
to two charges of fraud in federal court 
He is cooperating with the prosecution of 
Soteriou and can’t discuss the case. But he 
agreed to sit down with Seven Days — with 
his attorney present — to talk about Rare 
Earth. 

“I’m not so na'ive as to think that writ- 
ing one novel and posting it on a website 
as a PDF is going to repay the money that 
I owe.” says the soft-spoken Northeast 
Kingdom native. While Parker hopes to 
secure an agent and trade publication for 
RareEarth.he says he made no "Calculated 
decision" to write it “That's what 1 was 
given to do, and that’s what I’m doing" 
That's no mere turn of phrase. After he 
realized Soteriou had betrayed his trust, 
Parker says. “I began thinking and asking 
and praying, literally, OK, what can I do as 
a creative person to fulfill the promises that 
I have made?" In April 2011, he continues, 
he “woke up in the middle of the night and 
the whole book was there, saying in no 
uncertain terms, ‘Write me.’” He posted 
it on die web in February and has sold 30 
copies so far. 

What is this book diat Parker was 
“given" to write? It is not a thinly veiled 
account of his current troubles. (Parker 
has detailed his history widi Soteriou in 
a statement to the US. District Court) 
While it doesn't argue Parker'S own cause, 
Rare Earth does defend a value he says is 
still paramount for him: trust. 

The novel’s protagonist is Mamie 
Miller, a young woman who has left her 
ancestral Vermont farm for a city job and 
a series of dead-end relationships. Until, 
dial is, she meets a sensitive young man 


named Cecil Billings, who is smitten with 
her and her background. (“And you left 
diis place?" he asks, when she brings him 
to meet her parents.) 

The two fell chastely in love 
the backdrop of the rugged mountain that 
rises above the Millers’ farm — for them, an 
emblem of nature's beneficent power. For 
a Texas-based energy company, however, 
dint same mountain is a potential lucrative 
minerals. 

The defenders and exploiters of 
nature square off in a battle for the land 
with echoes of recent cases such as the 
Lowell Mountain protests. "They would 
be stealthy." writes Parker of the Texans, 
“using Vermonters' own words 


and ideals against diem - 'altcr- 
y.' ‘green technologic 
Defending the land is a 
subject for Vermont writers. But what 
about the charges that Parker himself took 
advantage of his fellow Vermonters by 
collecting their money for a project dial 
remains unrealized? 

Parker has described himself to the 
court as actingunder the guru-like sway of 
Soteriou. a self-styled healer. Some readers 
might see in the story of Mamie and Cecil 
a wishful rewriting of those events. Mamie 


this point I am so angry and disgusted by 
Mac Parker that anything he attempts in 
the guise of creativity is repulsive to me.” 
Finkle writes in an email. Still, he "forced” 
himself to read Rare Earth, which he calls 
“insipid, trite, predict ableandsaccharinely 
sentimental,” as well as a "diversionary 
tactic” aimed at the courts, not the public. 
In a message to Parker. Finkle calls upon 
him to abandon this venture and focus on 


bringing Birth of Innocence to market. 

sharon gutwin. owner of RehabGYM, 
lent Parker $100,000 and considers herself 
a friend of his family, she says in a phone 
interview. She hasn't had time to read Rare 
Earth, but says. “I don't diink that it has 
much chance of helpingin any sizable way. 
This is a show of how Mac Parker’s heart is 
in the right place." 

Of Parker himself Gutwin says, “This 
is a person who was extremely gullible 
and vulnerable." She recalls an occasion 
on which she met Soteriou. who seemed 
mentally unstable to her, and observed that 
“Mac was looking at this guy with a smile 
and a trance. That’s what scared me.” 

“Part of what I’m learning is that I'm 
still a trusting person, but I'm far more 
awake,” says Parker now. “I don’t want the 
lesson for me to be to go into a shell and be 
a hard and cynical person. That'S not who 
I am." His book, he says, “is about and for 
the people who trusted Mac Parker. So my 
hope is that it will be very successful, for 

Whatever its prospects. Rare Earth 
conveys the author’s worldview with pas- 
sion and eloquence, giving readers a taste 
of what they might eventually see in his 
film. Gutwin thinks Parker is sincere: “He 
really believes he can someday pay every- 
thing back.” 

At the same time, she sees irony in his 
choice to devote 15 percent of the book's 
proceeds to his family’s living expenses: “If 
it were me. I’d be living in a tent" ® 

Qmacparkeivl.net 


You Can’t See Mac Parker’s Film, im 

But You Can Read His Book 
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© DAVID LIBENS is a 39-year-old Belgian cartoonist One year ago, he Hew to 
Vermont with his wife and two boys to be the 3010-2011 fellow at the Center for Cartoon 
Studies You can read more of his comics In English at badaboumtwlst.blogspot.com and in 
French at davldllbens, wordpress.com. Oh one other thing. If you meet him In person, ask him 
how he's doing and hell give you an Issue of his weekly comic 'How are you doing?’ 




IS A COLLABORATION BETWEEN SEVEN DAYS ANO THE 


VISIT CCS ONLINE AT CARTOONSTUOIES.ORG. 




BURLINGTON 
LEAD PROGRAM 


80% of Burlington and 
Winooski homes have harmful 
lead paint. You could make your 
home lead-safe for FREE. 




CALL 8G5~LEbJ> 


PechaKucha Night (PKN) is a worldwide phenomenon that began in 2003 
in Tokyo. It offers the opportunity for a broad range of participants to 
present their designs, projects, thoughts, and ideas at a fun, informal, and 
last-paced gatliering. The May 10 edition of PechaKucha is scheduled to 
include presentations by David Blistein, Dave Burnett-Menard, Gin Ferrara, 
Clary Franko, Alexandra Halkin, Michael Krawczyk. Rebecca Mack, Andrew 
Schlesinger & Ali DeCuolio, Cynthia Silvey, and David Tomasi Learn more 
about PKN at www.pecha-kucha.org or www.flemingmuseum.org. 


Thursday, May 10 
Fleming Museum of Art 

www.flemingmuseum.org 
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Why do we have allergic 
reactions? What use do al- 
lergies serve? I can't imagine 
any Darwinian advantage. 

I can't see being a success- 
ful mastodon hunter with 
sneezing and hacking giving 
away your position. Don't get 
me started on trying to woo 
a female with things that are 
meant to be dry being moist 
and things that are meant to 
be moist being dry and itchy. 

Y ou ingrate. Sure, a 

do much for your 
sex appeal. But if it 
weren't for allergies, or at least 
for the physiological mechanism 
that gives rise to them, you'd be 

Allergies are an overzealous 
version of the chain of events 
that enables your body to defend 
itself against foreign invaders 
such as parasites, protozoans, 
bacteria and viruses. Thinking 
it’s under attack, a type of white 
blood cell in your body produces 
immunoglobulin E (IgE) antibod- 
ies. These antibodies latch onto 
other cells and encourage them 
to release histamine and odier 
inflammatory chemicals, a hyper- 
allei 


called atopy. Result: the usual 
allergic symptoms and a rush for 
Benadryl. 

Inconvenient? Sure. But what 
would you rather do. be a door- 


have also limited our ability to 
adapt to allergens. The hygiene 
hypothesis hasn't been proven, 
largely because die genetic and 
biological factors behind aller- 
gies remain poorly understood. 
However, there's reason to think 
you'd have fewer allergies now 
if as a kid you’d spent more dme 
living in filth. 

Many studies indicate 
spending time on a farm during 
childhood reduces the likeli- 
hood of allergies, especially 
hanging around farm animals 
and stables. Drinking unpro- 
cessed milk may also help. For 
nonfarmers there seems to be 

incidence and die cleanliness 
of your living conditions. A 
German study found children 
who slept on dirty — sometimes 
filthy — mattresses were much 
less likely to suffer from hay fever 
and allergies, a protective effect 
seen in both farming and non- 
farming households. 

Children and modiors living 
in the less industrialized Russian 
part of the northern European 
region of Karelia had substan- 
tially fewer allergies than their 
more Westernized Karelian 
neighbors in Finland, possi- 
bly due to greater exposure to 
microbes in soil and water. A 

living closer to the soil in small 
villages had fewer allergies than 
diose living in towns and cities. 
One multi-country European 
study found that microbial ex- 
posure while in the womb could 
help prevent development of 
allergies. 


Chinese researchers found 
urban children were more than 
dtree times as likely to have 
asthma or allergies than rural 
kids, especially those exposed to 
livestock or farming. This is true 
even after accounting for the pos- 
sibility of 'healthy farmer effect" 
- i.e„ the tendency for those who 
are too allergic for farm life to 
leave while sturdier folks remain. 


almost nine times more likely to 
be allergic to cats than their rural 
cousins. 

There’s evidence that early 
exposure can reduce allergic sen- 
sitivity to the dreaded peanut. A 
study comparing Jewish ltids in 
Israel and the UK found a clear 
inverse relationship between 
early peanut consumption and 
occurrence of peanut allergies. 


factored out Another study 
concluded high levels of peanut 
exposure during infancy were 
bad but modest levels could de- 
sensitize protectively. 

Though we can’t yet say why 
with certainty, it seems evident 
allergies are on the rise in the 
industrialized world. Long-term 
studies in Denmark, die UK 
Japan and other countries have 

allergy complaints. One bright 
spot: Allergies in France may 
be leveling off. Is it exposure to 
earthy French cuisine? No idea, 
but in an age of helicopter par- 
enting, it’s tempting to think the 
best defense against allergies may 
be early-childhood contact with 
good, old-fashioned dirt. 
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i JOIN US THIS SUNDAY, MAY 6™ 

8 FOR OUR GRAND OPENING PARTY! 

1 10:00am-2:00pm/ 35 CHURCH STREET 

9 

g Q Follow ©citysports to stay up-to-date on all Grand Opening details! 


BE HERE AT 10am ON MAY 6 th & GET A FREE GIFT BAG! 

The first 100 customers through the door at 10;00am will receive 
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V here’s die strip clubs? 
f Oh, fuck — don't tell 
n doesn’t 
have strip dubs.’’ 

Thank God these guys were only going 
to the Courtyard Marriott on Battery 
Street, because I really didn’t want to 
spend more than eight minutes in their 
company. Well, at least not with die man 
in the backseat; his compatriot sitting 
next to me in the shotgun seat seemed 
suitably mellow and self-contained. 

“You’re outta luck, buddy,” I replied 
over my shoulder and the din of the 
radio. (I had considered just ignoring 
the guy, but he had asked me a specific 
question, and I’m nothing if not polite.) 
“You want to see a naked woman tonight, 
you’re gonna have to use your charm." 

My seatmate couldn't resist. “If that's 
the case,” he joked, “my boy back there 
doesn't stand a chance." 

I thought that was pretty funny and 
let out a laugh; his friend, not so much 
so. “Oh, you’re luckin’ hilarious,” he said. 
“You know what? I hate tills fucking 
town. And more to the point, where is the 
nearest strip club?" 

“Montreal," I replied, but then re- 
membered a closer location. “Check 
that," I corrected myself. “I guess there 
might be a club or two just over the 
border, maybe in Philipsburg” 

Even if diey wanted to lake that ride, 
and even if they were prepared to pay me 
bigbucks to make it happen, there was no 
way I would do it. This reflected an evolu- 
tion in my work philosophy. In my earlier 
years of hacking, if die mission was legal 
and the money right, I'd drive anywhere, 
anytime. But these days, I draw the line 


at certain jobs, such as the transport of 
loud, lust-crazed knuckleheads. 

“Great," he said, “let's go there; let’s do 
it — Philipsburg.” 

“Toby, that's a nonstarter," his friend 
said, to my relief. “It’s nearly three, and 
die wedding is in die morning — in just a 
few hours, actually.” 

“You guys are up here for a wedding?" 

Before my seatmate could answer, 
Toby blurted out, “How about hookers? 
Any Asian prostitutes in town?” 


B-TOWN DOESN'T 
HAVE STRIP CLUBS 
00 

ASIAN HOOKERS. 


“Hmm... could you be a little more 
specific? I mean, are we talking about 
Vietnamese? Chinese? Korea? Perhaps 
Nepal?” 

Toby didn't think that was lunny, big 
surprise. In fact, he seemed to take my 
question seriously. 

"I don't give a fuck, as long as they're 

“Well, that's lovely,” I said, “but I don't 
diink I can help you diere, either. As far 
as I know, B-town doesn’t have strip 
clubs or Asian hookers. We really are a 
backwater, I guess." 


Not for the first time, I thought about 
the random, if not chaotic, aspect of my 
occupation. Before these guys, my last 
fare was a couple of young, bright-eyed 
visual artists who spoke lucidly with me 
about the challenges and joys of creat- 
ing art in the 21st century. Before those 
two was a recent Eastern European im- 
migrant, a hardworking woman who 
had just gotten off work bussing tables 
at a tony Church Street restaurant. And 
before that, before that.. To steal a line 
from Forrest Gump, cab driving is like a 
box of chocolates, which means some- 
times you get the nuts. 

As we turned onto Cherry Street, 
Toby reiterated his central point of the 
evening; “Man, I hate this fucking town.” 

The truth is, I am way too identified 
with the Queen City, my adopted home- 
town. I take remarks like Toby's person- 
ally, and how nuts is that? I was seriously 
poised to defend Burlington's honor, but 
something gave me pause, and it wasn’t 
my general reluctance to tussle with 
drunken louts. 

Rather, it dawned on me that this city 
is simply not for everyone. Burlington’s 
charms, as it were, are lost on a large per- 
centage of the population. Most tourists 
are in town because they want to be here, 
were drawn to be here, and they enjoy 
their stay immensely. But if you’ve just 
been dragged here for a wedding, you 
may not get the vibe, or you may get it 
and not like it, particularly in the absence 
of paid Asian companionship 

Burlington is not quaint; it’s not 
trendy; it's not really hip, and I don't 
think it ever will be. But I love this town, 
and here's hoping it never loses what 


makes it — for some folks, including 
me - die greatest place to call home its 
steady heart of gold. 

Of course, when we pulled up to the 
hotel, Toby immediately passed me a 
twenty over the seat. “Keep it," he said, 
with a big, dopy grin. “Sorry I busted 
your chops.” 

I hate when this happens. Just when 
I'm really starting to detest a dude, he 
goes and redeems himself. I wish the bad 
guys would stay bad guys, and the good 
guys would stay good guys. I would truly 
appreciate die consistency, and I don't 
think that’s too much to ask of the uni- 
verse. But no, people are constantly re- 
vealing themselves as complicated, mul- 
tidimensional actors. It's enough to make 
me drop my censorious and reproachful 
attitude. Someday I just might. 

Toby got out, and my seatmate said, 
“Hey, would you mind dropping me at 
the Hilton around die comer? I’ll throw 
you a couple extra bucks.” 

“No problem, man. And you don’t 
have to give me any more money. Your 
friend laid a twenty on me.” 

As we scooted over to the Hilton, 
my customer said, “You know, Toby is 
really a good guy. He just gets so freaking 
obnoxious.” 

“Well, you know what?” I said, chuck- 
ling. “I, too, think of myself as a good guy, 
and I also get freaking obnoxious some- g 
times. How about yourself?" © m 
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What Women 
Want Now 


Will young 
feminists follow 
Madeleine Kunin's road 
map for revolution? 

BY KATHRYN FLAGG 


I ndie-music darlings Neko Case and 
Anais Mitchell lent their celebrity 
to a women 's-rights protest last 
Saturday in Montpelier. But when 
Madeleine Kunin stepped up to the 
podium before the boisterous crowd of 
some 200, Vermont’s first — and so far 
only - female governor was even more 
stirring than the stars with whom she 
shared the stage. 

On the same day, in every state in 
the country, women were gathering on 
Statehouse lawns and in city squares to 
protest the so-called “war on women." It's 
a battle dial’s far less pitched in Vermont, 
protesters in Montpelier acknowledged, 
but die talk of the day was of solidarity, 
sisterhood and "standing our ground.” 

Kunin’s address — punctuated with 
catchy phrases met by generous ap- 
plause - had the feeling of a campaign 
speech. On access to health care and 
insurance reform: “Having a pair of 
ovaries should not be a preexisting con- 
dition." On the importance of women 
in leadership roles: “If you’re not at the 
table, you’re on the menu.” 

Campaigning for office isn’t all that 
§ different from burnishing a political 
h legacy, which Kunin appears to be doing 
^ diese days, with high-profile appear- 
° ances, guest commentaries, a documen- 
S tary in progress. Suddenly, it seems like 
she's everywhere. 

She's also promoting a new book, 
The New Feminist Agenda: Defining the 
g Next Revolution for Women, Work, and 
g Family, which hit bookstore shelves just 
St in time for Saturday's rally. Part policy 
° manifesto, part research digest, Kunin’s 
“ book argues that for all die advances of 
die women's movement in the United 
w States, the country is way behind when 
5 it comes to family policies designed to 
z support women in the workforce. 

| “It may seem a retrograde step to sug- 

gest diat feminists like me, who strove to 
liberate ourselves from the limited roles 
of wife and mother, have come full circle 
to focus, once again, on the family,” 
Kunin writes. Yet she argues that’s ex- 
§ actly where the country must turn its 
5 attention - to early education, quality 
<o childcare and paid parental leave. 


Saturday’s rally, however, focused less 
on Kunin’s new feminist agenda than 
it did on the old standards: reproduc- 
tive freedom, violence against women, 
equal pay. Dressed for the cold weather 
in winter hats, gloves and scarves, the 
women in attendance were joined by a 
smattering of men, children and dogs. 
Scrawled chalk messages decorated die 
sidewalk leading toward the Statehouse. 


illustrated with a pastel-colored Yoda. 

Others carried signs: “Don’t Tread 
on Me” was die headline for a diagram 
of a woman’s reproductive system. 
University of Vermont freshman Jess 
Fuller mugged in front of the golden 
dome for a picture with a placard read- 
ing, “This is what a feminist looks like.” 
As a photographer snapped a group 
posing nearby, they shouted “Vagina!” 
instead of “Cheese!" 

With the breeze threatening to carry 
off their Planned Parenthood flyers, 
Fuller and some classmates from UVM 
weighted them down with heavy stones. 


The women represented the campus 
chapter of VOX: Voices for Planned 
Parendiood, which has gained momen- 
tum at UVM in the wake of political 
discourse about women’s health care 
and access to contraception. 

“No one thought we would have to 
have these conversations again,” said 
senior Emily Therrien. 

“There's a lot at risk." agreed senior 
Samandia Wyman. 


Therrien, Fuller and Wyman are the 
oudiers, according to Kunin. In The New 
Feminist Agenda, her third book, she 
acknowledges a generational disconnect 
on the subject of women's rights. Most 
young women today seem reluctant 
to describe themselves as “feminists," 
Kunin notes, and she does not “want to 
become die scold who bemoans how 
little this generation knows or cares 
about her years of struggle." 

And Kunin, now 78, did struggle. She 
linked arms with fellow protesters and 
marched in favor of abortion rights. In 
her thirties she took up her own placard, 


not unlike the women on die Statehouse 
lawn, and rallied for women’s rights at 
the nation’s Capitol. In her “maiden” 
speech as a state legislator, Kunin spoke 
up in favor of the ultimately doomed 
Equal Rights Amendment In response 
to an old friend who said of die women’s 
movement, “I was never one of those 
angry women,” Kunin countered, “I’m 
still angry.” 

And she is, rallying the troops in 


her senior years, at a time when other 
leaders might sit back and enjoy their 
lakcfront views. “Why die anger?" 
Kunin asks in the early pages of The New 
Feminist Agenda. “What did I expect?" 

In short, she expected more. She ex- 
pected more female leaders in Congress 
and state legislatures. That more than 3 
percent ofFortuneSOOcom panics would 
be led by women. That “by the year 2011, 
grandmothers like myself would be able 
to tell their grandchildren of how life 
used to be ‘long ago,' when families had 
to figure out for themselves how to be 
both wage earners and caregivers." 





Kunin ditched her black hat when she 
stepped up to the podium last Saturday, 
and the brisk wind caught at white hair 
that, in her Statehouse portrait, is darker 
and neatly coiffed. Her voice rang over 
the loudspeaker as she reminded those 
gathered across the lawn that progress 
rarely follows a straight line, then issued 
her call to action: “I ask you to be ready 
to fight the fight that we began and 
cannot afford to lose. What I'm doing is 


women. CHcktivism went viral when die 
Susan G. Komen for the Cure foundation 
rescinded Planned Parendiood funding. 
Stay-at-home moms were up in arms 
when Democratic pundit Hilary Rosen 
recently dissed Ann Romney for “never 
working a day in her life." 

Meanwhile, chasing die Zeitgeist, the 
blogerati are dissecting HBO’s new drama 
“Girls” from 25-year-old wunderkind 
writer- director-actor Lena Dunham. 
The show follows a quartet of white, 
twentysomething women as they bounce 
between bedrooms and internships in 
New York. It’s “Sex and die City" for a 
new generation. 

Into this latest flurry of girl talk 
comes The New Feminist Agenda. 

Kunin calls more attention to gender 
in the book than she ever did in her 
political days. During her 1984 bid for 
die governor’s seat, Kunin ’s campaign 
was about credentials, not feminist 
trailblazing, even diough she was clearly 


gender an issue,” says Bankowski, who 
herself was a trailblazer as one of die 
first women in die country to lead a 
statewide campaign for office. Winning 
debates was crucial, Bankowski says, as 
was looking and acting like a governor. 

As the election drew closer, though, 
the mood shifted. Women began flock- 
ing to campaign events with handmade 
banners that read "Madeleine," and die 
campaign — which had previously shied 
away from such informality — produced 
what came to be known as the “lipstick 
button": Kunin's first name scrawled in 
red on a white background. Bankowski 
says grassroots support for Kunin as 
a female candidate finally convinced 
strategists that it might be OK to have 
the gender conversation. 

“This is why the women who are 
the first carry so much of the burden,” 
says Bankowski. “They’re navigating so 

When Kunin narrowly defeated 


President Bill Clinton was a Kunin 
fan - and still is. He contributed a glow- 
ing blurb for die new book. After she left 
office, Kunin sat on Clinton’s vice presi- 
dential search committee and later served 
as the deputy secretary of education in 
his administration. In 1997, he tapped 
her to serve as the U.S. ambassador to 
Switzerland and tiny Liechtenstein. 

As for die work-life balance that 
Kunin is now championing? 

“We had none,” says Bankowski 
“There’s always that tug. This is the 
story of women’s lives, and I don’t know 
that that's a whole lot different.” 

In fact, Kunin says that very question 
inspired her to write The New Feminist 
Agenda. Women are forever asking her, 
“How did you do it?" What they mean 
is how did Kunin balance motherhood 
- she has four children - and an ambi- 
tious political career? 

She was lucky, Kunin says. She had 
a supportive husband and the financial 


I ASK YOU 
TO BEREADYTO 
FIGHTTHE FIGHT 
THAT WE BEGAN ANO 
CANNOT AFFORD TO LOSE. 

WHAT I'M DOING 
IS PASSING 
THE TORCH 
TO YOU. 



passing die torch to you. You have the 
passion. You have the energy." 

Will young women like Therrien 
and her sign-toting compatriots take up 
Kunin’s fight? 

Gender Is an Issue 

The release of Kuninls The New Feminist 
Agenda couldn't have been better timed - 
in die middle of a presidential campaign 
season diat will be remembered for its 
failed Republican candidates, each seem- 
ingly more conservative than the next. 

Talking heads on both sides of the po- 
litical divide are railing about the war on 


“going where few women had gone," 
says former chief of staff and campaign 
manager Liz Bankowski. 

The campaign wasn’t interested in 
making that point In fact, early polling 
showed that voters favored Kunin when 
diey learned about her experience as a 
legislator, but her lead vanished when 
diose same voters subsequently learned 
about her gender. A commercial early in 
die campaign led with text that detailed 
Kmiin's qualifications before unveiling a 
photograph that gave away the fact that 
she was female 

“We did our best not to make 


then-attorney general John Easton, she 
became the fourdi woman in the U.S. to 
be elected governor. She served diree 
terms. “There were so many firsts,” says 
Bankowski. To her mind, Kunin brought 
energetic, forward-thinking leaders 
into government, and women occupied 
Kunin’s cabinet and personal staff in un- 
precedented numbers. She appointed die 
first woman to Vermont’s supreme court. 
Kunin rolled out universal access to kin- 
dergarten in the state, and set in motion 
the popular Dr. Dynasaur program that 
still provides free or low-cost healdi care 
for children and pregnant women. 


resources to hire caregivers when her jo 
children were young. Even after she 
landed a seat in Vermont's House, she 
commuted home to Burlington in time 
for dinner most evenings. < 

“I thought that if I tossed the balls in „ 
the air just right, and was adept enough 3 
to catch diem, I could have it all - career, 
husband, kids,” she writes. "Most days I 
did, some days I didn't.” 

What Kunin realized is that her an- 
swers weren't the answers: Most women 
didn't have die same advantages that 5 
made her rise to power possible. Kunin g 
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What Women Want Now 


came to believe that finding a better 
answer — to a question that has been 
relevant since at least the 1960s — was 
the unfinished business of the women's 
movement. 

"We were promised so much” site 
says. “You know, that you can do it all. 
But we didn’t really make it possible to 
do it all.” 

Women in the wake of the feminist 
revolution of the 1970s flocked first to 
colleges and universities and then to 
the workforce. Though the National 
Committee on Pay Equity shows that 
American women still earn, on average. 
77 cents to the dollar compared to men’s 
salaries, the U.S. hit a historic tipping 
point in 2010. For the first time in the 
country’s history, women outnumbered 
men on die payroll. 

About this meteoric rise of women 
in the workplace, Kwiin writes, “The 
women’s movement sparked changes 
that far exceeded expectations.” 

It’s what came after - or rather, what 
failed to come after - that concerns her. 
Whereas many other countries instituted 
new workplace policies at the same time 
diat women joined the workforce, Kunin 
argues that the U.S. still operates on a 
1960s ideal of family politics - one that 
assumes there is a breadwinner at work 
and a caregiver in the home. 

“We have succeeded for a long time in 
kind of a laissez-faire attitude toward fam- 
ilies and children,” she says. “But I think 
that that philosophy of “you’re on your 
2 own' is very hard to continue to support" 

S Balancing Acts 

2 Cheryl Hanna, a professor at Vermont 
§ Law School, could have been a case study 
for Kunin's book. She is among the ranks 
of women who earned an education and 
„ professional degree in the wake of die 
g women's movement. A latchkey child of 
£ the 1970s, Hanna watched her mother 
K go to work with other secretaries in die 
° Ford Motor Company’s “pink ghetto." 
® Hanna says her modier, a single parent, 
was poorly paid and didn't enjoy protec- 
w tion against sexual harassment or gender 

< discrimination now guaranteed under 
z die law. 

| In die evenings before her mother re- 
turned home from work, Hanna watched 
the protests and rallies of the burgeon- 
ing women’s movement unfolding on 
die television news. And she benefited 
from the social activism it represented. 
5 Increased opportunities and protection 

< from certain kinds of discrimination 
g account in part for Hanna's jump from 


Kalamazoo College to Harvard Law 
School to her current position on the 
faculty at VLS. 

Along the way, she found it isn't easy 
to balance professfonal success with 
raising a family. No matter what the pro- 
fession, Hanna says, “The minute those 
[child] car seats go in, the world sees you 
differendy." 

New lawsuits and increased com- 
plaints hint at growing dissatisfaction 
from parents who perceive discrimination 
in the workplace. Last year, the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission 
marked a 23 percent increase from 2005 
in the number of complaints filed by 
women who alleged unfair treatment due 
to pregnancy. Hanna has noticed an uptick 
in so-called “caregiver discrimination.” 
While certain classes, like race and gender, 
are protected under the law against dis- 
crimination, parendiood isn’t, she says. 

“When we talk about what discrimi- 
nation in the workplace looks like these 
days, it’s really about caregiver discrimi- 
nation,” Hanna says. 

Lawsuits so far have focused on care- 
givers in fairly high- powered professional 
worlds. The allegations tend to be dial an 
equally qualified parent has been passed 
over for a promotion in favor of a single 
or childless person. That parent could be 
male or female, Hanna points out. 

The bigger issue, as she sees it, is 
that some would-be parents aren't even 
malting it to die point when they might 
be passed over in favor of another em- 
ployee. In her work as a professor. Hanna 
sees young professional women “opting 
out” too soon. They might choose a 
career path diat they assume will be 
more family-friendly down die road, 
even if they don’t yet have children. 

“They opt out too early all the time,” 
Hanna says. “Then, five or seven years 
down the road, they’re not nearly as far 
ahead as their male colleagues are, and 
they don’t have as many choices at diat 

Hanna is skeptical that policy changes 
— one of Kunin’s favored tools — can fix 
the problem; instead, she looks to private 
companies that are instituting innovative 
new work-family policies for tenable so- 
lutions. Hanna says Kunin is invaluable 
in this debate because she’s one of very 
few women who’ve risen to power. 

“It's often women who will be the 
ones who carry forward these agendas,” 
Hanna says of better childcare or family- 
leave policies or flexible work time. 
“In order to have the world change for 
women, we need women in power. That’s 
the bottom line” 

Kunin has made a similar argument in 
the past: Encouraging women to run for 
office was die subject of her 2008 book. 



EMI 

BREATHING. PHYSICAL EMBODIMENT OF WHAT IS 

POSSIBLE FOR US TO ACHIEVE. 


CAROLINE BRIGHT 




Win and Lead. Now she turns her atten- 
tion to die agenda these women need to 
undertake. 

Even Kunin had reservations about 
labeling diat agenda “feminist." She says 
she fought her Chelsea Green editor 
about including diat word in the book's 
title, and the editor won. Ten pages into 
the manuscript, though, Kunin asks, 
“In order to fulfill the expectations that 
feminism promised, do we have to jetti- 
son the word ‘feminism’ itself?" Toward 
the end of her manifesto she makes 
the case for building a broad-based 
coalition of women, men, children and 
elders. Which is to say, everyone. 



Semantics aside, Kunin covers a 
lot of ground in The New Feminist 
Agenda. She outlines policies that other 
countries have implemented - often 
with great success — that encourage a 
healdiier balance of work and family 
life. Those include more generous 
family leave, especially after the birth of 
a child, and better access to early-child- 
hood care and education. She makes 
the point diat these policies aren’t just 
about malting individuals happier or 
more relaxed, but have economic and 
social ramifications. 

“We’re such a quarterly-report, bot- 
tom-line country," Kunin says. Bring up 
family leave or mandatory sick leave, she 


says, and someone is bound to shout, 
“Jobs killer!” 

In her book, Kunin points to the 
work of Nobel Prize-winning economist 
James Heckman, who has calculated 
that every dollar invested in early edu- 
cation brings a return of $7. She writes 
about case studies at private companies 
where paid maternity leave has led to 
increased employee retention. 

Kunin draws a correlation between 
the country's staggering rate of child- 
hood poverty — nearly a quarter of U.S. 
families with children under the age of 
6 live in poverty today - and what she 
calls the “lack of enlightened family- 
work policies." 

“We cling to the romance of the self- 
made man (woman) who succeeds on 
his (her) own,” Kunin writes. She argues 
for rethinking this “treasured American 
credo” altogether. 

Her goal is a lofty one. And con- 
necting the dots between Kunin’s goals 
and on-the-ground action will be dif- 
ficult, she admits, especially since those 
who stand to gain the most from more 
humane family and work policies aren't 
yet paying attention. 

“I think a lot of young women think, 
I don’t have to worry about this yet!' 
Kunin says. 

Divided We Rant 

It may be thntyoung“feminists,” if that's 
what they choose to call diemselves, 
are divided on the relevance of Kunin's 
work-life agenda. 

On die one hand, diere’s Caroline 
Bright, 21, a St. Michael’s College senior 
and former Miss Vermont who gushes 
about her ambidons for a political life. 
She has known since she was 10 years 
old that she wanted to be a politician 
someday — a strange choice, she admits, 
for a grade-school kid. 

“Some girls are like, ‘I want a pony,”’ 
she says with a laugh. “I was like, 'I want 
a gavel.”' 

Bright has been a Kunin acolyte since 
her first visit to die Statehouse, when 
she noted the portrait of the “proud, 
strong woman in this blue suit” As a 
teenager. Bright read Kunin’s Pearls, 
Politics a Power and realized, “It felt 
like there was someone out there who 
believed in what I wanted to do.” 

“I think that’s die reason so many 
young people gravitate toward her,” 
says Bright, who shows up for inter- 
views wearing pearls. “She is this living, 
breathing, physical embodiment of 
what is possible for us to achieve.” 

Across town, at UVM, sophomore 
Maura McGovern agrees that Kunin is 
a role model - “I really appreciate all 
that she's done," she says — but she's 


skeptical about Kunin's latest agenda, 
and not nearly as inspired as Bright. 
McGovern is a member of Fed Up 
Vermont, a grassroots campaign in 
Burlington that organizes for women's 
reproductive rights and to end sexual 
violence. Like many young women, she 
says it’s hard to connect to issues of the 
work-life balance at this point in her life. 
McGovern is more worried about die 
prevalence of rape and sexual violence 
on college campuses. She bristles at at- 
tacks on women’s reproductive health. 

“We’re sinking back so quickly,” she 
says. “Time and time again, women have 
been let down by the government in this 
country. It's really disheartening, and it 
makes it hard for me to believe in the 
system working for women." 

Kunin has spent some time mulling 
over a similar question in the lead-up 
to her book’s release: Can we afford to 
fight for a new feminist agenda when 
it seems like the old one is still under 
attack? Kunin says yes — that if women 
only defend the territory they've won, 
they won’t make any new advances. She 
also argues that deep-seated cultural 
problems around caregiving, childcare 
and family leave are among the big- 
gest challenges facing women today. 
“Until we find a way to sort out how to 
share these responsibilities — between 
spouses, partners, employers and gov- 
ernments - gender equality will remain 
an elusive goal,” she writes. 

Still, it’s a hard sell in a year when 
sexier women’s issues are front and 
caiter. At Saturday's rally, Sen. Beraie 
Sanders railed, “We are not returning to 
die days of backroom abortions," and the 
crowd went wild. These were the issues 
they'd showed up to defend, the agenda 
diat merited sign making and chanting. 

Kunin gets diat: “Abortion and 
violence are die fundraisers," she writes. 
“Paid family leave and childcare are not” 

She’ll have to make the case that her 
new feminist agenda deserves the same 
kind of rally. And Kunin will have to win 
over skeptics, some of whom are the 
young and energetic banner-carriers of 
today's feminist movement - such as 
McGovern. 

“It’s awful having to make hier- 
archical choices about what is more 
important Everything is important," 
McGovern says. “But it’s a bummer that 
we live in a society where there's push 
back. It’s always very reactionary. It’s 
hard to make gains when everything is 
always being taken away.” 

At Saturday’s rally, Therrien acknowl- 
edged, “I think we all get bogged down in 
how angry we are. And we are angry." 

Here, at least the new and old femi- 
nists find common ground. © 
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Veterans Day 

War stories and memorabilia bring an obscure Colchester military museum to life 




G uess how much tuition cost 
when I went to college" 
says 87-year-old Bob Pichcr. 
“You’ll never get it!" Picher 
takes a bite of his sandwich, inviting 
estimates from the three men who sit with 
him around the lunch table at the Vermont 
Veterans Militia Museum and Library at 
Camp Johnson. 

42,” offers John Schneek, a fellow 


et and m 


degree and. by die time he completed 
his studies at Assumption College in 
Worcester, Mass., he was a veteran of both 
World War II and the Korean War. 

This disconnect may be one reason 
the Colchester museum draws only a 
small number of col lege students, despite 

being located less than 500 

yards from the main campu; 
of St. Michael's Collef 


ivolun 


The men have heard this story several 
times, but that doesn't make the dollar 
figure - Schneck is correct - any less 
astonishing 

College tuition is not the only huge 
difference between young people today' 
and Picher’s generation; their life 
experiences are, too. Like his fellow 
museum volunteers, Picher enrolled in 
the U.S. Army before earning his college 


“There 


' of 


HISTORY 


i, frankly," notes Ozzie 
La Mothe, who, like Picher, 
is a World War II and Korea veteran. “If 
I was a 20-year-old, I might have other 

But plenty of young locals, including 
St. Mike’s students, do have an interest 
in history. And the vets sitting around 
the museum's lunch table have a lot 
of history to share. Their combined 


service spans three wars and adds up to 
nearly 100 years. 

Supplementing this firsthand 
experience is a vast array of memorabilia 
inside the museum. Several pieces 
date back to the early 1800s, and the 
museum's tiny library holds a collection 
of archives including rosters 
of every Vermonter who 
has fought starting with 
the Revolutionary War. An 
accompanying set of cards 
lists the soldiers who were 
killed and the cemeteries they're buried ia 
This collection, explains volunteer John 
Danley. a Vietnara-era veteran, is the only 
one of its kind in the state. 

Nevertheless, few locals seem to 
know the military museum exists, 
though it’s been there for 40 years. The 
museum moved about 400 yards from its 


previous location in the 1980s, museum 
president Bernie Pfenning explains. He 
hopes to drum up interest in the place 
by distributing brochures at Vermont 
interstate rest areas. And though the pale- 
blue building is visible from Route 15, the 
men agree that prominent signs should be 
installed by the road. 

At least the admission is enticing: There 
isn't one. The museum subsists entirely 
on donations. Access is easy, too Though 
located at Camp Johnson, the place is open 
to the public and requires no identification 
from visitors. 

If the Veterans Militia Museum is 
generally underappreciated, vets Picher. 
La Motile, Schneck and Danley look 
forward to their weekly visits. All four 
are on hand from 10 a.m. to 3 pan. every 
Thursday, ready to share their wisdom and 
stories, none of which is in short supply. 




La Mothe credits Schneck and 
Danley with taking care of the museum's 
administrative aspects. The two are good 
with computers and capable of sending 
emails. 

“Bob and I say the only computer we 
have is between our ears,” La Mothe, 87, 
says with a laugh. “But I'd say it’s working 
quite well.” 

Indeed. La Mothe k recollection of dates, 
numbers, names and weaponry is rivaled 
only by Pic-Iter's. The Winooski natives met 
in grammar school 80 years ago. And despite 
their advanced years, the two seem not to 
be slowing down much. Picher is involved 
with the Winooski Historical Society and, 
if genes are any indication, lie’ll continue 
offering his services at the military museum 
for years to come His sister, whom he refers 
to as 'Only 96,” is a nun who works full time 
as the archivist at a convent in Quebec. 
Picher describes her ability to remember 
the dimensions, frame size and approximate 
value of every picture the convent acquires. 

"And she puts all that in die computer." he 
adds. "Google? I've never used Google once 
in my life!” 

Like his sister, Picher is an archivist in his 
own right He remembers stories from his 
strict Catholic school days and his two tours 
of duty overseas as though they happened 
yesterday. 

Picher vividly recalls being fired upon in 
Germany during World War II and diving for 
cover in the 6-inch-deep tire tracks left by 
heavy tanks, frantically digging deeper with 
the spoon from his mess laL 

These memories arc paired with photos 
from Picher's WWII album, which he 
references often. His favorite photo shows 
an American flag flying high above his 
company’s camp in Beerhei de, Germany. 

Immediately after the war ended in 1945, 
and while still stationed overseas, Picher 
collected red, white and blue clodi to have an 


whom were Nazi sympathizers, were bitter 
toward the victorious American soldiers, he 
says. Bu t, determined to display his country’s 
pride, Pi cher presented a local tailor with his 
hodgepodge of materials and asked him to 

“I made it very clear, especially with the 
aid of my weapon," Picher recalls. “I didn't 
point it at him, but I moved it a little bit so 
lie knew what I meant.” 


Picher’s scare tactics must have worked, 
because the flag was ready within days. 
It flew above his company area, hoisted 
high for all to see. But the flag didn't get 
all the glory it deserved. Shortly thereafter, 
an article ran in the Stars and Stripes 
newspaper describing the first American 
flag to fly in Germany after World War II. 

“Mine was finished two weeks before 
that," Picher says. "I never wrote to the 
Stars and Stripes to make a correction, but 


mine was first, and I still have it That’s my 
most highly treasured possession of World 
War II." 

La Motile, too, cherishes his photos. 
In his wallet he keeps a photo of himself 
as an 18-year-old, fresh-faced Air Force 
cadet, along with several snapshots of his 
beautiful late wife, Barbara, and a worn 
photo of his 10 children gathered on the 
sofa at Christmastime. 

La Mothe met Barbara between his 
two tours, he relates. She was his nurse at 
Fanny Allen Hospital tending to an injury 

Certain he was falling in love but not 
ready to get married. La Modie reenlisted 
and began training this time with the Army 
during the Korean War. On Thanksgiving 
weekend in 1950, La Mothe proposed. He 
and Barbara were married a month later. 

She wrote to him every day that he was 
stationed in Korea, and it was through one 
of these letters that he found out his first 
son. Ben, had been bom. The letter arrived 
three weeks after the postmark date. 

“It was a fine day,” La Mothe recalls. 

After he returned home. La Mothe 
worked fell time for the Vermont 
National Guard while Barbara cared for 
their growing brood. “My wife was just 
superb." he remembers. "She took care of 
everything It’s been a wonderful life. Fifty- 
six years, 14 days we were married,” he 
continues. “Sounds like a long time, right? 
Not long enough." 

La Mothe lives alone now, and looks 
forward to his Thursday gig at the museum. 
Like his buddies, he’s happy to regale 
visitors with war stories. 

While Picher saw combat in World War 
□, La Mothe had a dose call of his own in 
Korea. He tells of digging a bunker 10 feet 
deep, sheltered by trees he had sawed to 
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protect himself from enemy fire on May 
Day 1952. 

"We spent three days in my bunker 
- me and all the friends I had! We had 
gathered some rations and ate out of cans. 
We took some direct hits righton top of my 
shelter, a little dirt came down between 
the logs. But all four of us survived." 

Unlike his older peers. John Schneck 
had always intended to go into the service. 
His father lost a hand in the Normandy 
invasion in 1944, and his wife's uncle, 
Forrest, was part of the original Band of 
Brothers, a famous World War II unit 
whose story was made into a book and 
later an HBO mini series. 


Cincinnati following the assassination of 
Martin Luther King Jr. in Memphis. Tcnn. 

“It was not a fun time to be in the 
Guard," Danley says. 

Like his peers, Danley is well informed 
about the history of the U.S. military. He 
and his fellow volunteers have worked 
to update various museum displays and 
overseen the restoration of a Civil War-era 
mural. Painted circa 1866. it depicts the 
famous Battle of Cedar Creek in Virginia 
two years prior. 

Other treasured items in the museum 
include an authentic Revolutionary War 
jacket and a real forty-and-eight railway 
car - meant to hold either 40 men or 
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“The Band of Brothers was essentially 
about a company of the 101st Airborne." 
Schneck explains. “They had parachuted 
into France on D-Day and then into 
Holland, and were part of the Battle of the 
Bulge in Bastogne" in Belgium. 

Uncle Forrest died two and a half years 
ago. Schneck says, but he continues to be 
inspired by die connection. 

“[The Band of Brodiers] just made 
a whole new revelation in terms of the 
sacrifice that the men had made during 
that time frame," he says, his eyes filling 
with tears. 

John Danley, too, was born into a 
family widi strong military ties. His father 
was a World War II veteran, and his 
brother served in Vietnam. And though 
Danley did not serve overseas during the 
war. he witnessed much of the chaos that 
ensued in the 1960s, most notably the 
wave of civil disturbances diat occurred in 


eight horses — that dates back to World 
War I. Forty-eight of die cars were gifted 
to the U.S. by France - one for each state, 
Schneck says. Without so much as a 
chair to sit on, let alone a toilet Picher's 
company traveled across Europe in a forty 
and eight during World War n. 

“Life is full of stories,” Picher says. 
'The true ones are the best ones.” © 


E M and Library is located just past the 
entrance of Camp Johnson in Colchester. 
Open Tuesday. Wednesday and Thursday 
from 10 a.m. to 3p.m„ or by appointment 
vermontmilitarymuseum.com 
A version of this story first appeared in the 
Defender, the student newspaper at St 
Michaers College. Managing editor Bethany 
Prendergast is graduating this month. 
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Deeper and Deeper 

Book review: The Deep Zone: A Novel by James M. Tabor 

BY MARGOT HARRISON 

T here are still a few places left on Earth where, bang a thriller, the conspiracy ascends 
if you come to grief, you’re on your own. to the highest levels of government. 

Those lethal sites include certain peaks and Tabor's omniscient narrative is 
“supercaves” delving miles beneath die earth, almost frenetically busy. Chapters fo- 
and Waitsfield author James M. Tabor writes about cused on the cave expedition alternate 
than with knowledge and brio. In two nonfiction with oi 
best sellers, Forever on the Mountain (2008) and Blind doctor; 


devoted to a heroic 
scientists striving to break 
Descent (2010), this former History Channel producer die bacterium’s genetic code; and to a 
has chronicled expeditions so peril- slew ofvillains, ranging from dead-eyed 
ous that the corpses of those who psychos with special-ops training to a 
Cabinet member who blithely relieves 
himself on the Lincoln Memorial. 

The tale is paced like a summer action 
movie — and is sometimes just 
hard to take seriously. The 


died en rou te often remain 
ings for explorers to come. 

In The Deep Zone: A Novel, published this month, 

Tabor has switched gears without changing the sub- 
ject. He returns here to the underground world of 
Blind Descent, and readers of that book will recognize characters conform so fully ti 


features of Cheve and Huauda, real mammoth ca 
Mexico. 

But it would be impossible to confuse 
Tabor's sober nonfiction with The Deep 
Zone, which is fiction in hyperdrive. 

It's a fast-paced techno-thriller bris- 
ding with guns, two-fisted heroes and 
heroines, scantily clad women, color- 
ful bad guys, and acronyms. While die 
science behind die story is thoroughly 
researched — and fascinating - this is 
very much a beach book. 

In Blind Descent, cavers endured 
unbelievable hardships for the thrill of 
discovery. In The Deep Zone, they do it 
to save die world. Hallie Leland, a bril- 
liant young microbiologist, caver and 
all-around formidable outdoorswoman, 
has been summoned to Washington, 

D.C, to join a team seeking a last-ditch 

weapon against a roguestrain of Acinetobacter bacteria. scenes are n< 

First contracted by soldiers in Afghanistan, the detailed but tense and freaky, 
flesh-eating infection is poised to rampage dirough the Tabor has made his Cueva de 
U.S. military, and the president has proclaimed it “po- Luz a virtual theme park of 
tentially the worst threat since Pearl Harbor." The most nightmares, from a 500-foot 


III 

THIS IS VERY 
MUCHA 
BEACH BOOK. 


type that readers will quickly 
ferret out the 
identities of the 
BARDA moles. 
The dialogue 
often sounds 
like something 
Roland (2012) 
Emmerich could 
have penned. 
And, by continu- 
ally taking the 
action outside his 
star setting — the 
cave — Tabor 
dilutes its unset- 
ding force. 

That is unfor- 
tunate, because 
the underground 
just exhaustively 



FROM 
THE DEEP ZONE 

"He says that the cave is an 
Arguello relayed. 'One that 

Many enter the cave and ni 


- how to explain 
heaven and hell. 


the old man was speaking the truth. On her 
other trip into the cave, she had experienced 
exactly what the curandero described One 
of the hydrogeologists, a hard-core smoker, 
had a cold when they entered Cueva de 
Luz. Itintensified with frightening speed 

not disappeared it was entirely possible that 
he would not have made it out of the cave In 
any case. Another oflhe men had flirted with 
her - justlightly. nothing offensive - during 


hand Inside her mummy bag. That man. to 
had disappeared. 


busy underground. But 
those cavers didn’t have a 
week to save humanity, and 
it’s hard not to giggle at pas- 
sages in The Deep Zone like 
this one: 

[H]e peered straight into 
her eyes and held his gaze 
there and, crazy though it 
seemed, one mile deep in 
a supercave, on a mission 
that could save hundreds of 
people from horrible deaths 
- or not, if they failed — 
Hallie decided he was going 
to kiss her. 

It’s as if an hour into 
Contagion, Laurence Fishbume 
stopped barking quarantine 
orders to give Kate Winslet the 
look of love. 

Tabor's prose rarely gets this 
silly, though he does indulge in 
a few too many sentences like 
“I've got GPS waypoints to the 
cave in a HUD on my NVDs." 
But then, The Deep Zone is a 
thriller in the mode of Michael 
Crichton, who was never cel- 
ebrated for his turns of phrase, 
and all the author really needs 
to do is keep readers hooked 
while satisfying their appetites 
for science-y stuff. 

That Tabor does, for the 
most part But he might have 
done well to bypass some of the 
firelights and Bondian villainy 
in favor of more time in the 
A passage to the bowels of 


n organism known as “moonmilk” that drop to a flooded tunnel to an acid lake. Luckily, one of the Earth that “breathes” like a living organism, plays 
thrives in the depths of a Mexican supercave, on a site die expedition members, a shadowy government agent tricks on the human mind and hides creatures with the 
contested by drug lords, natives and federates. Because named Wil Bowman, has brought a pack of high-tech potential to save us from super-bacteria — all that is not 
of her previous experience there, Hallie is recruited for gadgets that would make Q slaver widi envy. just thrilling but real. The novel's well-worn thriller 

Bowman is also 6-foot-4 with “unblinking eyes die tropes pale by comparison. © 
blue of glacial ice," and he’s super-dreamy — in Hallie's 
view. In an apparent bid for the female audience, Tabor 
has not merely created strong central women charac- 
but turned his supercave into an unlikely setting 
basis for this: In Blind Descent, 
le couples have indeed gotten 


a mission to descend 5000 vertical feet and 
new sample — in just a week. 

As if those stakes weren't high enough, Tabor tips 
us off to the presence of moles inside die Biomedical 
Advanced Research and Development Authority 
(BARDA) who once framed Hallie for espionage and for romance. There', 
retain a vested interest in her mission's failure. This Tabor noted diat si 
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A fter 25 years of DJing in and 
around Burlington, Fatde B 
(aka Kyle Thompson) has a lot 
of good stories. And many of 
diem - like the following one - aren’t 
exactly suitable for a family publication. 

(Warning: The next several para- 
graphs are rated NC-17. If you’re prud- 
ish, or easily offended or embarrassed, 
please skip ahead. Really.) 

About seven years ago, Thompson 
was spinning 1980s pop hits for a 
sweaty throng of weekend warriors at 
Retronome, as he’d done each Saturday 
night for 13 years. The long-running 
weekly dance party at Club Metronome 
in Burlington continues to be noted for 
its neon-dappled Ibp 40 tunes and its 
status asoneofthecity's “meat markets." 
From his perch in the club’s cramped DJ 
boodi, he’d watch a typical scene unfold: 
an undulating sea of debauched revel- 
ers grinding and groping to, say, “Cruel 
Summer” by Bananarama or Cyndi 
Lauper’s “Girls Just Want to Have Fun.” 

“You're basically seeing from the top 
of the chest to the top of the knee," says 
Thompson of the pordiole diat offers a 
view of die dance floor from the boodi. 
“You have to lean down to see any- 
body’s face. So you never really know 
who is in front of you.” 

Thompson recalls it was a hot 
summer night, which meant die second- 
floor club was positively sweltering 
- die crowd a jiggling mass of booze, 
cologne and overheated hormones. 

“It was, like, 110 degrees in the 
club, and I had a buddy in the booth 
with me. We were laughing at this 
guy grinding some girl right in front 
§ of the window," says Thompson. 
k “There’s people all around them, 

U but they’re just grinding away," he 
2 continues. “All of a sudden, she flips 
S her miniskirt up and rolls her under- 
wear down.” 

That thing you’re thinking couldn't 
n, possibly happen now? It’s about to 
g happen. (Seriously, skip ahead if you’re 
g’ skittish. Please.) 

~ “He whips out his dick, and they 
P start having sex, like, right in front of die 
° boodi,” Thompson says, a Cheshire grin 
creeping across his face. 

M (I told you to skip ahead. But since 
« you've made it this far...) 

z “I turned to my buddy and said, 
| ’Watch diis, I'm gonna mess with them.'” 

Thompson began adjusting the speed 
of the track. 

“And he starts going faster and faster," 
he says. 

Then he slowed the track down. And 
§ sped it up again. And slowed it down. 
5 watching as the couple frantically tried 
jjj to keep pace. 


Silver Lining 

Fattie B celebrates, and somewhat rues, 25 years behind the decks 

BY DAN BOLLES 


After the song, Thompson grabbed 
a stick he kept in the booth to ward off 
drunks who got too close, slid it through 
the window and poked the would-be 
John Holmes to get his attention. 

“I said, ’Listen, I’m gonna give you 
one more song to finish up, and then I’m 
gonna tell security.”' 

The song finished — as, presumably, 
did the couple — and the guy peered 
through the window. “He says, ‘Thanks, 
man,' and disappears," Thompson 
recalls. 

“Only at '80s night,” he adds, clearly 
chagrined. 

While that’s an amusing — and 
extreme - tale, not all of Thompson’s 
stories have such, ahem, happy end- 
ings. For instance, there was the time 
a drunken bachelorette dumped her 
cocktail on his brand-new mixer be- 
cause he hadn't played her entire list 
of requests quickly enough. Or every 
time someone asked to hear “Girls Just 
Want to Have Fun." 


“God, I hate that fucking song,” says 
Thompson, rolling his eyes. 

On Friday, May U, at Club 
Metronome, Thompson will reach his 
silver anniversary as a DJ. That’s a long 
time to do anything. It's an achievement 
But in a conversation with Seven Days, 
it’s obvious Thompson approaches the 
milestone with mixed feelings. 

“I love it and I ... well, I guess I don’t 
hate it” he says of his trade 

Thompson is something of a local 
moguL In addition to DJing, he's been 
the MC for a number of local hip-hop 
bands, most notably die successful acid- 
jazz/hip-hop fusion outfit Belizbeha, 
which gained national renown in the 
1990s. He was die owner of a popular 
hip-hop fashion and culture boutique on 
Church Street called Steez. He’s an ac- 
complished artist and graphic designer. 
And, especially among local musicians, 
he's regarded as Vermont hip-hop's 
elder statesman, a guru of sorts to the 
current generation of artists. But he’s 


best known to the public as a DJ, specifi- 
cally at die decidedly nonartistic oudets 
of Retronome and its weekly sister ses- 
sion at Metronome, '90s Night. 

That makes Thompson a curious 
figure. He’s the Burlington DJ equivalent 
of Crash Davis, the fictional lead char- 
acter in the classic baseball movie Bull 
Durham. Davis, played by Kevin Costner, 
is the all-time minor-league leader in 
home runs, which, as he remarks to 
Susan Sarandon’s character, is “a dubi- 
ous distinction." Dubious because, while 
it means he's had success and longevity, 
he’s achieved them outside the majors. 

That’s not a perfect comparison, 
given that Thompson has experienced 
so much success beyond DJing; and in 
art and music generally. But it works be- 
cause bodi Crash Davis and Thompson 
ultimately love what they do and are 
bound to it, even though the venue may 
not always be what diey had in mind 
when diey were younger. 

“I love sharing music with people," 






I'VE ALWAYS BEEN THE TYPE OF DJ WHO WANTS 

TO TURN PEOPLE ON TO 
STUFF THEY DON’T KNOW. 


DJing led him 
to the night- 
club Border, 
which later 
became Club 
Metronome. 
The former 
had a weekly 
teen night, the Young and the 
Res dess Dance Party, which Thompson 
attended religiously to pick die brain of 
club owner and DJ Tod Warner. 

“I would bug him constantly about 
records 1 didn’t know,” says Thompson. 
“I’d bring a pen and paper and write 
down everything he had.” 

From the era of those handwritten 
lists, Thompson progressed through 
innumerable gigs at virtually every 
club in town, past and present, and 
now he finds himself on the precipice 
of a quarter-century behind the decks. 
“To my delight, and horror," he jokes. 
Sort of. 


says Thompson, who also regularly DJs 
at 1/2 Lounge and, in the summer, at 
Breakwater Cafe, where he’s been 
free to expand his mixes beyond the 
1980s and dig into his own favorites. 
"I've always been the type of DJ who 
wants to turn people on to stuff diey 
don’t know: ‘If you like this beat, you 
should check this out,”' he says. '1 love 
that aspect.” 

Thompson himself was first turned 
on to DJing at a seventh-grade dance 
in his hometown of Bristol, Vt. A high 
school senior was at the deck. 

He was mesmerized “the minute I 
saw how he had his setup going, and how 
the crowd was reacting, and that just by 
playing music he’s controlling die whole 
room so easily," recalls Thompson - 
“he’s making all these people so happy, 
and all he's doing is buying records.” 

Thompson was hooked, fascinated by 
the DJ's ability to be the life of the party. 

"I was really interested in the power 
aspect of it,” he says. “You really do 
change someone's day, or week or month, 
just by playing one song they really like 
or maybe hadn’t heard. That’s a cool con- 

Thompson describes his first DJ 
setup as if it were the electronics section 
at Goodwill. 


“I had, like, one tape deck, an eight- 
track player, one turntable," he says. “I’d 
just make mixes in my room. I’d even mix 
with, like, two cassettes, using the pause 
button to try and beat match." 

His first real gig was a monthly teen 
dance party at Holley Hall in Bristol. 

“It was somediing for kids who had 
nothing to do on the weekend to have 
something to do besides cause trouble,” 
he says. “I know I was causing trouble. 
So if we could keep SO or 60 kids off the 
street, it’s a good thing." 


Thompson says he's often 
contemplated getting a “real job” 
- he was a graphic- design major 
at Champlain College and still 
does freelance work in that field. 
After playing in a touring band 
and working as a DJ, he doubts he 
could ever exist in a 9-to-5. Still, 
die 41-year-old is now married and 
looking to buy a house, and sees 
children in his future. DJing doesn’t 
come with a retirement plan or ben- 
efits. Staying out until 3 a.m. is not 
behavior recommended by Parenting 
for Dummies. 

For now, though, Thompson finds 
the DJ lifestyle too good to give 
up. So is the income. “Why would 
I work 50 hours a week when I can 
work 10 and make more money?” 
Thompson asks rhetorically. Even his 
folks appear to agree. “My parents 
are always like, 'If you quit, you're an 
idiot,’” he says. 

“It’s made me a lot of money, and it’s 
a fun job," Thompson continues. But he 
admits he sometimes has lurid visions 
of how it might all end. “I have dreams 
of a packed house at quarter to 2 in the 
morning, and me shutting the music 
off, and people are like, 'Hey! What the 
hell?' And me pulling out a gun and 
blowing my brains out, going out in a 
blaze of glory." 

Or maybe just dropping the needleon 
some Cyndi Lauper, one more time. © 
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Seven Days eats Vermont — and writes about it 

BY SEVEN DAYS STAFF 


A nother year, another dining 
bacchanalia. At least that's 
how Vermont Restaurant 
Week can feel as we peruse 
80-plus menus and short out our circuits 
trying to decide where we’ll go, when 
we’ll go and how on Earth well fit it 
all in. 

After thesugaroverload ofThursday's 
Sweet Start Smackdown, we wavered 
slightly, but a few Seven Dayse rs bravely 
ventured back into the calorie-rich fray 
to sample the goods. Here are their tales 
— from Burlington to Bethel, Men don to 
Newport. 

Trespassing Forks 

Restaurant Week is a great opportunity 
to eat at one of those spots you’ve 
never been to but always wanted to try. 
However, for my first dinner of the week, 
I visited an old standby - L'Amante in 
downtown Burlington. 

My friend Matt and I made a 
reservation for the Italian restaurant's 
dining room, a sleek space with 
banquettes along two of the pale-green 
walls; ultimately, though, we opted 
to sit at the cozier bar, which is my 
favorite way to dine there. The weekend 
bartender, Ian Delorme, is gracious 
and knowledgeable, and sitting in close 
proximity to strangers makes for great 
people watching. 

While we like to drink wine. Matt and 
I are not oenophiles, so we let Ian pick 
a bottle for us. Our neighbors at the bar, 
a white-haired, professorial man in his 
sixties and his much younger date, did 
die same. "I want a big wine, under $ 10 ,” 
die professor instructed Ian. 


"Under $40,” his date corrected him. 

“Under 20,” the professor countered. 

“You,” his date told him, shaking her 
head, “are living in la-la land.” 

For our first course, Matt and I split 
the fritto misto and a salad. The former 
was a Pick Up Sdcks-style arrangement 



of lighdy battered and fried vegetable 
spears drizzled with a lemony aioli; die 
Intter, a stellar version of the beets-and- 
goat-eheese-and-greens salad dial seems 
to be a staple of most menus these days. 

The second course, or primi, was 
pasta. I opted for the penne Bolognese, a 
standard on the regular L'Amante menu 
diat I cannot stop myself from ordering 
nearly every time I eat there: perfecdy 
al dente pasta in a slighdy spicy, creamy 


meat sauce. My supposedly vegetarian 
friend Matt ordered die asparagus 
ravioli with mushrooms and sage, which 
he claimed was delicious, though his 
fork spent more time on my plate than 
his own. 

“Don't fill up on pasta,” Ian advised, 

“THE BEANS ARE 
ROCKING WITH 
THESE BITTER GREENS; 

THE PROFESSOR S DATE RAVED 
ABOUT THE CREAMY CANNELLINI 
AND BROCCOLI RABE. 



and I wish I’d heeded him (see “cannot 
stop myself,” above). Based on the 
amount we'd eaten so far, I assumed that 
the third course would be a small plate, 
but what arrived were lull-size entrees. 
Matt had the fish, while our fellow 
barflies and I all got the porchetta, roast 


pork curled around herbs and fennel 
and then sliced, jelly-roll style. “The 
beans are rocking with these bitter 
greens,” die professor's date raved about 
the creamy cannellini and broccoli rabe 
diat accompanied the porchetta. But 
while the pork was wonderful, at diis 
course it was my fork trespassing on 
Matt's meal: a slab of lighdy seasoned, 
grilled swordfish served over a saffron 
risotto cake and asparagus that tasted 
like spring. 

LAmante's Restaurant Week menu 
doesn't include dessert, but we would 
have had to turn it down had it been 
offered. We left our kickoff Restaurant 
Week meal sated and happy to have 
spent the evening at a tried-and-true 
spot. Now onward, to discover new 
favorites! 

KATE O'NEILL 

Written in the Stars 

A duck drumette does not look like 
a chicken drumette. It's bigger than 
a chicken leg, too, diough similarly 
shaped. The sight of diree atop a pile 
of perfecdy lime-and-dlantro-flavored, 
Thai-style slaw was more than a little 
| impressive. But that's how it goes at the 
E new dinner service at Cosmic Bakery 
8> Cafe in St. Albans. 

The breakfast-and-lunch eatery 
expanded to include the third meal 
last month. Just in rime for Restaurant 
Week, Cosmic is now serving its 
previously weekend-only dinners 
from Tuesday through Saturday. New 
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Bravo for Nick 


As one of 12 contestants 
on Bravo's new program 
“Around the World in 80 
Plates," which begins airing 
May 9 at 10 p.m., nick lacasse 


Q 



can be seen traveling to 
cities around die globe and 
running a gaun det of inter- 
national culinary challenges. 
The native of Burlington’s 
New North End says his new 
ENGLAND CULINARY INSTITUTE 

training prepared him well 
for die experience. “Working 
under a chef like [N ECI’s 
original executive chef, 
michel] leborgne or [chef- 
instructor] anor£ burner. 
when I was in France, [even 
diough] I don’t speak a word 
of French, I knew you could 
get by as long as you say it 
with a French accent,” he 

When he isn’t on camera, 
Lacasse, 33, is executive chef 
at die Drawing Room in 
Chicago, where the style of 
his cuisine wouldn’t be out of 
place back home in Vermont. 
Seasonality and creativity 
are paramount for him, 
says Lacasse. Those values 
show in his dishes, such as 
spring-lamb breast with 
caramelized rhubarb, roasted 
asparagus and mint coulis. 

Before NECI, Lacasse got 
his start as a dishwasher at 


the now-defunct Dockside 
Restaurant After that he 
put in four years at the daily 
planet supporting chefTY 
FORM EL. HOW of JUNIOR’S 

Italian in Colchester. Lacasse 
bounced between kitchens in 
Burlington and Seattle before 
landing at NECI. 

__ While in culinary 

school, he interned at 
Hugo’s in Pordand, 
Maine, with Janies 
Beard Foundation 
award-winningchef 
Rob Evans; and staged 
at celebrated New 
York restaurants Tabla 
and Aureole. From the 
chefs at those three 
establishments, says 
Lacasse, he learned 
"endless creativity 
and respect for the 
product.” 

Lacasse admits he 
generally returns to 
Burlington only “for 
weddings and funerals," but 
this summer he does plan to 
hit the Queen City for a visit. 
His must-eat list includes 
boves (where he'll order his 
usual antipasto salad with 
extra salami) and the brand- 
new MISERY LOVES CO. food 

truck owned by his lifelong 

pals AARON JOSINSKY and LAURA 

wade. Get your autograph 
pens ready. 


Counting 

Blessings? 

VERMONT ORCHARDS TALLY 
FROST DAMAGE 
Premature spring warmth 
has coaxed many plants 
into an early bloom. So the 
predictions of a series of hard 
freezes this past weekend 
had the state’s fruit growers 
nervous about experiencing 
a replay of die devastating 
frost of May 2010, which 
damaged fruit crops 
statewide. 

According to the 
National Weather Service, 
the mercury dipped lowest 
on Sunday night - to 23 


Bakery Fresh 

ESSEX CULINARY RESORT & SPA'S PATISSERIE OPENS 
In its year and a half open, Rustico's went from serving 
homestyle Italian cuisine to upscale continental. The 
space at 21 Essex Way in the Essex shoppes & cinema will 
make an even greater departure on Monday, May 7, 
when it reopens as the essex bakery a cafE. 

The bakery will open its doors at 7 a.m. and serve 
breakfast sandwiches and pastries made daily by new 
essex culinary resort & spa executive pastry chef perrin 
williams. Williams is best known as the founder of 
Waterbury 's now-closed Center Bakery and as a wed- 
ding-cake c rafter extraordinaire at her own Vermont 
Cake Studio, also now defunct. 

Early-morning options at the bakery will be served on 
Williams’ housemade English muffins or croissants and 
include egg-and-cheese sandwiches with ham, bacon, 
veggie sausage or portobello mushrooms. Quick-service 
lunches will range from Cobb or Nifoise salads to 
sandwiches such as turkey and Brie and BLT with garlic 
mayo - all available cold or grilled. 

Everyday sweets will include sticky buns, cookies, 
fruit pies and tarts, with individual cakes and tarts 
topping out at $3. Dinner planners can pick up full-size 
cheesecakes, carrot cakes and flourless Chocolate 
Devastation cakes filled with chocolate mousse. 

Williams will continue to create special-occasion and 
wedding cakes to order. 

Creemees in die summer are a no-brainer, but the 
ones at the Essex Bakery will be available all year and 
made on a preservative- free base from the ST. albans 
cooperative creamery. Don’t expect to be limited to 
chocolate and vanilla, either. Williams says she's offering 
creemees with local maple to start and will add flavors 
such as strawberry and black raspberry as they come 

Treats aren't all this Essex Culinary Resort satellite 
will offer. As soon as June, Williams plans to team up 
widi Christine frost, chef at the Essex’s Cook Academy, 
to offer classes a few days a week after die bakery closes 
at its usual 5 p.m. 


degrees in some parts of the 
state — giving die cold snap 
the potential to devastate 
blooming fruit trees and 
grapevines. Conditions of 
25 degrees can damage 90 
percent of an apple tree in 
full bloom. 

At CHAMPLAIN ORCHARDS ill 

Shoreham, owner billsuhr 
and his employees busted out 
wind machines and a tractor- 
driven fan to fight the frost, 
as well as burning round 
hay bales. The logic was “to 
generate some heat and some 
convective movement of 
air, so potentially die smoke 
would act as ebud cover,” 
says Suhr, who checked 


temperatures every two 
hours and clocked a low of 
26 degrees on Sunday night. 

Suhr says different blocks 
of trees were at different 
stages of development - 
from what's called “pink" to 
full bloom — and some have 
visible damage. “There’s only 
so much you can do to halt 
Mother Nature,” he says. 

In West Charleston, a few 
miles from the Canadian 
border, Eleanor leger of eden 
ice cioer says she noticed 
some browning on the new 
leaves of her apple trees. She 
won't know the full extent 
of the damage for 48 hours. 
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England Culinary Institute-trained chef 
Nicholas Smith is already pullingout all 

The salad of cabbage, carrots 
and cucumbers was irresistible, but 
the meaty wings themselves were 
the clear star of die first dish 
I tried. The sticky, sweet-and-spicy duck 
would have been a dish worth returning 
for at Vermont’s best Thai restaurants. 
However, Smith’s menu consists mostly 
of elevated comfort food. 

The scene at Cosmic is certainly 
homey. On Friday night, groups of all 
ages, from infants to senior citizens, 
packed the small cluster of tables at the 
front of the bakery, enjoying their food 
to the acoustic stylings of rock band 
Near North. 

Though 

about die vegan tofu 
scallops served over 
Israeli couscous, 

I couldn’t resist 
the disparity of 
an elegant rack 
of lamb cooked 
in the back of 
a bakery. The 

ideal medium, 

tender inside with a jacket of crisped, 
salty fat. Its deep-purple cabernet 
reduction was sweet and fruity, a 
great foil to crunchy, butter-poached 
asparagus. It all rested on a gigantic 
pile of the same luscious potatoes that 
filled the petite, pink, twice-baked 
potato bites we’d tried as a starter. 

My boyfriend was thrilled with his pile 
of potatoes, too — hand-cut honey-truffle 
fries. There is no fryer at Cosmic — yet 
For now. Smith says, he crisps up every 
batch of deep-brown, snack-bar-style 
spuds in a deep pot. They accompanied 
meat loaf in a sweet, tomato-based sauce 
with just a hint of spice. 

Smith is passionate about making 
delicious options for diners on vegan 
or gluten-free regimes, and several 
dishes at Cosmic fit the bill. I tried the 
vegan crime brulie. The texture was 
slightly more gelatinous than creamy, 
and it reminded me of Asian desserts I 
love with a Vermont-y touch of maple. 
The maple cheesecake with a gluten- 
free nut crust, a contender at the 
Restaurant Week kickoff Sweet Start 
Smackdown, was light and creamy 
enough to convert even a cheesecake 
hater. For $25, my three-course 
dinner made me a convert to nights at 
Cosmic, too. 

ALICE LEVITT 


Channeling France 
on Church Street 

On a nippy Friday evening, Church & 
Main's cozy, velvet-curtained dining 
room was welcoming. So was the soft 
lighting the appealing music on the 
sound system - a sort of chill/ambient/ 
world mix — and die friendly hosL My 
companion and I studied the prix-fixe 
menu to make our dinner selections 
before choosing a wine. Our waiter 
proved a capable sommelier, patiently 
describing a number of options and 
carefully considering the pairing with 
our meals. In the end, we chose a 
Chateau d’Aqueria rose from France’s 
Rhone region. With a rich-pink hue, it 


was delicious and surprisingly complex. 

For appetizers we settled on the 
exotic-sounding Wild Mushroom 
Cappuccino and the house-cured 
smoked gravlax. When it arrived, 
the former looked rather strange: a 
brownish, creamy soup with a green 
blob - spinach-nutmeg foam - on 
top. But tiie combination of tastes was 
exquisite and got our meal off to a happy 
start The gravlax was satisfyingly 
salty and robust served in rolled-up 
sheaves with a nest of crisp shaved 
asparagus, tiny toast points and a dollop 
of sauce gribiche, which is basically 
finely minced egg salad. Again, the 
combination of flavors was inspired, 
even if the ingredients were difficult 
to assemble together. My companion 
had the clever idea of forgoing the toast 
and making a “wrap" with the smoked 
salmon. 

Our entrees were potato-crusted 
day-boatcod and grilled chicken Statler. 
The crispy potato was a delectable 
contrast to the pillow-soft fish. Though 
tiie menu did not mention chickpeas, 
there they were, along with the 
advertised kale and sausage. The finish, 
a chorizo-smoked paprika oil, added 
a subtle bite. Hie chicken came with 
fiddleheads and roasted radishes (they 
tasted more like root vegetables, which, 
come to think of iL they are). Its crispy 
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“Compared to other parts 
of the state, we’re not as far 
along in terms of develop- 
ment," Leger says. “We're 
still in die stage of tight 
cluster.” But she is “anticipat- 
ing 30 to 40 percent impact." 

The NWS says tempera- 
tures this week won't even 
flirt with frost, so let's hope 
our growers dodged die 
bullet 


Crumbs 

This weekend marks die 
third annual montbeerlier. 
a cask and anniversary 
party at Montpelier's three 
pennytaproom. This year, 
the event will take over a 
block of Langdon Street and 
include a special treat: three 
penny especiale, a “massively 
hopped and dry-hopped” 
IPA brewed during a visit 
that Three Penny's three 
owners made to sean lawson 


at Lawson s finest liquids in 

Warren. 

To balance out some of 
the higher-alcohol casks on 
offer, the trio intentionally 
gave their beer a low alcohol 
content, 3.5 percent Half 
of the batch will be botded 
and sold in all die usual 
places you find Lawson’s 
Finest Liquids, and $1 from 
each sale of Three Penny 
Especiale will go to rural 

VERMONT. 

Montbeerlier kicks off at 
3 p.m. on Saturday, May 5. 
both in the street and inside 
the pub. 


VERMONT BUTTER & CHEESE 

creamery products taste good, 
but the company is making 
itselfa name for doing good, 
as well. Cofounder allison 
hooper has just won the Terry 
Ehrich Award for Social 
Responsibility in Business 
from Vermont Businesses for 
Social Responsibility. 


“Allison Hooper has been 
a skilled and tireless advo- 
cate for fostering sustainable 
economic development in 
the agricultural and forestry 
sectors here in Vermont,” 
writes Andrea Cohen, execu- 
tive director of VBSR, in a 
press release. 

Terry Ehrich, the late 
owner of Hemmings Motor 
News and a founding 


member of VBSR, is the 
namesake of the award 
given to those who share 
his commitment to die 
guiding tenets of sustainable 
business. 

The award will be pre- 
sented to Hooper on May 14 
during a reception at ECHO 
Lake Aquarium and Science 
Center. 
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A FINEIY CHOPPED SMOKED-SALMON MARE 
LAYERED BETWEEN CRUNCHY BEET CHIPS WAS 

A SYMPHONY OF TEXTURES 
AND EARTHANDSEA FLAVORS. 


surface was rich and flavorful, even 
without the fiddlehead pesto. 

We could have left sated at that 
point, but dessert was part of the deal. 
We managed to make a passion-fruit 
panna cotta and a lemon-poppy-seed 
strawberry shortcake disappear within 
minutes. Neither was overly sweet; the 
panna cotta was light and zingy. Our 
attentive waiter brought us two small 
glasses of port, gratis, which also went 
down easily and brought this elegant, 
memorable meal to a classy conclusion. 

PAMELA POLSTON 

So Composed 

The peeps at Bethel’s Harrington 
House Inn & Restaurant went out 


on a limb to take part in 
Vermont Restaurant Week — 
the farther an eatery is from 
Burlington, the less likely it 
is to participate. So I wanted 
to drop in on this stately inn 
near the White River, where 
I diought the atmosphere 
might make for a romantic 
evening. It did — as my boyfriend and 
I made our way diough the warren of 
jewel-toned rooms, we felt like we were 
travelingback in time. 

Since owners Rick Harrington 
and Fred Leary revamped the inn last 
year, it’s been gaining a rep for artfully 
composed and sometimes unusual 
morsels, such as Scotch eggs and pickled 
shrimp. The $35 Restaurant Week menu 
seemed tame by comparison, but the 


dishes that arrived exhibited artistry and 
layers of complementary flavors. 

For instance, a warm pea soup 
served as a colorful backdrop for die 
crispy-on-the-outside, succulent-on- 
the-inside cube of pork belly that floated 
in its midst. The soup itself — dotted 
with chives and plump peas — had die 
astringency and lightness of spring. 
Another appetizer, a finely chopped 
smoked-salmon tartare layered between 
RESTAURANT WEEK DIARIES » P.44 



SHOP 


SEVEN DAYS 


in Later Li$e” 


Thursday, May 10, 6pm 
Carpenter Auditorium 
Given Building, UVM 


"Love, 

Intimacy 

and Sex 




Frame your , 

e/fiefliewb' | 

1 &»r O 44m : f 

30 % OFF i 

my complete frame 
‘"if 


Bouliliers 


1 94 College Street, Burlington 
864.5475 • boutlllers.com 
M-Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5 


HAVE YOU 

RECEIVED THE 
YELLOW FEVER 
VACCINE? 

HELP US DEVELOP A VACCINE 
FOR DENGUE FEVER 

su^ 

5i 
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■ Up to $2,1 20 compensation 


For more information and 
scheduling, leave your 
name, phone number, and 
a good time to call back. 


Call 656-0013 or 
fax 656-0881 or email 

VoccineTestingCente n9uvm.edu 


Restaurant Week 
Diaries «R4s 

crunchy beet chips, was a symphony of 
textures and earth-and-sea flavors, and 
wascomposedsointricately 1 didn’t want 
to disturb it We couldn't resist ordering 
pickled shrimp from the regular menu, 
and they practically crackled as we bit 
into them, spraying tnngy juices on our 

My main course, the “petite” beef 
tenderloin, tasted grass fed and came 
nestled in an intense, lip-smacking 
red-wine reduction. The peppery pile 
of bacon-studded mashed potatoes 
hidden inside a grilled onion was a 
fun, theatrical touch. Another entree, 
a plate of seared scallops, was velvety 
and tender, and the mushroom ragu on 
which they rested lent the whole dish 
grounding, savory notes. 

For dessert, we broke one of the 
golden rules of dining, which is never to 
order the same diing: Neitherof us could 
resist a maple creme brulee, and we 
broke through the fragile top to scoop 
out the silky custard underneath. It was 

As we floated out the door on a tide 
of cream, pork, citrus, maple and wine, 
we were glad to be back in the middle of 
another Restaurant Week. 

CORIN HIRSCH 

Scallops, Piri Piri and a 
Date With Joan Rivers 

It wasn't until early April that I realized I 
had booked the Sweet Start Smackdown 
on die same night as Joan Rivers’ 
performance at the Flynn Center! While 
I knew some people would try to attend 
both events in die same night, this was 
not possible for me, as I was one of 
the Smackdown's organizers. Already 
resigned to the fact that my partner, 
Shawn, and 1 would not be among “the 
gays” at Ms. Rivers’ (possibly only) 
Burlington performance, I was thrilled 
to realize that Joan was continuing on to 
Rudand's Paramount Theatre the very 

We scoured the Restaurant Week 
guide in search of a Rou te 7 eatery wordiy 
of our date with Joan. A Rudand-bom 
coworker recommended a restaurant 
just five minutes from the theater, in 
Mendon: Restaurant Week newcomer 
Red Clover Inn 8i Restaurant 

Though dining early isn't usually our 
style, Shawn and I arrived at the inn for 
a 6 p.m. dinner and were the first to be 
seated in the immaculate, cozy dining 
room. We chose a table near the tavern’s 
fireplace, with a picturesque view of Pico 
Mountain. With its rustic-yet-refined 


design touches, the inn’s interior made 
us think of a cross between Moose 
Meadow Lodge in Waterbury and the 
Kitchen Table in Richmond. 

I opted for the $35 Restaurant Week 
menu and ordered the housemade 
cavatelli as an appetizer and die grilled 
Portuguese steak as an entree. Shawn 
went rogue and ordered a scallop-and- 
lobster dish off the regular menu - he 
wasn't up for three courses, and seafood 
was calling his name. 


The steak dish featured a plump fillet 
perched on a rack of thick, perfecdy 
roasted steak fries dotted widi Parmesan 
cheese. I was originally attracted to this 
dish because of the fried-egg topper, but 
I quickly learned that the thick, crimson 
piri-piri sauce was die star ingredient 
Hie pungent African spice packs a big 
kick then mellows, just in time for you 
to taste the delicious, perfecdy cooked 

Shawn's scallop-and-lobster entree 




We ordered a botde of pinot blanc 
from Oregon, dien watdied as several 
other diners filed in to enjoy a special 
Restaurant Week meaL My cavatelli 
dish was served with roasted oyster 
and shiitake mushrooms steeped in a 
light flavorful broth diat paired well 
with our wine choice. Shawn had an 
uncommonly beautiful green salad that 
was easier to photograph dian it was to 
bite into. The leaves were big. fresh and 
in need of slicing! 


was petite and delicate — closer in style 
to the cavatelli appetizer I enjoyed. 
The seafood was fresh and buttery, but 
Shawn noticed that the lobster meat was 
a tad overcooked. 

When I asked our server, Thomas, for 
help in deciding among the three dessert 
choices, we learned dial he had made 


More food after the 
classified section. PAGE4S 




them all himself! Shawn and I decided 
to split the pineapple-Key-lime pie, and 
ordered a couple of espressos. The pie 
was deliciously tart, and die dollop of 
fresh whipped cream was dreamy. The 
plate was adorned with a cheeky, cocoa- 
dusted silhouetteof the Restaurant Week 
fork — nice touch! 

Shawn and I were thrilled with our 
visit to Red Clover Inn. The dining 
experience felt like a true getaway and 
set the right mood for an evening at the 
Paramount. Although Ms. Rivers' fare 
was much less refined than Red Clover's, 
her spicy humor did remind me of that 
delicious steak sauce! 

DON EGGERT 


Northern Delights 

I just like saying the word: 
Memphremagog. But even better than 
saying it is watching die sun set across 
that lake while nursing a glass of steel- 
aged chardonnay and some tender veal 
Stroganoff. 

We drove nearly two hours to reach 
Le Belvedere, the elegant, sun-splashed 
bistro diat opened on Newport's 
waterfront last winter. For months, we 
Seven Days food writers have wanted 
to sample a place that dishes out sushi, 
tapas and martinis in a lonely corner of 
the state. So when Le Belvedere signed 
on for Restaurant Week, a visit was a 
foregone conclusion. 

It’s too bad that die day was cold 
and blustery, because the restaurant 
is ringed by an enticing stone terrace 
that overlooks the water. Luckily, Le 
Belvedere also sports floor-to-ceiling 
windows, and die killer view was a 
powerful draw. In the lounge, every pair 
of plush leather armchairs was filled 
with couples sharing bottles of wine and 
looking utterly relaxed as the last rays of 
sun disappeared over the water. 

The caliber of the food matched 


the atmosphere. For instance, the veal 
meatballs that filled die Stroganoff were 
bathed in a creamy mushroom sauce and 
dusted with green herbs. The dish tasted 
like die love child of mom’s casserole and 
the best brown-butter bechamel. 

Also novel was a plate of salmon and 
sea bass fillets layered and then wrapped 
in wilted romaine lettuce. The whole 
thing came atop an ethereal grapefruit- 
cream sauce diat was tangy enough 
to elevate and balance the oily fish. A 


sculpted cone of yellow rice added a 
Caribbean — or lakeside? — touch. 

That dish’s polar opposite came in 
die form of venison cannelloni, gooey 
and melting, in which it was hard to tell 
where the savory flavors of the game 
aided and the smoky tomatoes and veins 
of ricotta cheese began. The whole diing 
was so rich, I took most of it home. 

Even still, we braved dessert — a fist- 
size round of chocolate lava cake, molten 
and dark on the inside. The luscious 
vanilla-bean ice cream that was served 
alongside wasn't an afterthought; like 
every detail of Le Belvedere's ambience 
and food, it hit just the right note. 

CORIN HIRSCH 


Upstairs, Downstairs 

Since die Farmhouse Tap & Grill 

opened in 2010, I'd been perfecdy 
content sippingbrews at its outdoor beer 
garden or, in the colder months, in the 
downstairs parlor. Somehow Fd never 
been compelled to take a table upstairs 
and order a proper meal What finally 
enticed me? The promise of Misty Knoll 
Farms popcorn chicken on the Vermont 
Restaurant Week menu. 

Thanks to the seating in the spacious 


basement parlor, a dimly lit barroom that 
evokes a 1920s speakeasy, the wait for 
our table was not the obstacle it would 
have been at many other Burlington 
restaurants. Instead of having to 
crowd the entrance hallway or hover 
awkwardly at a packed upstairs bar, we 
simply headed downstairs and found 
two seats at a communal wooden table. 
Draughts of Citizen Cider and Hill 
Farmstead Florence and some addictive 
maple-rosemary bar nuts sustained us 
for the next hour. 

When we finally settled in at a cozy 
two-top upstairs, the restaurant was 
buzzing - and, frankly, as another 
round of brews arrived, so were we. I 
was stoked to start with the popcorn 


chicken. Resting on a bed of delicate 
greens and mild buttermilk aioli, the 
meat was tender, the breading light and 
perfectly crunchy (if a tad too salty). My 
boyfriend's salad, laced widt baby fennel 
and Does' Leap chevre, was fresh and 

In preparation for die entrees, our 
server brought out a narrow wooden 
serving board holding ketchup, grainy 
mustard, aioli and barbecue sauce. “It 
looks like a cricket bat of condiments,” 
my boyfriend noted. His 
veggie burger, topped 
with a cabbage slaw 
and presented with a 
monstrous portion of 
fries, was fall-apart 
tender and bursting with 
flavor; hands-down the 
best he’s had, he said. My 
Maplebrook Farm ricotta 
gnocchi, dressed in a 
light spring-garlic pesto, 
was soft and pillowy. 
Each bite demanded I 
chew slowly to savor the 

By dessert, we were 
already beyond full. 1 
feared for my rhubarb upside-down 
cake, which was served cold and rather 
dry — a troubling trend I’ve noted at 
restaurants. But it was revived when 
eaten in the same bite as the vanilla ice 
cream. My boyfriend's lavender panna 
cotta, topped with creme fraiche and 
paired with two buttery shortbread 
cookies, was light and silky. All told, it 
was a crazy-good deal for $25 each, and 
we'll be back for the food again. © j" 

CAROLYN FOX § 


U through Friday, May 4. 
vermonlrestauranlweelt.com 




THE MEATWAS TENDER, 
THE BREADING LIGHT AND 
PERFECTLY CRUNCHY. 



Ylaple Tree IMaee* Willislon* 879-94 92 
OuGsIde TenG wIGh ban and Live music 

6 Go 9 on May 5ch 


May IsG 

$3 Dos Equis DraPds 
1/2 price wings 
May 2nd & May 3rd 

Milagro Silver & Coincreau Shorty's 
Shaker included!! 

(while supplies last) 


May 4th 

$2.50 Corona 
$2.50 Corna Light 
May 5th 
$5 Margaritas 
$4 Dos Equis DraPds 
$3 Corona 
$3 Coronq Light 






Reinventing the Reel 

When the band members have names like 
Oisin, Damien and Tristan, you know you’re 
dealing with the real thing. And acoustic Irish 
quintet Teada are about to get even more 
authentic with the addition of Seamus Begley, 
an acclaimed West Kerry singer and accordionist. Noted for their "trademark 
combination of youthful energy and old-school respect" by die Irish Times. 
the band takes on traditional Emerald Isle slides, polkas and hornpipes with 
something of a punkish twist. Do a little jig and join them at the grand finale of 
Barre Opera House’s Celebration Series. 




MAY5 1 

Saturday. May 5. 8 p.m. 
at Barre Opera House. 
$10-26. Info. 476-8188. 
barreoperahouse.org 


Out of Africa 


MAY 6 1 


In shimmering robes and a bejeweled 
headdress. Khaira Arby looks every bit the 
African diva that she is. Her songs evoke Mali’s 
history through tales of ancient warriors, 
colonial struggles and contemporary salt-mine 
workers. The references may go in one ear and 
out die other — Arby shows offher vocal chops 

traditional African, rock, electric blues and reggae needs no translation. Known 
for her electrifying showmanship, this "Nightingale of the Nordi” champions 
peace at Burlington City Arts on Sunday. 


Sunday, May 6. 7:30-11:55 
p.m. at BCA Center In 
Burlington. $15; free for BCA 
members: cash bar. info. 865- 

7166. burlingtoncityarts.org 





MAY 4-6 1 

Say “Om” 

Yogis and nonyogis, heads up: Here 
comes the fourth annual Burlington Yoga 
Conference - and if pretzel poses aren't 
your thing, you can still get in on the 
citywide search for self-actualization. The 
insightful affair begins Friday with a yoga- 
dance workshop, doubling as a fundraiser 
for the Vermont Foodbank. Locally and 
inter nations lly renowned i nstructor s preside 
over mat sessions, healing arts, lectures and 
meditations sprinkled plentifully throughout 
the weekend — and Saturday ends with the 
brand-new Liberate Spring Gathering, a 
sacred dance party with music by Eccodek 



and DJ Hy Fi, hoop dancing by Shakti Sunfire 
and Siena Moon, and an Aero Yoga demo. 
Enlighten up, already. 


Friday, May 4. BYC spring Kickoff Party Fundraiser, 6:30-8 pan. at South End Studio in Burlington. $20 minimum donation. Saturday, May 5. 
7:30a.m.-9pjn..and Sunday. May 6, 7:30 a.m. -6 p.m.. at Davis Center. UVM, In Burlington. $175 weekend pass; $110 one-day pass for Saturday 
or Sunday: $10-20 Liberate Spring Gathering: $20 per single class/workshop, lnfb.999-3589.burlingtonyogaconference.com 



hink of climate change as a numbers 
game. Scientists have established that the 
safe upper limit of carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere is 350 parts per million. Our current 
figure is 39Z Folks do the math on Saturday, 
when 350.org links extreme weather to that 
discrepancy. In Waitsfield, the "keynote" location 
of a global day of action. Vermonters share 
stories and footage of Tropical Storm Irene, 
which "just happens to be one example of the 

notes volunteer Anne Dillon. A live-streamed 
rally with local leaders and 350.org cofoundor 
Bill McKibben caps a day of panel discussions 
and environmental art putting our comer of the 


5 

1 




DENGUE FEVER? 

WE ARE LOOKING 
FOR PEOPLE WHO HAVE 
HAD DENGUE FEVER 
TO HELP US DEVELOP 
A VACCINE AGAINST IT. 

Outpatient 

Clinical 

Research Study 


■ A 1 year study with two doses 
of vaccine or placebo 

■ Healthy adults 18-50 

• Screening visit, dosing visits 
and follow up visits 
’ Up to $2,120 compensation 


For more information and 
scheduling, leave your 
name, phone number, and 
a good time to call back. 


i 


UNIVERSITY 

<* VERMONT 


Call 656-0013 or 

fax 656-0881 or email 

VaccineTestingCenter@uvm.edu 




theater 

Shakespeare's corned*, presented b* Vermont Stage 
Compan*. FI*nnSpace, Burlington. 7:30 p.m. $10- 
3250. Into 863-5966, 



food & drink 

TOE PENNYWISE PANTRY: On atourof the store 
shoppers create a custom template for keeping the 

VERMONT RESTAURANT WEEK: See WED.02.H a.m- 



THU. 03 

agriculture 

GROW YOUR OWN SHIITAKE MUSHROOMS: Area 





kids 




PAJAMA STORY TIME: Little kids lock nightgowns 

PRESCHOOL DISCOVERY PROGRAM: See WED.02. 


STROLLER STROLLING Young tamllles roll along the 


language 

PLAUDERSTUNDE: Conversabonalists with a basic 




IKS I BROWSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

• * CONNECT HI M SEVEN0AYSVT.COM ON ANY WEB-ENABLED CELLPHONE FOR FRE 

mobile 1 P-TO-THE-MINUTE CALENDAR EVENTS riUSOTI IER NEARBY RESTAURANTS Cl 
MOVIE THEATERS ANT MORE. 


■ LISTYOUREVENTFORFREEATSEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT = 


College. 7:30p.m. Free. Into 443-6433. ^ 

TONY TRISCHKA & TERRITORY: Hot Mustard 
Bluegrass open for one of the worlds top banjo 
pickers. Vorgennes Opera House, 8 p.m 515-18. Info 



theater 

AS YOU LIKE IT': See WED.02 7:30 p.m. 
CHICAGO': See WED. 02. 7: 30 p.m 


GETTING SARA MARRIED’: Essex Community Players 



stock-market satire by Caryl Churchill is produced by 
Middlebury College students. Seeler Studio Theatre 



FRI.04 


bazaars 



RUMMAGE SALE: Thrifty shoppers findclothes, books 
and toys galore - and a bag sale on Saturday. United 
Church of Fairfax, 3-7 pm Free. Info, 649-631 3. 
SPRING RUMMAGE SALE See THU.03.911 a.m 

community 



conferences 

BURLINGTON YOGA CONFERENCE Yogis Ignite posl- 

999-3589. B n> ° 8 




BALLROOM LESSON & DANCE SOCIAL' Singles 
dancing. 8-10 pm SI4. Info 862-2269. P °° 


MalnStage, Burlington. 8 pm. $1 5-37. Info. 863-5966 
JSC DANCE ENSEMBLE : Students bring down the 
house with a high-energy, end-of-semester produc- 



7-10:30 p.m. 57. Info. 877-6648. 


education 

CHAMPLAIN COLLEGE COMMENCEMENT Seventy 




Come in to get the latest styles of dance shoes and apparel 
for all types of dance, yoga and gymnastics, in all sizes 
from toddlers to adults! 

Gift certificates available too! 

Lines For The Body 

2035 Essex Rd. (RT 2A North), Willlston, VT 05495 . 802.878.8988 
wYYW.llnesforthebody.com 


Are you ready for 
Spring Performances, 
Recital Season and 
Summer Dance 2012? £ 

We have all the essentials 5 

you'll need,.... 







music 

in a spring concert witn song and dance. Colchester 
High School, 7:30-9 pm. Donations accepted Info 



JOE CRIBARI: Listeners take In acoustic -guitar ongi- 


rus offers funny and heartfelt works by P.D.Q Bach. 
Waterbury. 7:30p.m SI2-15: free foinJiildren II and 


MORGENSTERN PIANO TRIO: Making their New 



NORTHERN BRONZE HANDBELL ENSEMBLE: Rmg-a- 



PAUL LEWIS: The pianist s final all-Schubert program 

Allegretto in C Minor. Concert Hal I.Mahaney Center 
for the Arts, Middle bury College 8 p.m, S6-2S. Info 

THE GRIFT: I n 'Rock Around the Clock" the recent 
2 Vermont Battle of the Bands winners rewind to the 
o 1950s with music by Chuck Berry, Jerry LeeLewts. 



< THE WHAT CHEER? BRIGADE: The 19-plece brass band 
S Gymnasium. Vermont Collegeof Fine Arts Montpelier. 


TONI CATLIN & BRETT HUGHES: The duo perform 
™ or'E'nal folk-rock with a touch of country twang 

S Lincoln Peak Vineyard. New Haven. 5:30-7:30 p.m. 



z outdoors 


j> SPRING MIGRATION BIRD WALK: Trailblazers wander 




Faith United Methodist Church. South Burlington. 2 


MARGARET CARPENTER: Justin Morrill Homesteads 



theater 

'CHICAGO': See WE 0.02. 7:30 p.m. 

GETTING SARA MARRIED': See THU03. 8 p.m. 
LVDDIE': SeeTHU.03. 8 p.m. 


SAT.05 

activism 

OCCUPY CENTRAL VERMONT GENERAL ASSEMBLY: 

Cltften activists Incite the change theywant to see 


agriculture 



PARENTS PICK 


One Kid’s Trash 


For 40 years, volunteers for 
GREEN U P VERMONT have 
pitched in to "spring dean" the 
state. Last year, Vermonters 
removed more than 40,000 bags 
of rubbish from Green Mountain 
roadsides. Interested community 
members contact a local organizer 
— easily found by visiting gree- 
nupvermoiU.org — to find out how 
and whereto pick up trash in their 
area Many hands make light work, 
and Green Up garbage bags are 
provided. Some towns offer snacks 
and prizes. In Rochester, they’re 
hiding necklaces among the trash, 
Find one to win an iPad. This year's 
Green Up Day kicks off a new 
season ofpost-lrenerecovery work. 
Helping out will make the whole 
family feel good — and tired. 




Have you seen our new 
website at kidsvt.com? 




Find dally calendar updates, reviews, 
contests and morel Browse on the 
go from your smartphone: mkidsvt.com. 



readings of Charlene Donaghy's Gift of an Orange 
Geoffrey Craigs Divorce First Class and Margot 

Theatre, Rutland.7:30 pm SIS. Info. 773-8038. 




CltyEast Village tale enacted by Green Mountain 

grapple with life death, loye and arc Haybarn theater. 
Goddard College. Plainfield. 8 pm $Z0. 




conferences 

BURLINGTON YOGA CONFERENCE: See FRI.04. 7:30 


AFRICAN JUBA DANCE CLASS: Experienced native 

CAPITAL CITY CONTRA DANCE: Folks In 50ft-50led 

Nevitt and tunes by Perpetual E-Motion. Capital City 
Grange Montpelier. 8 p.m S8. Info. 744-6163. 
CINDERELLA’: City Center Ballets fanciful production, 

Lebanon Opera House N.H. 1:30 pm. & 7 pm SI4-1B. 
Info 603-448-0400. 

JSC DANCE ENSEMBLE: See FRI.04. 7 pm. 


SHIFTING THE FRAME: DANCE FOR THE CAMERA 



Theatre. Mahaney Center for the Arts. Middl ebury 
College a pm. S6-I2. Info 443-6433. 


education 

CHAMPLAIN COLLEGE COMMENCEMENT: Some 450 


environment 

3SO.ORG CONNECT THE DOTS: CLIMATE IMPACT OAY 

pm. Free Info. davidOTSOvtorg. 

CALAIS GREEN UP OAY: Helping hands dean the 
roadsides and drop off bags of litter and recydables. 

School field trip to Boston. Recycling Depot East 
Calais. 9 a.m.-noon, Free Info 456-8924. FletcherdP 



WAITSFIELD GR 




100 BALL RAFFLE, DINNER & SILENT AUCTION: The 

eludes dinner for two and one raffle ball: preregister, 
info 272-6564. vtafspSgmall.com 


buy. sell or trade wheeled odes. Alpine Shop. South 
Burlington 9 a.m-6 pat Free Info 862-2714. 


the Marble Valley Players in this Agatha Christie 
Theater. West Rutland.7:30 pm SIS. Info 353-5932. 


IKS I BR0WSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 
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May 12th 2012 

10:00am to 6:00pm 

UNION STATION, 1 MAIN ST. 

Burlington, VT 

[Vermont’s indie craft fair featuring over 40 cralters. 


Support a woman making the transition 
from prison back into the community 




§ 
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Featuring 

Y Pandit Chitresh Das 


Kathak and Tap Dance, Indian Music, and Jazz 

India |azz Suites z^sxsssss' 

Frid ay, M ay 4 at 8 p m mL ££» q ’ ' ^ q 

^anSmna (cOmCOSt JEM 

www.flynncenter.org or call 86-flynn today! 


| [Channel 3 NEWS] h 

I The We AT H ER TeJ 


Anytime. Anywhere. Facts & Forecasts 

I/wcaxWeatherTeam 




FIND SELECT EVENTS ON TWITTER @7DAYSCALENDAR 






BuV 3 months for SI 

Ath month FR 

& get a 4 


DANISH DESIGN TOYS" 


^ 4 


Jamie Two Coats' Toyshop 

Lscafed in fhc^P»f 5h el burns Villa9s 
Sunday U-S 


(?) 4-Yi fr Q IVjy! Tis&rtO eeB°c Crocodile Creek- 
pta^*b (cnwcti® KLUTZ H2?51 CK> AlSS&iflHcrA 


Beautiful 
summer hats 
&hags! 

Find your perfect 
beach accessories 
atjess! 



DEPOT 


HOME & GARDEN 



The Little Store With More 


Moo Doo 

Sale! 


May 12-26™ 

Composted Cow Manure made in VT 

Mother's Day ls May 13! 

Greenhouse Opens on May 9 

Hanging baskets & plants make great gills for Mom! Gift Certificates available! 

While you’re here visit: Fresh For Spring 


Tony’s Tack Shop^j 


Fencing Supplies. Work Gloves. 
Green Mountain Fertilizer, 
Catamount Seeds. Compost. Mulch. 
Top Soil. Pesticides townie * < /*•»»/ 


2 Great Stores, 1 Convenient Location! 36 Park Street, Essex Jct. 
878-8596 • Mon-Sat 8-6 • Sun 10-3 • DepolHonieAmXSardeii.com • TonysTack.com 


Please join us for the Annual 
Mercy Connections Spring Luncheon 

To recognize the Honorable Madeleine M. Kunin with 
the McAuley Award and to celebrate Mercy 
Connections’ commitment to Social Justice 


Wednesday, Hay 16^2012 
11:00 cum. - l:30p.m/. 
cut th^Sheraton/Hotel/ 


$40 Tickets 
Available Now 

Contact: (802) 846-7063 or 
info@mercyconnections.org 


SEVEN DAYS 


V mercy 

sr connections J 

www.mercyconnections.org 



Single? 

You don't need fancy algorithms 
to find a date. Our 1000+ local 
members are smart and savvy 
Seven Days readers. You already 
have something in common! 



Getting started is easy... 



Create a FREE profile on the web 
at sevendaysvt.com/personals. 

Don't be shy! People who post photos 
and lots of info about themselves 
get the most messages. 


#2 


Select the best suitors and reply 
to their messages for FREE. 

Get to know the person over email 
and when you're ready, make a date. 


• 

Want 
to make 
the first 
move? 




After you make 
your own profile, 
you can start a 
conversation with 
any Seven Days 
single for as little 
as $l/day! 


SEVEN DAYS 

pERSoNKS 

sevendaysvt.com 



= LISTYOUREVENTFORFREEATSEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT = 




GAS PAINS? 


MAKE THEM STOP. TAKE THE WAY TO GO STATEWIDE 
COMMUTER CHALLENGE. 

Join your fellow Vermonters in reducing 500,000 pounds of carbon 
pollution in Vermont. Commit one week to riding the bus, carsharing, 
carpooling, walking, biking, or telecommuting and make a difference. 


MAY 14-18 


SIGN UP FOR FREE AT WWW.WAYTOGOVT.ORG 


toffiSL 

>Qj/ 


If you have questions or need 
information about your various 
commuting options anywhere in the 
state, visit our partner Go Vermont's 
website at connectingcammuters.org. 




PUMP 

H©USE 


Celebrate Cinco de Mayo 

at the Pump House Indoor Waterpark 


Free music by Conscious Roots 
Food and drink specials 
Raffle prizes 


Call 802.988.261 1 for more information. 


Mother’s Day at JAY ^ PEAK 


Foundry 


Sunday, May 13th • 10:30am-3:00pm 

$22 Adults (16+1, $12 Kids (ages 6-151 
and kids 5 & under eat free 



Our Brunch Buffet Includes 

Roasted Red Pepper, Shiitake Mushroom, Spinach 
and Tomato Quiche 

Raspberry Cream Cheese Stuffed French Toast 
Omelet Station with Your Choice of fillings 
Rasta Station From our Hearth 
Cedar Planked Hearth Roasted Salmon 
Crab Cake Crusted Haddock 
"The Carvery' Roast Prime Rib of Beef Au Jus 
Dessert Table and more 
Call 802.988.271 5 to reserve. 



Sunday, May 13th • 8:00am-2:00pm 

$22 Adults (16+1, $12 Kids (ages 6-15) 
and kids 5 & under eat free 



Enjoy Our Brunch Buffet, Including 

Omelet Station, Pancakes and French Toast 
Variety of Homemade Quiches 
Prime Rib Au jus with Sweet Onion Relish 
Baked Salmon with Tequila Lime Butter 
Chicken Artichoke Florentine Pasta 
Green Beans Almondine 
Maple Whipped Butternut Squash 
Salads, Fruit & Yogurt 
Assorted Desserts and more 
Call 802.327.2500 to reserve. 


Reservations highly recommended. 





WED. 09 

comedy 

community 

WINOOSKI COALITION FORA SAFE AND PEACEFUL 

OBrien Community Center. Winooski S.30-A JO p.m. 



GUIDED ARGENTINE TANGO PRACTICA: See WED. 02 
8:15-10:15 p.m. 

TAKING FLIGHT': Up-and-coming choreographer! 
introduce their lightly produced dance experl- 




kida 

for playtime and sharing. DorcAhy Ailing Memorial 



CHESS CLUB: SeeWEDOa 5:30p.m. 

ENOSBURG PLAYGROUP: See WE 0.02. 10-11 :30 a.m. 




25 % 

OFF 

SUMMER 

TUITION 


Just another way we’re keeping 
the cost of college affordable. 

Check out all our 2012 Summer Semester courses online. 

CLASSES START MAY 29TH - REGISTER TODAY! 



Burlington College 

Vermont USA 

MORE INFO AT: BURLINGTON.EDU 
OR CALL 800-862-9616 





SKINCARE SALE 

BUY 2. GET THE 3RD 1/2 OFF 
Tata Harper and 
Redan -i- Fields products. 

3 ^ 

OOTSiES 




9am to 12pm 

Create websites as easily as you create 
layouts (or print. Muse makes It a snap 
to produce distinctive, professional 
websites in a day. 


1 pm to 4pm 

AIGA Vermont is thrilled to be one of 
the first places in the country to bring 
you Adobe CS6 training. Be among 
the first to discover the possibilities! 


AIGA Member/Student Member 

Full day $20X10 

Halfday (a.m. or p.m.) $10.00 

Non-Member 

Full day $100X10 

Halfday $70X10 


Register today at vermont.aiga.org 


Vermont 



r Become a new 
AIGA member ar 
admission is FREE! 



SWEETPERKS 


NEEDLEMAN’S 
BRIDAL & FORMAL: 

$50 TOWARDS 
YOUR PROM DRESS 
PURCHASE OR 
TUX RENTAL AT 
NEEDLEMAN'S FOR ONLY $25! 

They carry hundreds of styles of tuxedos to match any 




dress color and all the latest prom dress styles. They offer brands like 


Ralph Lauren, Perry Ellis, Calvin Klein. ECKO and many more! 


1 

a 

3 


§ 

| 

5 



DINO’S PIZZA: 

$20 TOWARD FOOD & 
BEVERAGE AT ESSEX 
LOCATION FOR ONLY $10! 

Get a classic pizza and wings dinner, build 
your own pie, or score some great pasta 
with homemade sauces at Dino's in Essex! 
just what you need inside these walls. 




BURLINGTON 
YOGA CONFERENCE 
SUNDAY DAY PASS 

UVM Davis Center. 
Burlington Sunday, May 6 
$M6r8G $59.40 


LYDDIE 

Lost Nation Theater, 
Montpelier $3© $15 

Multiple shows listed. 


Visit deals.sevendaysvt.com 




SEVEN DAYS 

Dean* 



Seven Days delivers deep 
discounts on concerts, plays 
and more! Between ticket deals, 
get local perks on shopping. 


Sign up for DealTicket emails today: 
deals.sevendaysvt.com 





classes 


7 p,m. $45/3 weeks Friday 
women's Haitian drumming 
starts B/15 5 p.m. $45/3 weeks. 


helen day 
art center 


• LITTLE AS $13.75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS At 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENOAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 


acting 


448-0086. lnfo®glrlsi 




fou r-nl ght fl y-fishl ng expe rl- 

computers 

ADOBE WORKSHOPS: May 9. 


ry acting methods your 


bodywork 

INTRO 8I0DYNAMIC 
CRANIOSACRAL Jun. 7-10. 
Cost: $550/4-day Introduction. 


Vermont, aigaorg. 

dance 

ART OF MOTION: Wi 


S. Burlington, $15. Ll 
jehkulu0yahoo.com 


Beginning cl a 


ENERGY LITERACY: Jun. 5-26. 
6-B p.m.. Weekly on Tue. Cost: 
$30/2-hr. class. Location: 
Peace and Justice Center. 60 
Lake St, 1C. Burlington. Info: 




SITTING FOR STRAIN-FREE 
MEDITATION: May 5. 3:30- 
S:30 p.m. Cost: $20/person. 




gardening 

WORKING W / FLAT STONE: 


Helen Day 

Art Center 




sdom of the Herbs 2012: Apr. 
il. 14-15, Aug. 11- 12. Sep. 8-9, 

'm: Aug. 19. Sep. 16* Oct. 14, 


language 


Spanish language for adul ts 


drumming 

TAIKO. DJEMBE. CONGAS & 


JuL19: Classes held 6-7:30 


building 

TINY-HOUSE RAISING: C 


999-4255. spatonSSSgmail. 
com. Burlington! Beginners 
Taiko starts Tuesday June 12. 


it: $15/dass Location: 
solute Pllates, 3060 Wllliston 
, suite 6. S. Burlington. Info: 
1-2614. absolutepilatesvt. 

Lt-klckingBootyBarre 
dio In S. Burlington Tighten 


start S/9. 6 p.m. Adults $36. 
Kids $30. $48 ror pare nt/di lid. 

Oiembe starts 5/17 S:30 pm 
S4S/3 weeks. Taiko starts6/14 


healing 

HOLISTIC PATIENT CARE: Jun 


allng Scott Moylan, 288- 


865-4372. lnfo®purpleshutter. 
Our focus will be on a kit for use 
Whether you're hiking camping, 
just providing basic care for your 


Comstock. 4S3-B111, in 




MARTIAL ARTS » 




i 


jjj 


< 

s 


JV] other's Day 

i ii r!< sinrl P;i r.\/ Cttrrr. fri;ir l\/lrirn 1 r. r.i itowi low: 



Order in store 

ofe !etec “°ny 

° f Photo g,ft s 


Metal Wall Art 



Travel Mugs 


Cameras • Digital Solutions 
10 Dorset Street . South Burlington, VT 0S403 
802.863.1256 • www.thephotogarden.com 


PICTURE THIS! 


SEVEN DAYS 


Vi 


ART WORKS. WALKS O WORDS 


re view 


Plan your visual art adventures with our 
new Friday email bulletin filled with: 

• art news, profiles and reviews 
I weekly picks for exhibits 

• receptions and events Subscribe today! 

sevendaysvt.com/review 


■ 


classes 


meditation 

MTROOUCTION TO ZEN: 

Sat, May S. 9:30 am.-1230 

p.m. Cost: S 30/half-day 


THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
UTTLE AS S13.75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNUMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 






martial arts 



& Light). Burlington. Info: 951- 
8900, burllngtonalkido.org. This 
















Featherweight Champion a 






cuses on the theory and medita- 




movement 


GARDENING: THE EASY WAY: 


May 6. 2-5 p.m. Cost: $30/ 

Huntington. Info: 735-3770. 
This three-hour workshop will 



photography 



Photography. 48 Laure^Dr, 


Photography. Linda Rock. 238- 
9540, Hphotographyecomcast 
net. lindarockphotography. 
com. Digital photography 

your choice: beginner digital 
photography, intermediate 
photopaphy, digital workflow, 
lighting techniques, set up your 
photo business, portrait posing. 
Photoshop and more. S69/half 


CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSES 




MFA 

Thesis Exhibit 

An Exploration of Emergent Media 


May 4 th - May 25 th 

SEABA Center 
404 Pine Street 
Burlington 

Opening Reception: 

Friday, May 4 th 
5-8pm 



“Stand Up, Sit Down & Laugh 

Tuesday, May 8 at 7:30 pm | 

— (Comcast SEVEN DAYS 


Paul Dresher Double Duo 


c 


On Acoustic, Electro-Acoustic, 
and Invented Instruments 


E 


Friday, May 11 at 8 pm 
samspemr (cOmCQSt 


^ SEVEN DAYS 


.flynncenter.org or call 86-flynn today! 




In Good Company 

M. Ward talks about his new record, A Wasteland Companion 


music 


§ 


I 

3 


M Ward's musi e feels time- 

less. His weary croon is 
evocative, his nimble 
■ guitar work transport- 
ing, whether he's performing solo, in She 
& Him with actress and singer Zooey De- 
schanel, or with Monsters of Folk - his 
all-star side project with Conor Oberst and 
Mike Mogis of Bright Eyes and Jim James 
of My Morning Jacket With gentle subtle- 
ty and an intoxicating whorl of blues, folk 


Vardca 




es they've never been but that feel familiar 
just the same. On his latest solo album. A 
Wasteland Companion, Ward muses on a 
life of travel and attempts to reconcile with 
what he necessarily leaves at home. 

Seven Days spoke with Ward by phone 
in advance of his show at the Higher 
Ground Ballroom this Sunday, May 6. 


SEVEN DAYS: You were at Coachellathis 
year. Di d you catch hologram T upac? 

M. WARD: I did not I was not playing that 
day. I played Friday. 


SD: Any thoughts on the phenomenon? 

MW: I’ve heard it’s a very expensive idea. 
And I don't think music needs more mil- 
lion-dollar ideas. It's the same thing with 
film. You don't need multimillion-dollar ef- 
fects to tell a story, at least not the stories I 
enjoy. But if people enjoyed it, that’s great 


SD: Your album has a provocative title. 
Is there an explicit statement you're 
making, or do you prefer to leave it 
open to interpretation? 

MW: I think the best titles are the ones that 
people are able to put together on their 
own. So I’m open to interpretation. 

SD: I know itsa T.S. Eliot reference. And 
this is probably just my being weird, 
but for some reason every time I look at 
the title I think of Garrison Keillor. 

MW: Right, right. Well, I like that angle, 
too. [Laughs.] And I had not heard that in- 
terpretation, that the title was some kind 
of response to “A Prairie Home Compan- 
ion." But I really like that I think you hit 
the nail on the head. 


SD: [Laughs.] You're very kind. Much of 
the record was inspired by your trav- 
els and centers around the things you 
leave behind when you're away from 
home. Do you ever wish your touring 
schedule were less demanding? 

MW. I think I'm the same as everyone. A 
lot of times when you're at home, you wish 
that you were somewhere far away. And 
sometimes when you're far away, you wish 
you were at home. I think that's just a very 



human emotion. It's just a fact of life. But I 
do believe that music is able to bridge gaps, 
whether we're talking about geographic 
space or moments in time. That's an ele- 
ment of music that I'm a little bit obsessed 
with and I keep going back to, for some rea- 
son. Especially music's power to reconstruct 
time, whether we're talking about hearing 
a song and it taking you back to when you 
were 6 years old, or hearing a song on die 
radio that in some real way connects you 
to the 18th century. I’m fascinated. It's very 
mysterious. Ill never know exactly how that 
works. It has something todowith the brain, 
and it bears investigation. 


And that's what a lot of the record -mak- 
ing process is for me, delving deeper into 
these mysteries and realizing that you’ll 
never get to the bottom of it and still stay 
fascinated by the idea, and stay inspired. It 
ends up rearing its head on a lot of these 
records that I produce. 

SO: You dedicated the track “Clean 
Slate' to the late Alex Chilton of Big 
Star. What did his music mean to you? 
MW: His records have been a big inspira- 
tion for a long time. And I'm constantly 
surprised by how few people are familiar 
with his catalog. When I am talking to 


journalists or acquaintances or friends, 1 
recommend a song called "The Ballad of El 
Goodo." That’s a great place to start Check 
it out on YouTube. 

SD: I usually suggest '13, “ but that's a 
good one, too. Have you spent any time 
with New Multitudes, the Woody Guth- 
rie tribute that Jim James was involved 
in? 

MW: I have not. But Td like to hear it 

SD: Have you given any thought to do- 
ing that kind of project, not necessarily 
Guthrie, but exploring the “lost" song- 
books of someone? 

MW: You know, between making my own 
records and working with She & Him. 
that's a good amount of record production. 
I’m not exactly pounding the pavement for 
new projects. 

SD: Lee Ranaldo from Sonic Youth is 
touring with you. What do you think of 
his new band? 

MW: Well, Sonic Youth has been a huge 
influence since high school. And over the 
years I’ve become acquainted with Steve 
Shelley, who plays on my record. And Lee 
Ranaldo has a new solo record that I'm re- 
ally excited about But we've never shared 
a stage, so I’m excited to see what happens. 

SD: I imagine, just as a fan, it must be 
pretty special to tour with one of your 
idols from high school. 

MW: Absolutely. We just finished a West 
Coast tour with FireHouse, and it com- 
pletely blew my mind. Sonic Youth and 
FireHouse were really the first live experi- 
ences of music I ever had. So to be able to 
share a stage with them was an honor. 

SD: I really don't mean this as a back- 
handed compliment, but some of my 
favorite moments on your records are 
your covers. How do you reinterpret 
something like, say, “Let's Dance' by 
David Bowie and genuinely make it 

MW: You deconstruct iL You start off 
with just guitar and vocals and see where 
that takes you. And when you decon- 
struct a song to that level, it’s like design- 
ing a building from the ground up. It’s no 
longer some preprogrammed production. 
It’s all of a sudden a new beginning ® 
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Three Cheers 

I adore Montpelier and wish 
I could spend more dme 
there. It's artsy and friendly. 
It has great restaurants. 

It has a disproportionate 
number of bookstores and 
a great record store. And, of 
course, it has the greatest 
bar in the world: Charlie O's. 
It's a lovable, quirky little 
city. The kind of place you 
root for. If it were a movie, it 
would be Rudy. 

Not so long ago, 
Montpelier was an artistic 
and cultural hub that nearly 
rivaled its sister city to the 
north, Burlington. Obviously, 
due to die difference in size, 
they don't compare on raw 
volume. But per capita, you 
could make a convincing 
argument diat the capital 

bit as thriving as the Queen 
City’s, and was perhaps 
an even more close-knit 
community, to boot The 
Lamb Abbey was booking 
bizarre underground 
shows. The Golden Dome 
Musicians' Collective 
unified disparate parts of 
the scene under one banner. 
Every weekend, it seemed, 
there was somediing cool 
happening in Montpelier. 
And at the center of it all was 
the Langdon Street Cafe. 

Not to beat a dead horse 
- and because we’ll be taking 
an in-depth look into die 
aftermath of LSC’s closing in 
a few weeks — but when the 
cafe shuttered its doors last 
spring, it was a critical blow 
to die arts and music scale 
in central Vermont. Not fatal, 
mind you, but it changed 
the city’s complexion. Most 
reports out of Montpelier 
ova die last several mondis 
suggest that die scene is still 
recovering, and slowly at diat. 

While venues like die 
Black Door, Positive Pie 2, 
Charlie O’s and, recently, 
Bagitos Cafe, have helped 
take some of the sting out 
of that kiss, the buzz that 
existed around music in 


BY DAN BOLLES 

Montpelier has quieted. But 
tiiis weekend, Golden Dome 
music will bring some of her 
luster back. 

The marquee event is 

the WHAT CHEER? BRIGADE. 

headlining at the Vermont 
College of Fine Arts 
Gymnasium on Friday, May 
4. You may remember one 
of the last big shows at the 
VCFA gym a few years back. 
It was some gypsy band 
called Gogol bordello. I was 
there, and it was an all- 
around great night Despite 
being a gym, it’s a nifty place 
to catch a high-energy show. 
It's sort of like Memorial 
Auditorium in Burlington, 
only much more intimate. 

Oh, and the acoustics don’t 
totally suck, which is nice. 

AS for WHAT CHEER? BRIGADE. 

they're a 19-piece brass band 
from my native Providence, 
R.I., who refer to themselves 
as — this is awesome — 
"Luddite hardcore.” In 
other words, they don’t use 
any amplification. None. 

The band is loud enough 
on its own that it plays its 
bombastic mix of samba, 
hip-hop, N’awlins jazz and 
Balkan grooves au nature). 
They were die sleeper hit 
of last year's Newport Folk 
Festival — and by pulling an 
anti-BOB Dylan, no less. 

There are a couple of 
solid postshow options, 
including the official after 
party at the Black Door with 
a metal band called chalice 
not to be confused with the 
Australian godiic metal band 
of the same name. You could 
also swing by Charlie O’s 
to catch one of my favorite 
new Burlington bands, alt- 
country torchbearers shelly 
shredder, and Seth Gallant's 
(in memory of pluto, die dirty 
watts) twangy new project, 
great western. Speaking of 
GW, they’ve got some new 
tracks upon their Bandcamp 



page — greatwesternvt. 
bandcamp.com — and I 
approve. 

Saturday, May 5, finds a 
perfect union of beer and ... 
well, pretty much anything 
is a perfect union with beer. 
But in this case, the third 
annual Montbeerlier festival 
marries delicious brews from 
Three Penny Taproom with 
die elastic, genre-bending 
sounds of the primate fiasco 
outside on Langdon Street. 
Follow up that afternoon 
hootenanny with a Cinco de 
Mayo bash in die farmers 
market parking lot behind 
Julio's Cantina. 

Sunday is All Species 
Day, an annual neo-pagan 
festival that includes a 
parade, Maypole dancing 
and the Birth of the Goddess 
Pageant, which I imagine is 
like a beauty contest, except 
that the contestants are 
dressed up as their favorite 
animals. Neat 


roots — two members grew 
up here, includingfront man 
pete bernharo - and has been 
making national waves widi 
its latest record. Stomp and 
Smash: Live at the Mystic 
Theatre, released late last 

BiteTorrent 

Meanwhile, in Burlington, 
a collision of cosmic forces 
direatens to forever alter 
the landscape of Queen 
City debauchery when 
Mildred Moody’s Full 
Moon Masquerade meets 
Cinco de Mayo. Saturday, 
May 5, die Masquerade 
invades Nectar’s with an 
all-star lineup including local 
hip-hop heavyweights die 
lynguistic civilians and rebel- 
folk stalwarts 2nd agenda, 
alongside monthly regulars 
Mildred moody, and live body 
painting by the human canvas. 
May God have mercy on our 


But w 


t, there 


By Tuesday, May 8, you 
should have had ample time 
to shake the Montbeerlier 
hangover and/or find a way 
out of your animal costume. 
If so, might I suggest taking 
in the devil makes three at the 
Positive Pie 2? The ragtime 
punk band has Vermont 


The Masquerade isn't die 
only place you can catch 
the Human Canvas diis 
Saturday. Body-paint artist 
kadina dinash will do a special 
afternoon session at - I 
swear I'm not making tills up 
— Moe's Southwest Grill in 
Williston. Welcome to Moe's, 
indeed. 

This week at Nectar's, Metal 
SOUNDBITES » P.65 






music 




WED. 02 


burlington area 

1/Z LOUNGE: Scott Morgan & 

Mltchel I ( retro). 10 p.m.. Free. 6 

(EDM). 9 p.m.. $3/5/8.18-*. 
FRANNY 0'S: Karaoke. 9: 30 p.m., 

HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE 

LOUNGE: Mike Doughty (rock), 

Webb& the Cartwheels (Jazz), 7 


MANHATTAN PIZZA* PUB: 

Open Mlc with Andy Lugo. 10 



ONE PEPPER GRILL. Open Mlc 
with Ryan Hanson, 8 p.m.. Free. 

ON TAP BAR & GRILL The Ryan 

7 p.m.. Free. DJCre8 (hip-hop). 10 

RED SQUARE BLUE ROOM: DJ 


THE SKINNY PANCAKE 



central 

BAGTTOS: Acoustic Blues Jam 
with the Usual Suspects. 6 p.m.. 

§ GUSTO'S: Open Mlcwlth John 
“ Lackard 9 p.m.. Free: 

> champlain valley 

S' ON THE RISE BAKERY Open 

~ northern 

g BEE'S KNEES: John Smythe 



regional 

MONOPOLE: Open Mlc. 8 pm.. 


I THU. 03 


burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE. Burgundy 



g the Big Dirty, the Bumping 



champlain valley 


The Road Warrior » N mcferon built his increasingly wide fan base the old-fashioned way; on the 
road. Giggingin excess of 200dates per year for nearly a decade, the Seattle-based songwriter’s yeoman work is paying 


off. Hisroots-laden.pop-tinged 2011 record. Summer Nights, garnered national recognition and landed gigs supporting 
the likes of Patty Griffin, Mike Doughty and Amos Lee. This Saturday, May 5, McFeron plays an intimate gig at the 
Skinny Pancake in Burlington. 


Jones. Potoelly (rock). 9 p.m. $6. 

(Arabic). 6:30 p.m.. Free. 
FRANNY 0’S: Karaoke. 9 p.m.. 



HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE 

LEVITY CAFt Open Mlc 
(standup), 8:30 p.m., Free. 

MONKEY HOUSE: Arborea (rock). 



Dominic (hip-hop). 9:30 p.m.. 




FRI.04 


IB METRONOME: No Dlgglty: 


BROWN'S MARKET BISTRO: Folk 
by Association (folk). 7p.m., Free. 

RIMROCKS MOUNTAIN TAVERN: 

HI Two Rivers (hip-hop). 10 p.m„ 


LEVITY CAFt: Fnday Night 



MONKEY HOUSE. Ulubula (rock). 
NECTAR'S: Ashley Sofia (solo 
Rez. Ob s Grove (reggae, fu nk). 9 

ON TAP BAR a, GRILL: Loose 



(hip-hop). 10:30 p.m.. Free. 

Rl RA IRISH PUB: Supersounds 
DJ (Top 40), 10p.m.. Free. 


northern 



RIMROCKS MOUNTAIN TAVERN: 

Fnday Night Frequencies with OJ 
Rekkon fhlp-hop). 10 p.m.. Free 


regional 

MONOPOLE Timbre Coup (rock). 
THERAPY: Pulse with DJ Nyce 

(hip-hop), 10 p.m., $5. 


SAT.05 

burlington area 


1/2 LOUNGE: Dave Grippo & 



BACKSTAGE PUB; Phil n’ the 



CLUB METRONOME: Retronome 
('80s dance party), 10 p.m.. $5. 


HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM 




LEVITY CAFt: Saturday Night 
Comedy (standup), 8 p.m. $8. 
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Monday goes international — 
and super geeky — with the 
Netherlands-based fantasy 
prog metal band knight 
area. Imagine Dio riffmgon 
Dungeons & Dragons. Widi 
keytar. This might be die 
most awesomely dorky metal 
band I've heard of since 

again, not making this up - a 
Florida power-metal band 
that bases all of its material 
on die A Song of Ice and Fire 
series by george r.r. martin 
better known as the books on 
which the HBO series Game 
of Thrones is based. No jape. 

Peelin' lucky, punks? This 
Saturday, May 5, riot grrrls 
doll fight! host the second 
annual Rock Lotto and 
Instrument Drive at the 
Monkey House in Winooski. 
Here’s the gist: Musicians 
toss their names into a hat 
that morning Said names 
are pulled at random and 
said musicians are placed in 
a new band. Each new band 
has die day to practice for 
a showcase that evening. 
Rocking ensues and, likely, 
a train wreck or two. At 
the end of the night, all 
proceeds, including donated 
instruments, benefit Girls 
Rock Vermont, a day camp 
for aspiring young female 


rockers. Then, said young 
rockers grow up, start 
real bands and give back 
by rockingeven harder. 
Everybody wins. 


GRACE POTTER & THE NOCTURNALS 

announced the dates for this 
year’s second annual Grand 
Point North Festival. The 
two-day bash, which last 
year featured a slew of great 
local bands alongside big- 
name national acts, will again 
take place at Burlington's 
Waterfront Park, but this 
time not in conjunction 
with the Lake Champlain 
Maritime Festival. Rather, 
GPN (the fest) will happen 
on September 14 and 15 with 
some guys called die avett 
brothers co-headlining. 

The lull lineup should be 
announced later this month. 
Tickets are on sale now at 
gpnfesLfrontgatetickets.com. 

Last but not least, 
Angioplasty Media 
announced the lull lineup 
for its second annual Waking 
Windows festival, which is 
at various locations around 
Winooski Thursday, May 
10, through Saturday, May 
12. Unlike last year, the 
indie-rock fest is not going 
up against the Burlington 
Discover Jazz Festival, which 



means 1 can actually go to 
a WW show or two. Nifty. 
We'll have a full rundown 
in next week's column. In 
die meantime, check out 
angioplastymedia.net for 
schedule and ticket info. ® 




Listening In 

Once again, this week's 
totally self-indulgent 
column segment in 

I sampling of what was 
I on my iPod, turntable, 

| CD player. 8-track 
player, etc., this week. 



Toro Y Moi. 

June 2009 


The Yellow Dogs. 

Upper Class Complexity 


Diamond Rugs. 

Diamond Rugs 



is j 


Burlington Coffee House presents 

Vance Gilbert 



Friday. May II • $15 
Show: 8 pm • Doors: 7:30 pm 

Studio A 2M North Ninotsti Avt. Burlington 

"-.die voice of an angel, die wit of a devil 
and the guitar playing of a god.-* 

- Fort Worth Star -telegram 



UVEATNECTARS.COM 

CONSIDER THE WED 
SOURCE _ MAY 9 


BUTEGRASS THURSDAYS FT TH U 

SOMETHING WITH ^ , 0 
STRINGS MAY '° 

CYBORG TRIO 

iUVHKINICAI 

WIIH BANG BANG • BOUNCE LAB 


"NO DIGGITY" 
90 S NIGHT 


KUNG FU NIGHT II SAT 

WOH 1 r'oSMIC DUST BUNNIES MAY 1 2 

& NOX PERRICULUM 


Ml YARD SUN 

REGGAE NIGHT mayo 

METAL MONDAY MON 


MOTOWN MONDAY 


BOB MACKENZIE 
BLUES BAND 





§ 



BOB, COLOHESTER 
STORE UAHAQER, 18YEAF 
HOLDI11G VIBRAlJl B1K1LA 1 
III BLUE GRAY 


Champlain txilley 

CITY LIMITS: Dance 
DJ Carl (Top 40), 9 p 


(Top 40), 9 pjn„ Free. 

regional 

MONOPOLE: Mutherload (rock 

TABU CAFt & NIGHTCLUB: All 

Night Dance Party with DJ Toe 
(Top 40). 5 pm., Free. 

SUN. 06 

bnrlington area 

V2 LOUNGE: Songwriter's Seri 
(singer-songwriters). 7 p.m_ 


New Tradition johnny rayas was bom on the Mississippi Delta and 
steeped in its steamy bhies and soul traditions from the moment he could hold a guitar 
and unleash a heartsick howl. He has played alongside the titans of genre and is now 
widely regarded as one himself. This week Rawls plays three Vermont dates: Thursday. 
May 3, at the Black Door in Montpelier; Saturday, May 5, at the Stone Church in Bellows 
Falls; and Sunday. May 6, at Club Metronome in Burlington. Local soul and blues 
monster, and Rawls' good friend, DAVE keller opens each show. Rawls will also play the 
Immanuel Episcopal Church in Morrisville on Friday. May 4. 
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Watch something LOCAL this week. 


REVIEW this 



The Aerolites, 

The Aerolites 

(SELF-RELEASED, CD. DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

The Aerolites’ self-titled debut album 
doesn't adhere to the confines of any 
one genre. Instead, it exists somewhere 
in the familiar grounds between jam, 
Americana and blues. In the first track, 
“Deception,” one can detect a healthy 
dose of the Grateful Dead, a hint of 
Tom Petty and a pinch of B.B. King - 
hardly a unique amalgamation in the 
Burlington music scene. In fact, it feels 
like we've heard this band and these 
songs a million times before, pouring 
from open windows up and down Buell 
Street in mid-July. 

There is a fundamental problem 
with diis genre-blending aesthetic. To 
simplify music history: The intention of 
jam music is a sort of transcendence, the 
intention of Americana is identification, 
and the intention of blues is toe-tapping 
salvation. When most bands attempt 
to channel these three influences in a 
single moment, the individual effect 
of each one is lost The Grateful Dead 
pulled this off seemingly without 
effort and it set their music apart from 
anything else. Ever. Such skill is rare. 

But the Aerolites sound comfortable 
and content in their already-carved-out 
groove — just riding the snake. These 
kinds of jam-band songs seem to write 
themselves on the front lawns of this 

The sounds you will encounter on 
The Aerolites are familiar, well played 
and easy on the mind. The album is 
chock-full of bouncing bass lines and 
playful guitar solos, but they just don't 
demand the listener’s attention. You 


can hear something there, but it simply 
glides over your ears and is gone. The 
same goes for Jeremy Harple's often 
fast -fast-fast vocal delivery. 

Perhaps this fleeting lightness 
is the music’s purpose. If so, the 
Aerolites succeed — this sounds like 
die soundtrack to a pleasant Burlington 
night. They're not demanding your full 
attention; they just want you to half 
listen and relax. 

But when taken out of that 
background-music setting, The Aerolites 
demonstrate all too well that bands can 
do everything technically right - and 
with a great amount of skill — but if 
diey don't take risks, their songs are 
quickly carried away, like a Frisbee on a 
crisp summer breeze. 

Tlie Aerolites play the Monkey 
House on Wednesday, May 2. 

SEAN HOOD 

Boatman’s Lament, 
Boatman’s Lament 

(SELF-RELEASED. CD) 

Man, it’s gotta be tough to be the 
Boatman, spending eternity ferrying 
lost souls across the river Styx 
Nobody is happy to be on that boat 
The conversations must be positively 
dreadful — “Can you believe I'm dead? 
Like, what the fuck?" And the scenery 
can't be all that great, either. Plus, the 
Boatman has to charge for the privilege 
of delivering passengers to eternal — 

damnation. How often do you think he 
gets a tip for that? He's the cabbie on 
die highway to hell, and the meter is 
always running. 

On their self-titled debut, 
Ferrisburgh-based quintet Boatman's 
Lament offer Charon a little 
commiseration as well as something 
for dieol' CD changer - Sirius' signal 
presumably doesn’t reach Hades. The 
band delivers a sulfur-y maelstrom 
of self- described "Green Mountain 
progressive altema-sludge.” Or, for 
the layperson, melodic metal and hard 
rock with sinister prog leanings. With 
six songs clocking in at a combined 
53 minutes, the album is a fitting 
soundtrack for diose long, slow paddles 
to purgatory, which in this case is 
largely a compliment. 


The darkly hypnotic quality of 
Boatman's Lament is both an asset and 
a hindrance. On one hand, die band’s 
crawling pace lends itselfto murky, 
well, lamentation. From the menacing 
opening strains of “La Kah Teh Dralil,” 
die band sets a hopeless tone. That's 
presumably die intent, so job well done 
there. But it’s almost too easy to lose 
oneself in the album's malignance, 
which is a shame, as diere are intriguing 
performances diroughout the record 
— especially from lead shredder Chris 
Brownell. 

The primary culprit is vocalist Matt 
Schoop, whose delivery recalls late 
Alice in Chains front man Layne Staley. 
And I don't mean when Staley was 
alive. I mean zombie Staley. Schoop's 
anguished drone is the perfect vocal 
complement to his band’s bruising 
brooding aesthetic. But at times his 
near-monotone and occasionally pitch- 



challenged delivery is subsumed by die 
cacophony around him. 

Perhaps that, too, is pardy the 
point. Boatman's Lament is drenched 
in the same sense of detached doom 
diat one imagines must surround 
Charon, condemned to an eternity of 
monotonous labor. Even in the album’s 
louder, more dramatic moments - 
die screeching second halfof closer 
“Strange Roux," for instance - there’s 
a chilling sense of impending dread. 
That’ll be one obolus, please. 

DAN BOLLES 


® rcr vm ID Ml |C IP dc\/| CVAirn* » voim an independent artist or band making music invt. send your cn to i 

UCI T UUIl PIUOIL KCVItVVLU. DAN BOLLES C/0 SEVEN DAYS 255 SO. CHAMPLAIN ST. STE S, BURLINGTON VT 05401 
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Belle of the Ball Blessed with a 

bright, rich and expressive voice, dianne reeves exudes 
an elegance and sophistication that few singers past 
or present can match. The four- time Grammy winner 
is widely regarded as the preeminent jazz vocalist on 
the planet, and a worthy heir to a legacy that includes 
iconic singers such as Ella Fitzgerald, Billie Holiday 
and Etta James. On Saturday, June 9, Reeves takes to 
the Flynn MainStage as a headlining performer at the 
2012 Burlington Discover Jazz Festival. 


northern central 

7fo SK m E o“n^ons“ 00er|f0lk1 ’ BAGIT0S: 0pen M^pm.Free 



MON. 07 TUE.08 

burlington area Burlington area 

T JET f T NiBht 0pen 


(electro-dub). 9 pm„ $5/10. 18*. 

HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM 

Dark Star Orchestra (Grateful 


jleJ (hlp-hcp). 11 

lakota (hip-hop). 


Knowledge.7p.m.. Free. 

central 

CHARLIE 0'S: Karaoke 10 p.m.. 



champlain valley 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: Trivia 
Night. 7 p.m.. Free Monster Hits 



WED. 09 

burlington area 

U2L0UNGE: Scott Mangan & 
Guests (singer-songwriters). 8 

FRANNY 0‘S: Karaoke. 9:30 pm.. 
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VERMONT’S LARGEST 
BIKE SWAP 
20lh Anniversary! Vsis*' 


SATURDAY, May 5th, 9:00AM - 5:00PM 
SUNDAY, May 6th, 1 1 :00AM - 5:00PM 




BUV1NC A BIKE? 

COME BROWSE THE HUNDREDS OF USED BIKES UNDER THE BIG TOP TI 
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY. THERE WILL BE PLENTY OF Et 
YOU FIND THE RIGHT BIKE! 

SELLING A BIKE? 

CHECK IN YOUR USED BIKE THURSDAY, May 3rd, II 
FRIDAY May 4th, 10:00AM - 4:00PM. NOTE: YOUR Bl 
MECHANICAL CONDITION. CLEAN, AND HAVE VALUE! 

EARL’S WILL THEN SELL VOUR BIKE FOR VOUI 


*»» H 2500 Wi Hinton Road 

I South Burlington. VT 

802-864-9197 

Cyclery£Pitness wwwearlsbikes.com 


QALLERY^^O/iZ^ VISITING VERMONT'S ART VENUES 



The Price Is Right 


Christine Price Gallery, Castleton State College 

BY MEGAN JAMES 



B ill Rarnage knows big art 
The artist has spent the last 
30 years creating sculptural 
drawings and photographic 
works so enormous diat precious few 
Vermont venues can accommodate them. 

Castleton College’s Christine Price 
Gallery is one of them. So it’s fitting 
that Rarnage, a semiretired art professor 
there, lias curated the high-ceilinged 
space — which is actually the lobby of 
the John and Susan Casella Theater — 
since he transformed it into a gallery 
more than 30 years ago. 

“We can be big and ostentatious 
here,’’ says Rarnage, 69, exuding an in- 
fectious enthusiasm. It’s easy to see that 
he’s the kind of effervescent teacher 
who turns his students on to art for life. 

Just be sure to call his art venue a 
gallery. "I get angry when people call it 
a lobby,” he says. 

On a recent visit, it is anything but 
an ordinary vestibule. Casdeton art in- 
structor Oliver Schemm has filled the 
space with his interactive sculptures, 
creating a wonderland of arty toys, the 
highlight of which is the “Wunderkam- 
mer,” an old-fashioned, round, canvas 
tent filled with antique oddities and 
mysterious creations. 

Visitors step inside to discover a mo- 
bile made of an old bugle, a bone, a small 


propeller and a vintage Jell-O mold. On 
the floor sits an intriguing silver suitcase 
beside some sort of stove, from which 
emanates the gurgling sound of a radia- 
tor (or is it a passing train?). There's a 
rusty typewriter, a cigar box and a grand 
sea captain's steering wheel in front of a 
scratched-up mirror. 


WE GAN BE BIG 



BILLRAMAGE 

It’s difficult to resist touching every- 
thing: prying open the suitcase, grab- 
bing hold of die steering wheel and 
peering inside die cigar box. Survey 
questions Schemm distributes at the 
gallery entrance reveal that he hopes 
visitors do interact with the works. Ra- 
mage says a recent gallerygoer told him 
that when she caught a glimpse of her- 
self in die tent mirror, she was surprised 
to find herself smiling. 

Outside the tent, Schemm offers 
other opportunities for play: a 5-foot- 
tall circle of wood that can be spun by 
pulling a metal bar; a “Rocking Wheat 
Pendulum"; and a roughly 10-foot-high 


Ferris wheel diat rotates when cranked, 
causing brighdy colored metal fish to 
loop around in place of passenger cars. 

There's an advantage to show- 
ing artwork in a lobby space: A couple 
thousand people pass through over the 
course of any given show, says Ram- 
age. Running an academic gallery has 
its perks, too. “We don’t have to worry 
about a market," he says. “We can do 
anything; we can be all over the place.” 

Casdeton has a relatively small art 
department - only three full-time fac- 
ulty members - so the gallery, as Ram- 
age sees it, is vital to exposing students 
to a broad range of work from profes- 
sional artists. Plus, he says, “I think it's 
good to challenge the community.” 

Not every show is a hit, though. Ra- 
mage recalls one 15 years ago in which 
an artist wound black insulation tape 
around the inside of the gallery. Ram- 
age overheard a tour guide leading a 
group of prospective students dirough 
the space. “Usually, there’s art in here,” 
she said. 

Rarnage began his teaching career at 
Ohio State University.but moved to Ver- 
mont after the 1970 shootings at nearby 
Kent State. By 1978, he was teaching at 
Casdeton and about to start the gallery, 
which he named after local author and 
illustrator Christine Price. 


Rarnage has shown his own work 
here only twice — once before it became 
a real gallery and once to mark his official 
retirement in 2007. “I make such unmar- 
ketable work," he says with a self-depre- 
cating smile. A recent drawing measured 
16 square feet. Several years ago, Rarnage 
filled the Flynndog in Burlington with 
two roughly 37-by-10-foot panels. 

Why so big? “My eyes are 63 inches 
off the floor," he says, as if it’s perfeedy 
normal to know the precise height of 
one’s gaze. Rarnage likes the meridian of 
his work to occur exactly there. “It’s all 
about perception and space,” he says. 

Trained as a sculptor at the Philadel- 
phia College of Art and the University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst, Rarnage says, 
“Actually, I think of all diese big draw- 
ings as sculptures.” 

His face lights up when talking about 
the big ideas that fuel his big work. “Do 
you know that when we look at some- 
thing, it goes to 30 different places in 
the brain before it becomes a conscious 
thought?” Rarnage asks. “Seeing is just 
such a magical thing.” © 


MS Christine Price Gallery. 86 Seminary 
O Street. Castleton State Colle e e. The 

a" 3 ' s' h* 1 "T & th m Z0I i S'”*? 4e*ni9 

castleton.edu/sourullngs/gallery.htm 





ONGOING 


burttngton area 

15TH ANNIVERSARY SHOW: Workby former and 
current members of the Rose Street Artists' Co-op 
Through May 12 at Rose Street Co-op Gal lery in 

BRIAN COLLIER: The Collier Classification System 
far Very Smal I Objects,' a participatory exhibit of 

October 15 at Durlck Library St. Michael’s College In 





CHITTENDEN COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS’ 
ART EXHIBITION: Workby many of the county's 
finest high school artists. May 3 tJlrough23 at 
Union Station in Burlington. Info. 864-1557. 

July 28 at Amy E. Tarrant Gallery. Flynn Center. In 
Burlington. Info. 6S2-4STO. 







'EYE OF THE BEHOLDER: ONE SCENE, THREE 
ARTISTS' VISIONS': Pastel works by Marcia HIM 

Shelburne Vineyard. Info. 985-8222. B 

May 27 at PI ne Street Dell In Burlington. Info 



MR MASTERPIECE The Naughty Naked Nude 

paintings Through May 31 at Artspace 106 at The 
Men's Room In Burlington. Info 864-2088. 




TALKS & 
EVENTS 


FIRST FRIDAY ART WALK: More 
than 30 galleries and other venues 



JULIE PUTTGEN Under die 


paintings, postcards and cut-paper 
works. Through May 11 at AVA 



GALA GRAND OPENING: Tile new 
art center celebrates Its official 

Jeanne Carbonettl. Saturday. May 

Contemporary Arts, Chester, Info. 
875-1018. 










RACHEL GROSS Prints and works 
on paper. May^through 31 atTwo^ 

UPPER VALLEY PHOTOSLAM 2012 

at PHOTOSTOP In White River 



May 4. 5-8 p.m Info. 698-0320. 


WE DELIVER!' Mall and stamp 

postal service to SEAB A May 4 
through 31 at SEABA Center In 




HARALD AKSDAL Colors. Lines 
and Dots' pal tilings. May 3 Through 

6.2-5p.m.lnfa899-32Tl 




MAY DAY: THE WORKERS ARE 

REVOLTING! 1 : Artwork by bar 

Reception: Sunday. May 6. 6-9 p.m. 


DUG NAP -dug Nap's StufT 



GALEN CHANEY: 'Street Level. 
^ abstract palntlngsmspired 

fib. May 4 through June 23 at BCA 

The artist gives a tal k. Friday. May 
4, S-8 pm. Info, 865-7166. 


'ECLECTIC EOUINES': Florse- 






and watch the Kentucky Derby. 
Saturday. May 5, 5 p.m. Info 



photographs documenting the 









World's Largest Collage Fnday 
May 4. 5-9 pm.. Backspace Gal lery. 
Burilngton 




BURLINGTON-AREA ART I 


art 
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JOHN BRICKELS & WENDY JAMES: Clay creations 
by Brlckels and paintings and photography by 
James. Through May 31 at Governor's Office Gal lery 
I n Montpelier. Info. 823-0743. 

KATHRENA RAVENHORST-ADAMS Spring Bloom.' 

4S4-127S. * 8 

LEANNE CALLAHAN: Translorm ' oil paintings and 


dug Nap You'd be hard-pressed to find a Vermonter who doesn't know about 
dug Nap. But many would be surprised to learn that the prolific Burlington artist 
creates many of his witty folk-art paintings in an “art bed.'' "I like to be comfortable 
when I paint," writes Nap of the bed on wheels, which he slides under an easeL “It 
also has a swing arm. which holds my brushes and miscellaneous art supplies, and was 
inspired by my dentist's chair." Hey, whatever works. Catch Nap in action creating a 
new performance-art piece on the art bed - and browse his original paintings — in a 
show called "dug Nap's Stuff” at Burlington's Frog Hollow through May 31. Pictured: 
“Cellphone City." 







CALL TO 
ARTISTS 

WORLD S LARGEST COLLAGE! 


createthe Worlds Largest 



opening reception on Fnday 

until May 26th. 266 Pine SL 
SUte 106, Burlington. Info. 


WALL TO CANVAS: Seeking 



aft competition for cash prices. 

Saturday, August 25. Must be 
21* to apply. Deadline: July 20. 
Submission forms at maglchat. 

CALLING FOR ENTRIES: A 


CALL TO PHOTOGRAPHERS 








ART * SOUL Seeking 




SUSAN BULL RILEY: CloselyObserved.' 
Montpelier City Hall. Info. 540-679-0033. 


SUSAN SMEREKA A JODI WHALEN: Repair ' an 



Items to benefit SPA programs HAL MAYFORTH 
'My Sketchbook Made Me Oo IL' Through May 26 at 
Studio Place Arts In Barre. Info 479-7069. 


THE HISTORY OF GODDARD COLLEGE: AN ERA 
OF GROWTH. EXPANSION AND TRANSITIONS, 
1969 - 1979 ': Photographs, films and archival 



TOLKO PO RUSSKY. POZHALUISTA (RUSSIAN 
ONLY. PLEASE)': Russian School photographs. 



Champlain valley 

STH ANNUAL COMMUNITY SHOW: Work in a 





ANNUAL STUDENT ARTSHOW: Work In a variety of 
media by area students. Through May 19 at Chaffee 
Art Center 1 n Rutland. Info. 775-0356. 

pai red with phnts from black-and-white negatives 
Through May 31 at Carol s Hungry Mind Cafe In 
'IN THE TREES': Work by Missy Dunaway. Ellen 

MiddleburyJnfo. 458-0098. 



OLIVER SCHEMM: The Canal of Sch(l)emm & the 
Zonule of Zi na* sculpture by the Castleton College 
art instructor. Through May 18 at Christine Pnce 
Gallery, Castleton State College. Info, 468-1119. 


CHAMPLAIN VALLEY ART SHOWS » P.75 
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VERMONT 


Grow Your 
Business in the... 


SEVEN DAYS 

HOME & GARDEN ISSUE 

Coming May 9 


Call your sales rep today: 864-5684 


Master of Fine Arts 



i 



Take your walls from 
weary to wonderful 
with Local Color paint. 


• Meets Green Seal Standards for VOCs 
•100% premium recycled paint ^ 
•Lots of interiors exterior colors 1 

• Covers hand prints, paw prints, ’J 
and that interesting 

color the previous 

owners painted 

the kitchen. / _ 


w, pi 

^.Njettnonf/ 

Available at: ^ 

CSWD's Environmental Depot 
101 1 Airport Pkwy, So. Burlington 
Wed-Fri 8-2, Sat 8-3:30 
ReBuild, 339 Pine St. & other shops 
Visit CSWD.NET for colors & info! 


Small *© 5 

Wonders 

Inside this month’s 

Baby & Maternity issue 

of KidsVT you’U find: 

• Stories about local moms 
juggling jobs 

• Advice on when to call 
the doc 

• Tales from a two-mom 
family in Franklin County 


Pick up a copy at 400+ locations 
in Vermont or check out all the 
content online on our website: 

kidsvt.com 



Harald Aksdal After several decades working as an architect, Harald 
Aksdal returned to his first love: painting The desire to document the natural world 
- especially gnarled and soaring trees - has always been with him. Aksdal vividly 
remembers seeing a tree through painterly eyes for the first time at the age of 8 or 9. 
“The need to draw it was so strong I can still see the deep texture of the bark and the 
seemingly endless crisscrossing of branches and twigs," he writes. Aksdal now paints 
full time and is a member of the Vermont Watercolor Society. His soulful images of 
trees are in a show called “Colors, Lines and Dots" at Jericho'S Emile A. Gruppe Gallery 
through June 17. Pictured: “Quasimodo.” 






Tabbatha Henry and Sage Tucker- 

Ketcham Between the two of them, Tabbatha Henry and Sage Tucker- 
Ketcham have more artwork than wi 11 fit in one gallery. So beginning May 4, they’re taking 
over two — Shelburne's Furchgott Sourdiffe Gallery through June 5 and Burlington's 
Select Design through June 30. Their exhibit is called “TWO/ Tabbatha Henry and 
Sage Tucker-Ketcham: Two Artists, Two Locations, Two Mediums." It's composed of 
Tucker- Ketcham's multilayered, mixed-media abstractions and Henry's ceramic work, 
about which she writes, “Sunlight filtered through trees; the play of the shadows on the 
sparkly snow; seemingly random patterns in a pile of leaves or sticks; rainwater pooling 
on Bower petals. These are the things that move me.” Pictured: “Painting Pattern" by 
Tucker-Ketcham. 



Verv&nt Federal 

CREDIT UNION 



Expect More with our Low Rates, Online Applications, 
Pre-Approvals and Flexible Payment Plans. 




movies 


§ 


I 

s 



The Raven i 

O n the morning of April 20, 1 lis- 
tened to "The Writer's Almanac” 
as Garrison Keillor intoned, "It 
was on this day in 1841 that the 
first detective story was published: 'The 
Murders in the Rue Morgue,' by Edgar Al- 
lan Poe." Realizing that The Raven would 
hit theaters in a matter of days, 1 wondered 
whether the timing was a sign the filmmak- 
ers really knew what they were doing or 
pure coincidence. Well, 1 have my answer. 
Nobody involved with this movie had the 
slightest clue what they were doing 

That certainly is true of screenwriters 
Ben Livingston and Hannah Shakespeare, 
whose idea it was to reimagine the author 
as an action hero. Their script takes as its 
starting point the historical fact that Poe was 
found wandering the streets of Baltimore 

died days later. The pair works backward 
from there, purporting to show us what Poe 
did during the days leading up to the third 
and thereby to explain his peculiar state. 

Their solution to the mystery? Crime 
fighting. Local police are baffled when a se- 
ries of killings turn out to be copycat mur- 


the writer's assistance in tracking down the 
madman responsible. Of course, this doesn’t 
make a lick of sense having concocted the 
fictional crimes wouldn't give Poe an advan- 
tage in figuring out who's imitating them 
in real life. Unfortunately for audiences, 
though, that's far from the film's biggest 

A bigger problem is that Poe is played by 
John Cusack. Hello? Poe was barely 5-foot- 
8. The actor is 6-foot-3. And whose idea was 
the goatee? Cusack gives the most embar- 
rassing performance of his career, fumbling 
fi*om one poorly written scene to another. 
One minute he’s doing his impression of a 
drunken genius: the next, giving us Poe the 
great lover; and then, most absurdly of all, 
chasing a suspect on horseback while firing 
gunshots into the Baltimore fog Did 1 men- 
tion they make him wear a cape? 

Luke Evans hams it up as police inspec- 
tor Emmett Fields. It's he who makes the 
connection between the gruesome crimes 
and Poe's plots and recruits the writer to aid 
in his investigation. Alice Eve plays Emily 
Hamilton, a golden-tressed young heiress 
(she appears still to be in school) with an im- 
probable thing for the by-this-time washed- 


up 40-ycar-old opium addict and alcoholic. 
We aren't forced to tolerate Iter lack of act- 
ing talent long. Shortly after one of Poe's col- 
leagues is given the “Pit and the Pendulum" 
treatment, she's kidnapped during a masked 
ball thrown by her father and imprisoned in 
a casket under the bad guy's floorboards, & la 
“The Premature Burial." 

What has any of this got to do with “The 
Raven." Poe’s timeless poem? Not a thing 
Among the other questions raised by this 
dreary costume train wreck: What sort of 
bet did the great Brendan Gleeson lose to get 
him within a mile of the movie? And who is 
the feeble-minded filmmaker posing as V for 
Vendetta director James McTeigue? There's 

created this one. (Unless he skied into a 


tree between projects. But 1 feel confident 
we would have heard about that on TMZ.) 
Never mind thegoatee and the cape - whose 

I'm not malcingthis stuff up 

Regrettably, however, someone did. What 
that person and the gifted artists who agreed 
to help bring the vision to fruition were 
thinking is beyond me. This is such goofball 
nonsense that it could've been good fun pre- 
sented in the proper spirit, but there’s noth- 
ing camp or tongue-in-cheek about the film. 
Movies simply do not get more ham-handed 
and hackneyed than this. Somewhere, Edgar 
Allan Poe is spinning in his grave. And some- 
where, the folks who dole out Razzies are 
taking note. © 

RICK KISONAK 



The Five-Year 
Engagement ★★★ 


I ’ve noticed an interesting phenom- 
enon in reviewing movies. After any 

proclaim their love or hate, while the 
actual ticket buyer's response is frequently 
“Eh, ’s all right" as if they'd just enjoyed a 
perfectly good but not special hamburger. 

This is partly because critics are picky 
(yes), and partly because we have to see 
whatever's on offer. (Picking out and pay- 
ing for a flick gives you a sense of ownership, 
which only disappears when you get some- 
thing you weren't expecting) But sometimes 
critics, too, watch a movie and think, “Eh, 
's all right." The problem is, that reaction 
doesn't make for much of a review. 

Hence this overlong introduction to my 
review of The Five-Year Engagement, which 
is a perfectly all-right movie. And by “all 
right," 1 do not mean “meh," as people say 
on the interneL Directed by Nicholas Stoller 
and written by Stoller and star Jason Segel 
(the team behind Forgetting Sarah Marshall), 
the film is funny and astute Beginning where 
many romantic comedies end — with a pro- 
posal — it captures all the things that can go 
wrong with a relationship between the ring 
and the aisle. 

Segel and Emily Blunt play the engaged 
couple, Tom and Violet, a chef and a psychol- 


ogist, respectively. Post-proposal, they leave 
San Francisco and his upscale restaurant job 
for the University of Michigan, where she 
hopes to start her own career with a post- 
doc, Violet quickly settles in, but the only job 
Tom can find in Ann Arbor is slinging deli 
coleslaw beside a burly, bearded dude (Brian 
Posehn) who proclaims himself "a pickle 
geek." 

That detail may seem irrelevant, but It 
illustrates what makes The Five-Year En- 
gagement just “all right”: The stuff hap- 
pening at the margins is consistently more 
entertaining than the center. Blunt is cute 
and energetic throughout, and Segel does an 
endearing sad-sack shlick as Tom sinks into 
depression. But he's already played this role 

Viewers may find their attention wander- 
ing to the supporting cast, familiar to anyone 
who watches NBC's Thursday-night lineup. 
Violet's sister and her shotgun husband - 
Alison Brie (of "Community") and Chris 
Pratt (of "Parks and Recreation") - steal 

whole movie about that misbegotten couple, 
or about Lauren Weedman's gravel-voiced 
Chef Sally. Mindy Kaling, Rhys Ifans. Jacki 
Weaver, Molly Shannon and others pop in to 
offer their own inspired, improv-style bits. 


As a disjointed comedy sampler, the 

dramatically compelling as ... a five-year en- 
gagement. The films of Judd Apatow (who 
produced) tend to meander, but Bridesmaids 
and Knocked Up still had tension at their 
cores. In Engagement, there's no real sus- 
pense about whether Segel): character will 
be dumped, because previous movies have 
trained us to see him as the good-hearted 
slacker who eventually gets his life in gear 
and gets the girl. He is, as we learned last 
Thanksgiving, a "Muppet of a man," and who 
could resist that? 


This Hollywood transformation is a touch 
ironic, because Segel started his career in an- 
other Apatow project the TV series "Freaks 
and Geeks," playing a good-hearted slacker 
who pursues an out-of-his-league girl, wins 
her, annoys her and becomes something 
of a stalker. Now there's the kind of thorny 
relationship scenario that evokes viewers' 
love, hate and painful laughter. (Maybe Segel 

ing Engagement, the most one can say is that 
Tom and Violet could both do a lot worse 
than stay together. Eh, S all right. © 

MARGOT HARRISON 
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invitations to tastings and our weekly polL Read 
a sneak peek of food stories from the upcoming 
Seven Days and watch videos on Bite Club TV. 

» Sign up at sevendaysvtcom/biteclub 
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MASTER 

YOUR FUTURE 

WITH CHAMPLAIN’S ONLINE 
GRADUATE STUDIES PROGRAMS 


Master's in Business Administration 

Our program is the only accredited online MBA 
program that uses project-based learning to link 
management theory to applied practice. 

Master's in Managing Innovation & IT 

Our practical, experience- based master's degree 
program focuses exclusively on the effective use 
of IT from a manager's perspective. 




For more information: 
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CALL 1-866-282-7259 
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W hen Meryl Streep accepted her Golden Globe for The Iron Lady last winter. 

she used her speech to mention some lesser-known actresses she thought 
deserved recognition, including Adepcro Oduye (pictured), star of Pariah. Now 
audiences everywhere can see what she was talking about 

Oduye plays Alike (pronounced a-LEE-kay), a Brooklyn high school senior 
who gets straight As, writes poetry and is fine with her sexuality — until she goes 
home. Then she switches her butch sports jerseys for girlie T-shirts to appease her 
religious mother (Kim Wayans), who is 
starting to fear that her oldest daughter 
is "turning into a man.” 

Meanwhile, Alike’s best friend 
(Pernell Walker), who’s already left 
home, teases her because she hasn't 
‘lost her cherry” with a girl yet while 
Alike’s beloved dad (Charles Parnell), 
a cop would rather his daughters stay 
virgins for life. It's a confusing world 
Alike is navigating-. ® 
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' FREE WILL ASTROLOGY u 


ARIES (March Zl-April 19): On the one hand, 
you're facing a sticky dilemma that you may 

you try. On the other hand, you are engaged 
with an Interesting challenge that may very 
well be possible to resolve. Do you know which 
is which? Now would be an excellent time to 
make sure you do. It would be foolish to keep 
working on untying a hopelessly twisted knot 
when there is another puzzle that will respond 
to your love and Intelligence. Go where you're 
wanted. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): "My father-in- 
law was convinced that his sheepdogs picked 
up his thoughts teiepathical ly,“ writes Richard 
Webster in his article 'Psychic Animals.' "He 
needed only to think what he wanted his dogs 
to do. and they would immediately do it. He 
had to be careful not to think too far ahead, 
as his dogs would act on the thought he was 
thinking atthetime.'To this I'd add that there 

well as some scientific research, suggesting 
that dogs respond to unspoken commands, 
i happen to believe that the human animal 
Is also capable of picking up thoughts that 
aren't said aloud. And I suspect that you're in 
a phase when it will be especially important 
to take that into account. Be discerning about 
what you imagine because it could end up in 
the mind of someone you know! 

CANCERfJune 21- July 22): Your right brain 
and left brain have rarely been on such close 
speaking terms as they are right now. Your 

collaborative groove as well. Even your past 
aid your future are mostly in agreement 
about how you should proceed in the present. 
To what do we owe the pleasure of this rather 
dramatic movement toward Integration? 
Here's one theory: Ybu're being rewarded for 
the hard work you have doneto take good care 
of yourself. 

LEO ( July 23-Aug. 22): A South African biolo- 
2 gist was intrigued to discover an Interesting 
S fact about the rodent known as the elephant 
gj shrew: It much prefers to slurp the nectar of 

!> ologist didn't investigate whether mountain 
W goats would rather eat grasses and rushes 
than Ice cream sundaes or whether lions like 


salad, but l‘m pretty sure they do. In a related 
subject Leo. I hope that in the coming weeks 
you will seek to feed yourself exclusively with 
the Images sounds, stories and foods that 
truly satisfy your primal hunger rather than 
the stuff that other people like or think you 
should like. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): There are only 
a very few people whose ancestors were not 
Immigrants. They live in Africa, where Homo 
sapiens got Its start. As for the rest of us. our 
forbears wandered away from their onginal 
home and spread out over the rest of the 
planet. We all came from somewhere else! 
This is true on many other levels, as well. In 
accordance with the astrological omens. I 
invite you Virgos to get in touch with your 
inner immigrant this week, ifs an excellent 
time to acknowledge and celebrate the fan 
that you are nowhere near where you started 
from, whether you gauge that psychologically, 
spiritually or literal ly. 

LIBRA (Sept 23-0ct. 22): 'When fm good, 
I'm very good.' said Hollywood's original siren. 
Mae West 'but when I'm bad. I'm better.' I think 
that assertion might at times make sense 
coming out of your lips in the next two weeks. 

serve you well. It's articulated by my reader 
Sarah Edelman, who says, "When I'm good, 
I'm very good, but when I'm batty, tin better,' 
Consider trying out both of these attitudes, 
Libra, as you navigate your way through the 
mysterious and sometimes unruly fun that's 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): The Weekly 
World News, my favorite source of fake news, 
reported on a major development in the art 
world: An archaeologist found the lost arms of 
the famous Venus de Milo statue. They were 
languishing in a cellar In southern Croatia. 
Hallelujah! Since her discovery in 1820, the 
goddess of love and beauty has been incom- 
plete. Will the Louvre Museum in Paris, where 
she Is displayed, allow herto be joined by her 
original appendages and made whole again? 
Let's not concern ourselves now with that 
question. Instead please turn your attention 



Taurus 

(April 20-May 20) 

From an astrological perspec- 
tive, it's the New Year season: 
you’re beginning a fresh cycle. 
How would you like to celebrate? 
You could make afewresolu- 
tions — maybe pledge to wean 
yourself from a wasteful habit or 
self-sabotaging vice. You could 
also invite the universe to show 
you what you don't even realize 
you need to know. What might 
also be interesting would be to 
compose alist of the good habits 
you will promise to cultivate, and 
the ingenious breakthroughs you 
will work toward, and the shiny 
yet gritty dreams you will court 


plaints of both a physical and psychological 
nature. But you should be cautious about 
relying on conventional wisdom, just in case 
some of It resembles the idea that cigarettes 
are good for you. And always double-check to 


it the ct 




whattheyari 




SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Seventeenth-century physicians sometimes 
advised their patients to consume tobacco as 
away to alleviate a number of different mala- 
dies. from toothaches to arthritis. A few doc- 
tors continued recommending cigarettes as 
health aids into the 1950s. This bit of history 
may be useful to keep in mind. Sagittarius. 
You're in a phase when you're likely to have 


CAPRICORN (Dec 22- Jan. 19): Outer 
space Isnt really that far away. As astronomer 
Fred Hoyle used to say. you’d get there in an 
hour if you could drive a car straight up. I think 
there's a comparable situation in your own life. 
Capricorn. You've got an inflated notion of how 

you from getting totallyserious about achiev- 
ing it. I'm not saying that the destination 
would be a breeze to get to. My point is that 
its closer than It seems. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): When most 
Westerners hear the word 'millc'they surmise 
it has something to do with cows. But the 
fact is that humans drink milk collected from 
sheep, goats, camels, yaks, mares, llamas and 
reindeer. And many grocery stores now stock 
milk made from soybeans, rice, almonds, co- 
conut. hemp and oats. I'm wondering If maybe 
ifs a good time for you to initiate a compa- 
rable diversification, Aquarius. You shouldn't 
necessarily give up the primal sources of nour- 
ishment you have been depending on. Just 
consider the possibility that it might be fun 
and healthy for you to seek sustenance from 
some unconventional or unexpected sources. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): You wouldn't 
want to playa gameof darts withaninflatable 
dartboard, right? If you were a smoker, you'd 
have little Interest in a fireproof cigarette. 
And while a mesh umbrella might look styl- 
ish. you wouldn't be foolish enough to expect 

truisms. Pisces. I suggest you closely examine 
any strategy you’re considering to see if it has 
a built-in contradiction. Certain ideas being 
presented to you — perhaps even arising from 
your own subconscious mind — may be inher- 
ently impractical to use in the real world. 
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Get ready for SUMMER with our 
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Essex Junction - 878-4500 
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If you're buying a bike: Get here early, the best deals go FAST! 
If you're selling a bike: Bring in your bike to 
I Onion River Sports THIS WEEK1 We'll help you set 
I a price and put your bike out for sale. Get a check for j 
| 80%, store credit for 1 00% of the selling price, or 
1 1 0% in credit toward the purchase of a new bike 


20 Langdon St, Montpelier, VT 229-9409 





NEWS QUIRKS by upland sweet 


Curses, Foiled Again 

Investigators identified Thomas Mc- 
Martin, 56, as the person who planted a 
motion-activated camera in a women’s 
locker room at New York's Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute because he inad- 
vertently photographed himself setting 
up the camera. “We have recovered 
numerous still photos which do indicate 
numerous female adults in various stages 
of undress, and we have recovered digital 
evidence which implicates the defen- 
dant" Troy police Captain John Cooney 
said. (Troy's Record) 

Reply-All Follies 

London-based Aviva Investors inadver- 
tently sent an email notifying its entire 
worldwide staff of 1300 workers that 
they'dbeen dismissed and reminding 
them to turn over company property as 
they left their workplace. “It was intended 
that this email should have gone to one 
single person," company official Paul 
Lockstonc explained, adding, "From time 
to time, things go wrong” (Bloomberg 
News) 

Shortsighted Marketing 

When earthquakes in Indonesia revived 
memories of the 2004 Asian tsunami that 
killed 230,000 people, including more 
than 8000 in Thailand. RFC Thailand 
recognized an opportunity to sell fried 
chicken. It posted a Facebook message 
urging people to "hurry home and follow 
the earthquake news. And don't forget to 
order your favorite RFC menu.” (Associ- 
ated Press) 

A Chinese company whose slogan is “You 
see the world, the world sees you" has be- 
gun selling Helen Reller-brand sunglass- 
es. Company official Chen Wenjing said 
the marketing team was aware of Reller’s 
blindness but insisted the glasses were 
inspired by her traditions of philanthropy 
and optimism. (Time) 

Tease of the Week 

German researcher Thomas Hildeb- 
randt heads a project called Project 
Frozen Dumbo, whose mission is to 
collect semen from wild elephants to 

Hildebrandt, of Berlin's Institute for Zoo 
and Wildlife Research, travels to South 
Africa and searches for wild bulls by 
helicopter. He immobilizes the animals 
using a narcotic dart, then applies a 


which uses a 5- to 15-volt charge to force 
out a sperm sample. The challenge, Hil- 
debrandt explained, is that the anesthetic 
in the dart triggers a muscle contraction 
that causes the elephant’s 1.5-meter- 
long penis to retract into its cavity. “In 
order to extract the sperm hygienieally, 
we haveto get the tip out and clean it,” 
Hildebrandt explained, noting that doing 
so takes some teasing. The sperm is then 
collected and immediately frozen. It costs 


roughly $130,000 to collectthree liters of 
elephant sperm, enough to impregnate 65 
cows — theoretically speaking because 
although Project Frozen Dumbo has been 
collecting semen this way for two years, 
no female elephant has yet to be success- 
fully inseminated with sperm that has 
been previously frozen. “But we’re close 
to it," Hildebrandt said. “We're very, very 
optimistic.” (Sweden's Local) 

Good News for Ted Nugent 

Mayor Bob Buckhom issued a list of items 
that will be considered security threats at 
this summer's Republican National Con- 
vention in Tampa, Fla. On it are masks, 
plastic or metal pipe, string more than six 
inches long, air pistols, and water pistols. 
Real pistols, however, are allowed. “If 
we’d tried to regulate guns, it wouldn’t 
have worked," city attorney Jim Shimberg 
said, noting that state law bans all restric- 
tions on carrying firearms in public places. 
“Any local ordinance that regulates guns is 
void." (Tampa Bay Times) 

Bovine Episodes 

A sheriff’s deputy who pulled over a Hon- 
da Civic in Luna County, N.M., reported 
the vehicle contained three men and a 
220-pound calf in the backseat When the 
men couldn't produce a bill of sale for the 
animal, they were arrested on suspicion 
of rustling. (Carlsbad Current-Argus) 
After two hikers found six frozen cows 
wedged inside a remote log cabin in the 
Colorado Rockies, the US. Forest Ser- 
vice said it faces the problem of how to 
dispose of the carcasses now that they’re 
thawing. 'They’re going to be scavenged," 
Forest Service official Steve Segin said, 
identi fying the biggest concern as bears 
coming out of hibernation. “We don't 
want a bad encounter between people 
and wildlife.” 

Because the cabin is in the protected 

outside Aspen, restrictions hamper the 
cows’ removal. “We can't use any me- 
chanical means," Segin said. “No aircraft, 
no helicopters, no chain saws, no ATVs." 
There's also a fire ban. As a result the 
Forest Service is considering blowing up 
the cabin with the cows inside. The Colo- 
rado Cattleman's Association said the 
animals probably entered the cabin seek- 
ing shelter duringa snowstorm, couldn't 
figure out how to exit it and starved to 
death. (Denver's RMGH-TV) 

How Other Governments 
Define Cheating 

Pal Schmitt announced his resignation 
as president of Hungary after Budapest's 
Semmelweis University revoked his doc- 
torate because he plagiarized most of his 
dissertation. Schmitt, who was elected 
to a five-year term in 2010, told Parlia- 
ment his "personal issue" is dividing the 
country. (Associated Press) 
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It’s time to buy a house! 

We can help you put the pieces together. 
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LETS BE BAD! 


WITTY. GENEROUS AND PRACTICAL 



hiking and swimming. I love staying 
In on rainy days and playing games 
cooking watchlnggood movies. I 


CURJoUS? 

You read Seven Days. 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 

Browse more than 
1600 local singles with 
profiles including photos, 
voice messages, habits, 
desires, views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

a See photos of 
this person online. 




HEY THERE! YEAH, YOU! HI 

Synopsis: I'm overly sarcastic, but I'm working on it. I'm loud and 
wear bright colors. Embarrassment isn't an emotion I feel very 
often. Jumping off cliffs and exploring at night are two of my 
favorite activities. Most people are way too serious. I hope you're 
not. double.dang, 28, MEN SEEKING WOMEN. 


Three things that I wantfrom my ideal mate are... patience for 
my terrible jokes, choreographed dance routines and a partner for 
weekend trips in the mountains. 



t 

K 

S 




§ 


FERSoNKS 



For group fun, BDSM play, and full-on kink: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 



CURioUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 
Browse more than 
1600 local singles with 
profiles including photos, 
voice messages, habits, 
desires, views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

| I See photos of 

this person online. 


hiking Being by the water, great ^ 

will respect you. treat you well and 
accept for who you are. Honesty and 



and It Is tough sometimes to rind 


SUPERHORNY 






DISCREET DOM 


couple. Discretion Isa must. Public 
play encouraged. Ztrainu. 55 


Kil\IK oF TO WEEK: 

MEN Aeefoi^? 

REALLY GOING TO TRY THIS 

Never done this. But. have to confess, things are pretty 
routine and platonic. I’m looking for that sensation of being 
with someone for the first time...kissing someone I've never 
ki ssed. Looking to have an experience we both can enjoy! 
Not on any GO covers, but I’m a good-looking, professional 
guy who's hygienic, articulate, educated and open minded. 
new4me, 46 

FROM HIS ONLINE PROFILE: Describe your wildest fantasy. 

Connecting with someone online, arranging a meeting 
and when we meet each other for the first time, don't say 
a word... just kiss. No hello, just walk up to each other and 
have a deep, passionate kiss... and from there :-) 



GREAT SEX WITH NO STRINGS! squirt like crazy. Squirtlover 22 
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If you've been spied, go online 
to contact your admirer! 


sevendaysvt.com/personals 


CRUTCH-POWERED REDHEAD ATDMV 

me smile. I would hold the door open Tor you 
anytime. When: Friday, April 27, 2012. Where: S. 
Burlington. YOU: Woman. Me Man. *910148 


FU (FAVORITE UNCLE) 


FUN THIS WEEKEND 

You know who you are. You're that girl I |ust 










RE MAPLEFIELDS IN ESSEX 

I think it ml glu be me. but unsure ol the date. 


ISPY. You: Man. Me: Woman. *910122 


Porch soon 7 When: Fhday. April 27. 2012. Where: 
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THIS MOTHERS DAY 

©ME TOE ©IET ®F 



Less stress is a gift-wrapped up and ready 
to give with Stress Fix" body lotion, 
soaking salts and concentrate. 



South Burlington >1 <■»”- 

802.863.2273 ^ 


Burlington Essex Junction 

802.658.6565 802.878.4554 






My friends convinced me to write you about this experience I had 
recently with a one-night stand — he had the weirdest habit when he 
was about to orgasm. During the roughly 12 hours we spent together, 
we had sex twice. Both times, as he was getting ready to come, he 
would tense his face and grunt out, ‘one. two. three, four. five. six. 
seven, eight, nine, 10.‘ When he hit 10. he orgasmed. I didn't ask him 
about it, and he didn't mention anything about this strange habit. I 
know that everyone has an 0-face they make during orgasm, but is it 
normal to have a ritual like counting to 10? 


Habitual Ritual 


While counting out loud is one of the more unique orgasm stories 
I've heard, it could be worse. Remember when Charlotte from ‘Sex 
and the City" had sex with the guy who couldn't orgasm without 
saying "You fucking bitch, you fucking whore"? By comparison, 
counting to 10 is quite tame. 

It's perfectly natural to develop orgasm rituals, and many of these 
habits are started from a young age. It's reasonable to think that your 
guy has been counting to 10 for as long as he's been masturbating. 

As an adult, he may have trouble achieving his desired orgasm 
without counting. Orgasm rituals are more common than you think 

— from pointing one's toes to balling up the sheets into one's fist, 
most of us have something we do while getting off. An informal poll 
ofmyfriendsthis week revealed stories of teeth grinding, breath 
holding and chanting. "Oh my God, oh my God, oh my God." 

All in all, your guy's habit is totally normal. However, I don't 
understand why he wouldn't count backwards from 10 to one 

— certainly a countdown is more climactic than a count up. "Three, 
two. one, blast-off!" 


Mi, 


Need advice? 

Email me at mistress@sevendaysvt.com or share 
your own advice on my blog at sevendaysvt.com/blogs 
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